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Metamorphosis is a series of mixed media works on paper that explores the aspects of ritual inherent in metamorphosis. The series also explores the complex, even contradictory nature of metamorphosis. The homely larva that eventually sprouts wings and turns into a majestic butterfly is probably the most iconic manifestation of this idea, showing vividly that metamorphosis is by turns violent/wrenching and gentle/gradual, as beautiful, terrible and subtle as life itself.

Each work is composed of layered images, with different textures of thin handmade paper or “skins” overlaid on top of one another. Drawings, old maps, text, symbols, paint, glaze, and a variety of other materials are collaged in a manner that largely operate beneath the surface, suggesting motifs such as history, flux, and accretion/growth. These pieces work on multiple levels because they are literally composed of multiple levels.

The technique of layering different textures mirrors the theme of metamorphosis, whereby transformation occurs in stages, each with its own distinct look and role in the organism’s ultimate form. Insects, whose images are fundamental to the series—specifically the pieces that feature winged insects with human faces—are emblematic of the progressive nature of metamorphosis and its relevance to all species.

The rituals and transformations surrounding the stages of birth, adolescence, and mating are the most obvious human parallels with metamorphosis. However, the metaphor can be readily expanded to encompass larger human spheres, such as politics, institutions, society, and other aspects of the species. The world today is, as usual, in a state of flux; so many changes are occurring and the past, like some kind of cocoon, is being jettisoned to make way for a new era. To talk about life, which for humans includes all the extensions of ourselves we have created in the form of society/culture, is to talk about transformation and all of its attendant rituals: the changing of the guard, the rise of a new generation, etc. Yet, transformation is nothing new—metamorphosis is the primordial ritual . . . The more things change the more they stay the same . . . The only constant is change. 
We have always been and will always be in the throes of metamorphosis, and that is the context as well as the basic inspiration for Metamorphosis.
