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Jer-ry! Jer-ry!  
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The cheers are deafening as Jerry Springer saunters across a suspended 

catwalk, straddles a two-story stripper pole and slides down through a cloud 

of smoke to chants of "Jer-ry! Jer-ry!" A curvaceous female security guard 

dressed in a tight black tank top hands him a microphone. 

 

"I'm nervous," Jerry jokes to his audience. "There's been about 34,000 

people on this show. That's a lot of perverts and I'm the leader!" The 

audience howls with delight. 

 

But all that's a few hours from now. Right now, Jerry, who turned 64 in 

February, seems like anything but the ringmaster he's known as on The Jerry 

Springer Show. The talk show host is contently sitting at his desk in 

Chicago's NBC Tower, surrounded by a photographic shrine to his beloved 

New York Yankees, along with a signed photograph of him and Bill Clinton, 

and another with Hillary. Dressed impeccably in a lavender checked shirt 

and black Armani suit, Jerry jokes about having two requirements for a 

finding a good restaurant in the Windy City: within walking distance from 

his home in the John Hancock Center, and with good lighting for his ever present dining companion, a good 

political novel. 

 

Jerry, who immigrated to New York at the age of five, and who is the British son of German Jews who fled to 

England to avoid the Holocaust, wasn't always known as the King of Sleaze. After earning his law degree at 

Northwestern University, he served five terms on Cincinnati's City Council and was elected Cincinnati's 

mayor for two terms, after writing an infamous check to a prostitute. Following an unsuccessful bid for 

governor of Ohio in 1982, he went on to earn seven Emmys as anchor and managing editor for Cincinnati 

NBC News television affiliate WLWT. In September 1991, Jerry began hosting his own show, which gradually 

transformed from a Phil Donahue-esque program to a raunchier style, where security guards regularly referee 

fights and women flash to earn Mardi Gras-style "Jerry beads." Today, Jerry hosts NBC's America's Got 

Talent and a British game show, Nothing But The Truth; has his own opera, Jerry Springer The Opera; made 

a run on Dancing with the Stars in 2006; and has run several political campaigns, most recently for the 

United States Senate in 2003. In an interview with TCW, Jerry talks about his political views, dancing with 

his daughter at her wedding and why people on the show are just like everybody else. 

 

With few exceptions, we're all alike. The only difference is income, education and the role of the dice that 

gives some of us lucky lives and some of us unlucky lives.  

 

I'm in the middle of the father-daughter dance [at my daughter's wedding] and Katie looks up at me, she 

says, 'Dad, they can't see our feet.' She was right. It didn't matter what steps we took, they couldn't see our 

feet because of her dress. So the whole thing [Dancing with the Stars] was for nothing. 

 

Early on when the show went over the top and everyone was shocked, there was a large reaction 

against the people on the show, calling them trash, which is awfully elitist. Because the truth is, their stories 

are exactly the same as in the suburbs in wealthy neighborhoods. It's just that people in wealthy 

neighborhoods speak better English and dress better and learn how to be polite, even though they're thinking 

horrible thoughts and doing horrible things. 

 

Clearly the biggest issue that faces America is the destruction of the middle class. Along with that, the 

inability to afford education and to get health care…If you want to make life better for Americans, give 
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Americans a chance at supporting their families. Make sure they get educated so they can compete in this 

world. 

 

I'm just a schlub that got lucky, and it's nothing more than that. 

 

On running for office… Not in the next year or two. After that anything is possible…I enjoy the fight more. 

Now where most people are agreeing with me, there are tons of people who can say what I'm saying. A few 

years ago I thought I was saying things that most people weren't. I came real close then. 

 

The craziest thing I've seen on this show is the hiring of me. And the guy who married his horse, but I 

came out against that. 

 

When it comes to my life, I wouldn't change a thing. I would do it all over again. If you change just one 

thing in life, all the other things change. We have the lives we have because everything happened exactly as it 

did.  

 
What's next… I haven't been king yet.   
 

Grooming by Ginger Damato  
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