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Where Were You on the Big Day?
ike the assassination of f  ohn F. Kennc'd1',  the bicentennial is on

moments ir-r Americern historv, the kind rve ref-et 'back to. Nlost

to celebrate the natior-r's tricer-rtenniirl, bttt rve can rernember th

birthday and f'eel satisfied that rve thretv ir heck of a partv.

That rvas the sumuer after mv frrst yeal of college, atld I n'irs cotl"

parents'  house iu Nerv f ersev to Philadelphia, rvhere I rvorked a1s a tenl '-

lr-rncl.r hour rvalking the cobblestoncd streets. I rvalked by the Liberty F,

horv an ir-r"rperfect object had become such ar perfect s,vnlbol of freeclor:'

Ross'house. I  strol ler l  the I 'vaterfront ancl tr ied to imagine a t ime lvhel l

get somervhere frrst,  yoLr took a ship. Mv 17-year old brain had a harcl t

On the big daf i tself ,  Jul,v 4, I  stood otl  the Benjanrin Frar.rkl in tsr ic-

closed to pedestr ians-rvith thousands of other people. We stood high '

looked dol 'n at the tal l  ships in the l)el irrvare River, their f lags snappin5

clecorirtecl ir-r lc'd, u'l-rite, and bluc. As the sr'rn set, rve n'atchecl firelvorks .'

skv, raining clou,u color attcl etttbers ancl, I thor'rght, hope: fbl our lives,

beginning, ancl for the country, rvhich rve rvere just coming to understar .

geographl 'and ideologr,,  in dirt  and u'ater at lcl  asphalt ancl in our col lec:

Al l  of this is rvhv I love Jul ie Jacob's piece on the bicer.rtennial ("Bic,

page -38). Her farmilv threu'a party in their Racine backyard, rvhere her r:

Betsy Ross (picturecl above). l 'el l  us u'here,r/ol l  \vere on ftr ly 4, 1976, in a:

to the address on page 10. (Scnd photos i lvou have ther"n.)\Ve' l l  givc art.

sLrbscript ion to t l-re best storv.

Elservl.rere in tl.ris issue, rve give ,vou .t ,J"ror sorncthir.rg to clo ever

August ("62 Dirt,s of stttttuer'," page 23). If rve didn't cover vour ftrvot'ite ,-

tel l  us aboLrt i t ;  u'e' l l  ptrbl ish your ideas in irn t tpconrit tg isstte.

For the "Grcat Wiscor.rsin Adveuture," rve asked Nlatlisonians Raphac

1rlsla', irucl N,loll,v llose Teuke to give us tl.re irtside looli at Mad City (page :

editor LaLrrii Kearncv oftcrs l-rer o\\'n toLtr of tl-re fantarstical girrcletls creirte.

Raad ("Riana's NIaeic Galden," pagc 4l ).  PhotograPher Ranclv Ltrt 'sot l  con

pilgrimage to the county fair ("Come to the Fair," page 32). And there's nr

In the Apr1l 20O6 lssue ve

asked whether you take more

vacatlons ln Vlscorsln or outslde

the state. Most of you, apparently,
stay close to hone.

fhe resu]ts:
l}Srwlthln our state
18, outside 1t

NEXT POLL
(}UESTION:
in hts essay "My llLsconsln:

lvenlng MILkJngr' (page t6), Iom

Carpenter wrj-tes about the Joys
and iravalls ol ILfe on a famIly

far:r. Have you ever nlf.ked a

cov by hand? vote onllne at

vlsconsLnt:ai'ls.com after JuLy 5.

BY HARRIL,.I  BNOIVN

\\re hope you revel in the jo1,s of sttt.t.tt-uer.
/ /

Yk-,4
hbrorvn@rvistlr:
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Current events got you down?

Maybe what we need is

,4', a really big celebr4lien-

.--*a like the one held

on fuly 4, 1976

IN 1 97 6,AMERICANS were cranky
and cynical, worn down from years of tragedies and ten-
sions. Vietnam, Watergate, the assassinations of Robert
Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr., the bombing of
Sterling Hall at the University of Wisconsin in Madison-
the country's problems seemed endless. Americans needed
something to feel good about.

The year 1976 also marked the country's 200th birth-
day-the perfect excuse for a party. A really bigparty.

"There was a healing that was trying to take place after
the Vietnam War," says John Kaminski, director of UW-
Madison's Center for the Study of the American Constitu-
tion. "One of the things the bicentennial really did was
focus attention on the good things of America."

In the months leading up to the big day, people in
Wisconsin and across America watched "Bicentennial
Minutes" on CBS, followed "The Adams Chronicles" on
PBS, painted fire hydrants with patriotic designs, stitched
community quilts, collected bicentennial quarters, and
bought souvenirs. Although coffee mugs and belt buckles
weren't exactly what John Adams had in mind when he
wrote to his wife, Abigail, that the anniversary of the
nation's independence should be observed with "solemn
acts," he would have smiled to know that 200 years later the
country was still celebrating its birthday with "shows,
games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations from
one end of the continent to the other."
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In Wisconsin, people reacted enthusiastically.'A young
man went to D.C. to start a bicentennial newspaper," recalls
Martin Schreiber, then lieutenant governor. "Ripon College

Ihad an exhibit] of presidential signatures. Youngsters in
Sheboygan followed Iohnny Appleseed's path and took heli-
um balloons ffilled with apple seeds] and released them
into the sky."

Over the three-day bicentennial weekend, Americans saw
the parade of tall ships on television, rang bells at I p.m. on

July 4, oohed and aahed at fireworks, and celebrated the coun-
try's 200th birthday in a burst of giddy, goofy, glorious fun.

xxxxxtrxx

The year 1976
marked the countrY's

200th birthday-the perfect excuse

for a party. A really bigparty.

Wisconsin's Gov. Patrick Lucey read the Declaration of
Independence. Wisconsin Chief Justice Bruce Beilfuss read
the Declaration of Rights from the Wisconsin state consti-
tution, and Schreiber gave 13 ceremonial toasts to com-
memorate the country's birthday. (To this day, former Dane
County Supervisor R. Richard Wagner celebrates each
Fourth of fuly with friends-and 13 toasts.)

The weekend's festivities included performances of
1776 atMllwaukee's Melody Top theater; performances of a
bicentennial rock opera, The Return of the Spirit, at UW-
Milwaukee; a Happy Birthday America ice cream social in
Monroe; the presentation of a bicentennial quilt to the
mayor of Elkhorn; a skydiving show in Wauwatosa; and a
re-enactment in Reedsburg of events leading up to the sign-
ing of the Declaration of Independence.

"lohn Adams would have been very proud," says
Kaminski.

Iulie lacob, a native of Racine, Iives in Chicago. She dedicates

this article to her mother, who loved the Fourth of JuIy.
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