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App-y Trails
New NPS gadgets help soldiers track
everything from travel to inside dope.

Posted: Thursday, August 12, 2010
12:00 am | Updated: 5:58 pm, Thu May
16, 2013.

By Robin Urevich | 0 comments

Students and professors at Monterey’s
Naval Postgraduate School aren’t just
cooking up top-secret stuff. Now some
of the school’s Afghanistan expertise is
available in pocket-sized form
worldwide free to anyone who owns an
iPhone, iPad or Blackberry.

Robert Davis and Christopher Joers,
both Air Force investigators and NPS
students, developed the MOBIAFG app
as a handy crash course in culture, history, tribal dynamics, and even opium poppy
production for war fighters and others on the ground in the country.

“This is the equivalent of a Lonely Planet guide for soldiers,” Davis says. That is, without
the hotel and restaurant tips.

The military handles those day-to-day details but soldiers sometimes need help when it
comes to the context in which they operate. For example, a soldier airdropped into
Southern Afghanistan can, with a few taps of a finger, call up a map that shows which
tribal groups operate in the area. She can get details on tribal genealogy and centuries-
old tribal disputes that still have resonance today.

Joers, who served in Kabul, says the app might help a soldier who wants to establish
cred with a local official. “While meeting with a guy, you could pull up a photo of a local
governor,” he says. “It can validate what he’s telling you or make him feel more
comfortable that you understand.”

The guide gets granular when it comes to the opium trade, explaining drug terminology
in ways a soldier would get. “One tulee is a hearty amount of opium to be smoked in
one day, although long-term addicts can smoke one or over two tulee per day… It is
roughly the weight of one AK-47 (7.62X39mm) bullet or ten grams.” And, the guide
notes that in one Northeast province, “between three and six tulee are traded for one
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Armed with Info: NPS students Robert Davis (left) and
Christopher Joers show off MOBI AFG, their first-of-a-
kind Afghan info app designed for use by soldiers and
others on the ground in country.

HOME CLASSIFIEDS NEWS OPINION A&E FOOD & WINE PEOPLE ETC. VISITORS ABOUT US Search here...  GO

http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/classifieds/sale/home/appliance/carpet-cleaner-new-never-used-h-x-carpet-cleaner-as/ad_f146cc43-822d-5b00-8aa0-5cb7eb0d1c3a.html
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/classifieds/sale/home/appliance/refrigerator-ge-profile-french-door-stainless-d-x-w/ad_65207479-4628-5fd8-bdb6-91ebade0df3e.html
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/classifieds/sale/home/appliance/freezer-small-undercounter-size-old-but-works-good/ad_4cc48eab-e534-5205-ac75-db7bcef66f85.html
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/classifieds/sale/clothes/hoodie-pink-marilyn-monroe-hoodie-picture-on-front-half-price/ad_bfb883b8-fe97-57c1-b34a-1bdfa8f32247.html
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/classifieds/sale/clothes/ladies-clothing-size-only-pants-capris-shorts-blouses-jackets/ad_06f234ea-5bed-5351-9f16-78a8391ec07a.html
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/classifieds/sale/electronics/receiver-harmon-karden-receiver-jbl-type-l-speakers/ad_1e9101d9-9857-5db9-a821-2bcc23fdfcf9.html
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/classifieds/sale/furniture/oak-furniture--piece-mission-style-end-table-set-/ad_2519d660-0bca-56b9-bfec-c7d58b03a1d9.html
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/classifieds/sale/furniture/entertainment-center-obo/ad_b3852400-8ca1-5977-b468-e09b84fe079f.html
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/classifieds/sale/furniture/recliner-club-recliner-chair-pink-good-condition-best-offer-over/ad_8b14f554-8514-5979-8bf0-dd6d5aae5aec.html
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/classifieds/sale/sale/garage/free-garage-sale-ads-get-rid-of-it-all-and/ad_8cddab75-f854-5834-a639-4e2a010abcd9.html
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/site/forms/online_services/submit_news/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/place_an_ad/
http://bit.ly/neuPTe
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/eedition/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/mobile/
http://www.facebook.com/MontereyCountyWeekly
http://www.twitter.com/mcweekly/
http://www.youtube.com/MontereyCountyWeekly
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/archives/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/search/?mode=article&q=&nsa=eedition&t=article&l=10&s=start_time&sd=desc&f=rss&d=&d1=35+years+ago&d2=
http://mcweekly.com/best/2014/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.montereycountyweekly.com%2Fnews%2Flocal_news%2Fnew-nps-gadgets-help-soldiers-track-everything-from-travel-to%2Farticle_31746be4-b766-51a2-b043-39e8358ce2dc.html&related=mcweekly%2Ctownnews&text=New%20NPS%20gadgets%20help%20soldiers%20track%20everything%20from%20travel%20to%20inside%20dope.%20%20&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.montereycountyweekly.com%2Fnews%2Flocal_news%2Fnew-nps-gadgets-help-soldiers-track-everything-from-travel-to%2Farticle_31746be4-b766-51a2-b043-39e8358ce2dc.html%23.U2sFq_LPASs.twitter&via=mcweekly
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.montereycountyweekly.com%2Fnews%2Flocal_news%2Fnew-nps-gadgets-help-soldiers-track-everything-from-travel-to%2Farticle_31746be4-b766-51a2-b043-39e8358ce2dc.html
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/news/local_news/new-nps-gadgets-help-soldiers-track-everything-from-travel-to/article_31746be4-b766-51a2-b043-39e8358ce2dc.html#user-comment-area
javascript:void(0)
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/site/forms/online_services/submit_news/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/content/tncms/live/#0
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/content/tncms/live/#1
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/place_an_ad/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/news/local_news/new-nps-gadgets-help-soldiers-track-everything-from-travel-to/article_31746be4-b766-51a2-b043-39e8358ce2dc.html?mode=image&photo=0
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/classifieds/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/news/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/opinion/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/calendar/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/restaurants/home/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/people/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/etc/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/visitors/
javascript:void(0);


5/7/14, 9:27 PMNew NPS gadgets help soldiers track everything from travel to inside dope. - Monterey County Weekly: Local News

Page 2 of 3http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/news/local_news/new-nps-gadge…-from-travel-to/article_31746be4-b766-51a2-b043-39e8358ce2dc.html

MC Weekly @ Twitter

All's fair with a foul ball. @ Biscuit Stadium
 instagram.com/p/nuAGiPGDn_/

Mark C. Anderson 
@MontereyMCA

Montgomery, AL, United States

Montgomery Biscuits (Tampa Bay Rays AA) and 
Jacksonville Suns tied at 1. @ Biscuit Stadium
 instagram.com/p/nt2MwwGDpI/

Mark C. Anderson 
@MontereyMCA

Montgomery, AL, United States

Looks like no one's going to jail, folks.

Sara Rubin 
@SaraHayleyRubin

2/2 "...any intentional violation of the closed-
session rules that would give rise to criminal 
prosecution."

Sara Rubin 
@SaraHayleyRubin

1/2 Although Kingsley offers this to Assistant DA 
Terry Spitz: "As a preliminary determination, I don't 
find anything that would suggest...

Sara Rubin 
@SaraHayleyRubin

Well holy crap. Judge needs to deliberate, but tells 
chief asst da no knowing brown act violation by 

maryrduan 
@maryrduan

2h

3h

6h

6h

6h

6h

Recent Issues

Local Band & Musician

TweetTweet 0 0

Discuss Print

More From This Site
SQUID FRY 05.01.14 – Row Master…

Weekly food writer flips out over new
Monterey Bagel Co. in Carmel; Barmel opens;
Mundaka is 5.

O Boy

Off the Hook gives Seaside another
neighborhood grill hidden in a grocery store.

Mac McDonald's exciting—and music-filled—
life after the Herald.

From Around The Web
Top 5 Dirtiest Restaurants From Restaurant
Impossible (Food Network)

The Best Cauliflower You'll Ever Eat (Recipe)
(PureWow)

Labor Nurses Dish on the Craziest Things
They've Seen in the Delivery Room
(MamasLatinas)

Josh Hartnett Has a Good Reason for His
Disappearance From Hollywood (Stirring
Daily)

Prince William's Actions on Plane Leave
World Stunned (PHOTOS) (Stirring Daily)

sheep.”

Content for the app comes from Professor Thomas Johnson’s Program for Culture and
Conflict Studies website. Johnson’s has spent decades studying Afghan culture and
using his knowledge to advise government officials.

Davis, who has a computer science background and Joers, an aeronautical engineer by
training, finished off the app in one semester.

They built one for the Blackberry first, and last month released the iPhone version. The
challenge was to create something that would be useful in the field where Internet
access is spotty. So instead of pulling data from the web, all of it is stored inside the
user’s phone.

“In a way, it’s a very primitive basic concept,” Davis says.

But, because it doesn’t depend on the Internet, it’s lightning fast. He notes Department
of Defense personnel “were blown away by it.”

The two student-soldiers purchased a $99 license from Apple that allows would-be
developers to test drive an app on a phone, then upload it to the company’s developer
portal so Apple can vet its usability and family-friendliness, and ensure it’s virus-free.

In its first two weeks in the App Store, some 170 people downloaded MOBIAFG, and
the first person to give it a grade has awarded the app five stars.

Davis and Joers note its big drawback: In a country where dynamics are constantly
shifting, much of the information is dated. They and Johnson hope to find a way to
provide regular updates going forward.

Posted in Local news, 0812 on Thursday, August 12, 2010 12:00 am. Updated: 5:58 pm. | Tags:
 Imported,  Issues,  2010,  0812| Aug 12,  News

Recommended by

0RecommendRecommend

http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/archives/2014/0424/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/archives/2014/0417/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/archives/2014/0410/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/archives/2014/0403/
http://t.co/JX1OSKre2D
https://twitter.com/MontereyMCA
http://t.co/rpr8g0lgwO
https://twitter.com/MontereyMCA
https://twitter.com/SaraHayleyRubin
https://twitter.com/SaraHayleyRubin
https://twitter.com/SaraHayleyRubin
https://twitter.com/maryrduan
https://twitter.com/MontereyMCA/statuses/464227526274187264
https://twitter.com/MontereyMCA/statuses/464205749758218240
https://twitter.com/SaraHayleyRubin/statuses/464169011316408320
https://twitter.com/SaraHayleyRubin/statuses/464168918035079168
https://twitter.com/SaraHayleyRubin/statuses/464168868412284929
https://twitter.com/maryrduan/statuses/464168841233584128
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/mc_weekly_@_twitter
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/archives/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/entertainment/local_bands/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.montereycountyweekly.com%2Fnews%2Flocal_news%2Fnew-nps-gadgets-help-soldiers-track-everything-from-travel-to%2Farticle_31746be4-b766-51a2-b043-39e8358ce2dc.html&related=mcweekly%2Ctownnews&text=New%20NPS%20gadgets%20help%20soldiers%20track%20everything%20from%20travel%20to%20inside%20dope.%20%20&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.montereycountyweekly.com%2Fnews%2Flocal_news%2Fnew-nps-gadgets-help-soldiers-track-everything-from-travel-to%2Farticle_31746be4-b766-51a2-b043-39e8358ce2dc.html%23.U2sFq3ZZKA8.twitter&via=mcweekly
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.montereycountyweekly.com%2Fnews%2Flocal_news%2Fnew-nps-gadgets-help-soldiers-track-everything-from-travel-to%2Farticle_31746be4-b766-51a2-b043-39e8358ce2dc.html
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/news/local_news/new-nps-gadgets-help-soldiers-track-everything-from-travel-to/article_31746be4-b766-51a2-b043-39e8358ce2dc.html#user-comment-area
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/news/local_news/new-nps-gadgets-help-soldiers-track-everything-from-travel-to/article_31746be4-b766-51a2-b043-39e8358ce2dc.html?mode=print
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/archives/2014/0501/squid-fry-row-master/article_a52c2244-d08a-11e3-b3f2-001a4bcf6878.html?mode=jqm
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/blogs/food_blog/weekly-food-writer-flips-out-over-new-monterey-bagel-co/article_1dfd37c2-d25b-11e3-9fa7-0017a43b2370.html
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/opinion/letters/o-boy/article_280b9246-d089-11e3-b4eb-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/blogs/food_blog/off-the-hook-gives-seaside-another-neighborhood-grill-hidden-in/article_3eee17dc-c4fd-11e3-aafe-001a4bcf6878.html?mode=jqm
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/blogs/music_blog/mac-mcdonald-s-exciting-and-music-filled-life-after-the/article_ae170d3e-d3f9-11e3-8eb6-0017a43b2370.html
http://www.foodnetwork.com/shows/restaurant-impossible/restaurant-impossible-video-gallery.html
http://www.purewow.com/entry_detail/recipe/8821/Forget-florets--roast-the-whole-damn-cauliflower.htm
http://articles2.mamaslatinas.com/pregnancy/169569/labor_nurses_dish_on_the
http://thestir.cafemom.com/entertainment/171837/josh_hartnett_has_a_good
http://thestir.cafemom.com/entertainment/172078/prince_williams_actions_on_plane
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/news/local_news
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/archives/2010/0812
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/search/?q=%22imported%22&t=&l=25&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=&sd=desc&s=start_time
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/search/?q=%22issues%22&t=&l=25&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=&sd=desc&s=start_time
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/search/?q=%222010%22&t=&l=25&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=&sd=desc&s=start_time
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/search/?q=%220812%7C%20aug%2012%22&t=&l=25&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=&sd=desc&s=start_time
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/search/?q=%22news%22&t=&l=25&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=&sd=desc&s=start_time
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/content/tncms/live/#
javascript:void(0)


5/7/14, 9:27 PMNew NPS gadgets help soldiers track everything from travel to inside dope. - Monterey County Weekly: Local News

Page 3 of 3http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/news/local_news/new-nps-gadge…-from-travel-to/article_31746be4-b766-51a2-b043-39e8358ce2dc.html

Features

Events

Advertise

Policy

Squidfry, Ask A Mexican, Rob Brezsny's Real Astrology, Online Features

Events Calendar, Submit an event

General Info, Media Kit, Rate Card, Submission Guidelines

Terms of Use, Privacy Policy

 

Contact us at 831-394-5656

The mission of the Montery county Weekly is to inspire independent thinking and conscious action, etc.

Serving Big Sur, Carmel Valley, Castroville, Del Rey Oaks, Marina, Monterey, Moss Landing, Pacific Grove, Pebble Beach, Prunedale, Salinas, Salinas Valley, Sand
City, Seaside and the entire Monterey County. © Copyright 2014, Monterey County Weekly, Seaside, CA - Milestone Communications Inc. All rights reserved.
Formerly the Coast Weekly newspaper. Powered by BLOX Content Management System from TownNews.com.

MORE BAND & MUSICIAN DIRECTORY »

Directory

Print comments

Forgot?

Screen Name or Email

Password

Welcome to the discussion.

Login

Need an account? Create one now.

http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/opinion/squidfry/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/opinion/ask_a_mexican/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/entertainment/rob_brezsnys_astrology/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/online_features/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/calendar/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/users/admin/calendar/event/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/site/advertise.html
https://docs.google.com/a/townnews.com/file/d/0B0jRMg_sXKDRYjBhNjRmZTMtYWI3ZC00ZjVhLWIxNWUtNzMzZmQ2MGU1ZmIx/edit?pli=1
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/site/rate_cards.html
https://docs.google.com/a/townnews.com/file/d/0B2TujPtfNPwUOGYzNzNmNDYtZDU4ZC00MzlhLWI0MjEtNTE4ZTkxYjJjZGE2/edit?num=50&sort=name&layout=list
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/site/terms.html
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/site/privacy.html
https://www.facebook.com/MontereyCountyWeekly
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?source=followbutton&variant=1.0&screen_name=mcweekly
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/
http://bloxcms.com/
http://townnews.com/
http://clicky.com/100675822
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/entertainment/local_bands/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/entertainment/local_bands/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/news/local_news/new-nps-gadgets-help-soldiers-track-everything-from-travel-to/article_31746be4-b766-51a2-b043-39e8358ce2dc.html?mode=print-comments
javascript:void(0)
https://montereycountyweekly-dot-com.bloxcms-ny1.com/users/signup/?referer_url=/news/local_news/new-nps-gadgets-help-soldiers-track-everything-from-travel-to/article_31746be4-b766-51a2-b043-39e8358ce2dc.html#user-comment-area

