Eve Havlicek: Artist Statement

Eve Havlicek is an abstract painter who has developed a number of inventive techniques that emphasize color and texture. Her work reflects many years of experimentation with various mixed media processes that have now become integral to her style. With nature as her primary source of inspiration, Havlicek’s work exudes an organic unity that offers a sanctuary of color for the eye, within a tactile realm that invites the touch.

Havlicek works in acrylics and her primary materials are strips of paper, cut from either regular 8 ½” x 11” copy paper or fax paper, coated in primer. Before paint is applied to the strips, they are often distressed, usually by crumpling. The paint is applied with a brush, and sometimes further processed through a rough printing technique in which two painted strips are pressed together. The variations within this technique are wet paper pressed against wet paper, and wet against dry. 

Manipulating the paper introduces a distinct element of randomness to the work. Distressing it creates grooves that subsequently interact with the paint in unpremeditated ways. When two painted and distressed strips are pressed together, one coat of paint may be dry within some of the grooves, while another coat is introduced above it. This method produces layers of paint that combine in extraordinary ways. The artist’s careful selection of the specific colored strips that are ultimately affixed to the canvas balances the randomness of the process with a rigorous compositional approach. 

When the strips are attached to the canvas, further work is usually necessary to insure the final work measures up to Havlicek’s precise vision of color and composition. Additional painting is done, and sometimes smaller drawings and paintings from other pieces of paper, or abstracted variations thereof, are applied. This enhances the piece’s color and texture, and serves to formally define the piece as a mixed media collage (albeit understated), as it retains an unmistakable visual unity.

Havlicek’s newest series of work, Four Seasons, represents a highly evolved stage of the techniques she has been developing for years. Four Seasons, which is composed of four pieces, is meant to convey the spirit of the seasons through color and texture. In this series, Havlicek, as in the past, uses colored strips of paper, but this time they’re placed on top of strips of styrofoam. This undergirding transforms the pieces into reliefs, and literally pushes the images beyond the confines of two dimensions. This, combined with the rich interplay of printed surfaces and brush strokes, gives the pieces a textural quality that transcends typical painting in both look and effect. The piece depicting winter is especially well-served by this method; it’s an uncanny simulation of a number of tree boughs side by side. The other pieces are more abstract, connoting trees, leaves, and other vegetation. The evocativeness of these pieces is achieved through a vital palette of colors and a formal ingenuity that elevates texture to a striking and prominent role.
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