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April 3, 2008
The Honorable Hillary Clinton

Hillary Clinton for President

4420 North Fairfax Avenue

Arlington, Va. 22203

RE: North Carolina Democratic Primary 2008 Debate 

Dear Senator Clinton:

On behalf of almost 2.6 million North Carolina Democrats, 17 North Carolina superdelegates, and the entire CBS News team, we would like to thank you and your campaign for your support of a Presidential Candidates’ Debate in North Carolina on CBS, hosted by the North Carolina Democratic Party (NCDP).  The NCDP has joined with CBS News in a historic partnership, to produce a 90 minute presidential debate. 

The debate will be held on Sunday, April 27th, from 8:00 to 9:30 PM immediately following 60 Minutes. The debate will air live, during primetime, on the CBS Network, and will be moderated by CBS News Anchor Katie Couric and Face the Nation host Bob Schieffer.

As you can imagine, after the campaigns confirmed their commitment to a North Carolina Debate, we got literally swamped with requests to host the debate from institutions across the State. We are currently considering two finalists for a site; NC State in Raleigh and the North Carolina Blumenthal Performing Arts Center in Charlotte, where we would potentially work together with the Foundation for the Carolinas (a coalition of six colleges and universities:  University of North Carolina - Charlotte, Johnson C. Smith University, Queens University of Charlotte, Davidson College, Central Piedmont Community College, and Johnson and Wales University) and key Charlotte community leaders to host the debate. 

Working together with either one of these great communities, we hope to make this debate weekend a true learning experience for North Carolinians. The audience would be a mix of your invited guests, North Carolina Democrats, students from our host school or schools and a few debate sponsors.

We are moving ahead on our final site survey. We will let you know the site in the next few days as soon as we finalize it.  CBS will work with the NCDP’s debate consultant, Jenny Backus, to schedule format and logistics calls for your campaign staff in the near future.

The North Carolina Democratic Party is excited about hosting you, your family, and your campaign for our debate with CBS. We hope to give as many North Carolina Democratic and unaffiliated voters as possible the chance to meet you and your families while you are in our state for the debate. 

With Best Wishes,

[image: image1.png]o




Jerry Meek, Chair




North Carolina Democratic Party

Sean McManus

President, CBS News

Paid for by the North Carolina Democratic Party (www.ncdp.org).  Not authorized by any candidate or candidate committee. Contributions are not tax deductible for federal income tax purposes.
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