9780590471794
The Indispensable Calvin and Hobbes 
What Makes this Special
The wild and action-packed world of an absurdly imaginative six-year-old and his loyal tiger sidekick comes to life in this comprehensive cartoon anthology.

Summary
Join the adventures of a massively misbehaving kid and the stuffed tiger friend who comes alive in his vivid make-believe adventures.

Calvin: precocious, insufferable, and absurdly insightful. His flights of fancy take him away from the everyday routines and arbitrary rules that consistently fail to keep him in line.

Hobbes: wise and lovable, incisive social critic, champion of naps, and expert Calvin-tackler.

Secure in their unbreakable bond, they boldly test the boundaries of the everyday world with wit, wisdom, and a taste for mischief. From serene reflections on summer afternoons to outlandish exhibitions of snowman art, these inseparable pals have a definite genius for making their own fantastical fun. Whether they're debating the merits of pre-Christmas goodness or sending the family car on a driverless ride, this dynamic duo faces the challenges of childhood with delightful invention.

This large-format treasury features full-color Sunday strips throughout and an illustrated poem by creator Bill Watterson that can only be found in this special edition.


9780545560092
Dangerous Waters: An Adventure on the Titanic
What Makes this Special
Fast-paced, sharply written, and exquisitely researched, this captivating historical tale follows a young adventurer, a rich book collector, and a devious master of disguise whose fates collide aboard the Titanic. 

Summary
The Titanic is beginning its fateful voyage– and twelve-year-old Patrick has made his way on board. Taking a job as a lowly steward, the young Irish stowaway prepares for the adventure of a lifetime. 
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When Patrick befriends Henry Widener, a wealthy passenger with a passion for rare books, he becomes caught in a dangerous web of intrigue. 

Patrick soon discovers that two villainous passengers are after a priceless volume in Harry’s collection. The would-be thieves are after a coded book that they believe holds the secrets of alchemy– a chemical magic that turns metal to gold. 

As the ship sails toward its ultimate fate, Patrick must outwit his new enemies, protect Harry’s book, and try to survive an impending disaster. 

Deftly weaving actual history and richly invented characters within a riveting plot, this engrossing tale is full of action, mystery, and stunning twists.  


9780060577339
Septimus Heap: Magyk
What Makes this Special
Spellbinding fantasy meets fast-paced adventure in the absorbing and lighthearted tale of two remarkable kids who must escape the clutches of an evil sorcerer, learn to cast magical spells, and discover who they really are. 

Summary
Legend says that the seventh son of the seventh son will possess great power—and Septimus Heap just happens to be that son.  But on the day of his birth, fate intervenes – Septimus is pronounced dead and whisked away by the midwife.  That same day his father finds a violet-eyed baby in the woods, so the distraught family decides to adopt the child and name her Jenna. But the great wizard Marcia has a warning for them: Jenna is no ordinary orphan, and the fate of the kingdom depends on her survival. 

Ten years later, agents of the evil wizard DomDaniel have discovered Jenna’s identity, and spies are conspiring to end her life. Jenna and her family must escape from assassins, hunters and fearsome monsters, fleeing through the streets of her crumbling town and the dark tunnels of the castle, and into the distant marsh at the edge of the land.  

As Jenna’s flight takes her beyond the world she has known, she and her family will have to depend on new friends for safety: the prickly, spell-casting Marcia who has protected her since birth, a kindly and eccentric witch known as Aunt Zelda, and a mysterious child soldier named Boy 142. 

The twisty and suspenseful plot teems with stunning revelations as Jenna and her new companions seek the answers to life-changing questions: how will they escape DomDaniel’s grip? What is the true identity of this gifted yet mistrustful boy? And what really happened to Septimus Heap? 


9780375866784
Sleeping Bootsie
What Makes this Special
Enchanting illustrations, lovable characters, and easy-to-follow text make this feline fairy tale a warm and gentle treat for newly independent readers.

Summary
Once upon a time there was a very lonely kitten who had no place to live.

After being carried to the castle in a basket, little Bootsie is discovered by a sweet and kind maid. It looks like Bootsie has finally found a home. The queen greets the kitten with open arms while the good fairies give her wonderful gifts: a very playful nature, a kind heart, and a beautiful meow!

But not all of the castle fairies are nice, and the silver fairy casts a very nasty spell: if the kitten's paws get wet, she'll fall into the deepest sleep! And when Bootsie finds a goldfish bowl, she simply can't resist.

Will the people of the castle find a way to lift the fairy's curse, or will this sweet little kitten end up snoozing forever? 

