Leslie Coons

mailto:lesliecoons@gmail.com 

Old School research, writing and editing talent + New Media skillset. Award-winning content developer and e-communicator. I can edit and write about anything and make it clear, concise and interesting, but have a passion for and depth of experience with food, gardening, décor and other lifestyle topics.

Summary

Extensive writing, editing and online community building experience. Create audience-appropriate content, including photography and video. Web 2.0 activity includes Twitter, Facebook, Ning, MySpace, Google Reader and Blogspot. Title branding & identity, SEO & creative marketing strategies. Recruit & manage freelance content creators. Enterprising repurposing of content across platforms. Comfortable leading virtual teams and working with diverse cultures & backgrounds. Fluent in English (native speaker) and German; also speak French and Spanish.

Portfolio of work and writing samples at www.mediabistro.com/LeslieCoons
References (8) at www.linkedin.com/in/lesliecoons. Additional references available upon request

Personal blog at http://hv-go.blogspot.com

Experience

Editorial director, Hudson Valley Connoisseur magazine, Poughkeepsie, NY. February 2006 -July 2009

Hudson Valley Connoisseur was an upscale regional lifestyle magazine published bimonthly by the Poughkeepsie Journal newspaper for Gannett. I was hired to create this magazine. Our first issue appeared in June 2006. Seven months later, I won the Best of Gannett award for nondaily publications. I also won first place, Specialty Publications in the 2009 New York State Associated Press Association Writing Contest for my work on the magazine.

I mapped editorial budgets, wrote all non-bylined content, recruited and managed freelance writers, assigned stories and art, edited copy, wrote headlines and cutlines, scouted locations and managed photo shoots and Web site development (including SEO), and assisted with marketing strategy such as Web 2.0 and live events. I blogged at hudsonvalleygoodlife.blogspot.com and on the newspaper's Web site. The magazine was suspended and I was let go as part of Gannett's July 2009 work force reduction. 

I also was a member of the Poughkeepsie Journal's Editorial Board, and wrote editorials for the newspaper and its Web site. As the newspaper's Quadricentennial Coverage Coordinator, I managed the site www.HudsonHappenings.com, the blog quadupdates.blogspot.com and special projects developed for the 2009 Hudson-Fulton-Champlain Quadricentennial celebrations in New York and Vermont and the 2009 opening of the Walkway Over the Hudson linear park. I won first place, Niche Web Site in the 2009 New York State Associated Press Association Writing Contest for HudsonHappenings.com.

Editor-writer, The Culinary Institute of America, Hyde Park, NY. 2003 -2006

Editor/writer of Mise en Place, the CIA’s alumni magazine. Worked with college's Development/Advancement and Alumni offices to grow alumni newsletter into full-color glossy magazine. Developed story budgets, wrote main articles, recruited and assisted guest writers, collected and edited sidebar materials, assisted on photo shoots.

Editor/writer for the college's Creative Services/Publications office for the Development/Advancement, Alumni and Continuing Education departments. Created and edited content for a variety of media: Web site, e-mail blasts, traditional mailings, brochures & rack cards, public displays, menus, graduation and other special event programs, letters, and reports.

Managing editor, The Valley Table magazine, Newburgh, NY. 2003 -2006

As managing editor of this quarterly lifestyle magazine about Hudson Valley foods and farms, I helped to develop story budgets; wrote articles and took photos; recruited and managed freelance writers working in virtual teams; collected and edited content, recipes and art; and checked proofs.

Freelance writer & editor. 1998 -2006

Developed content for numerous national and regional Web sites and magazines, including Eating Well,  the Herb Companion, Papa Geno's (supplier to Gardens.com, Better Homes & Gardens, among others) and the ValleyTable. Worked individually and as part of virtual teams. Created and managed HudsonValleyGardens.com, which was lauded by national media as a valuable regional Internet resource.

County editor, copy editor, reporter, correspondent at Kingston Daily Freeman (Goodson Newspaper Group, now JRC), Kingston, NY. 1985 -1998

Worked my way from correspondent to county editor, and did just about every job a person can do in a newsroom. As a reporter, I covered everything from police news to arts reviews. Beats included local and regional government, education, environment and agriculture. As an editor, I managed correspondents (local community reporters), assigned stories, edited copy and photos, and designed pages (including Page 1 on occasion).

Education

Wells College, Aurora, NY – BA, German & Government

Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität Bonn, Bonn, Germany – Government 

Memberships

Native American Journalists Association

Honors and Awards

2009 First place, New York State Associated Press Association Writing Contest, Niche Web Site (for HudsonHappenings.com)

2009 First place, New York State Associated Press Association Writing Contest, Specialty Publications (for Hudson Valley Connoisseur magazine)

2006 Best of Gannett, Non-Daily Content Div. II, (for Hudson Valley Connoisseur magazine)

2002 Cap Creal Journalism Award, The New York State Agricultural Society, (for feature article, "A is for Hudson Valley Apples" pub. by the Valley Table magazine)

1994 Distinguished Local Reporting Award of Excellence, New York Newspaper Publishers Association, (for Woodstock '94 coverage) 

