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* Star listings from 1to 5 are derived from readers’ Best Places To Play ratings. Visit golfdigest.com/courses for more information.

Left: Inferno orange fits the
color scheme at Great Sand
Dunes National Park and
Preserve in Colorado. Below:
The 373-yard second at Black
Mesa offers dramatic views
of sandstone ridges.

at a hotel in Aspen or a diner
in Chama, N.M.: Everybody
wanted alook. It’s like that

yellow Lamborghini without

the psychological implications.

People buy a car like this for
the spectator whiplash, and on
that score it’s a home run.
Taking the High Road
out of Taos, N.M., down
through the Sangre de Cristo
Mountains into Santa Fe, we
stopped at Black Mesa Golf
Club, Golf Digest’s Best New
Affordable Public course in
2003. Black Mesa looks like a

series of green carpets laid out
on the torsos of jagged sand-
stone outcroppings. Designer
Baxter Spann’s minimalist
approach—he worked around
the bluffs instead of dynamit-
ing them out of the way— pre-
served the natural setting and

¢ kept the course, situated on

the Santa Clara Pueblo Reser-

¢ vation, at a reasonable price.
i Atpeak times, the fee is $87
. with cart, and you can walk

during the week for $62.
Not many courses any-

. where offer the combination

of views, challenge and condi-
tioning at this price, but Black

¢ Mesa comes with a notable

caveat: You'll need to play it
again to get the full experi-
ence. Half a dozen times, my

playing partner and I looked

i back toward the tee from

the green and said, “So that’

¢ howyou playit.” T hit what I

¢ thought was a perfect 5-wood
¢ second shot to the left-center
¢ of the landing area on the 565-
¢ yard sixth only to be left with
¢ ablind pitch shot over rocks.

I would have been better off

¢ 20yards to the right and 50

¢ yards back. Still, the replay fee
. is $35, making 36 an enticing

. proposition.

Heading back to Denver

. to return the Camaro, I

. grudgingly moved to the

. right lane on the Interstate

¢ and set the cruise at six over.

¢ Abrick-like Honda Fit trun-

¢ dled by doing 85. I couldn’t

¢ find a target anywhere on it.

. Sometimes anonymous isn’t a
. terrible way to travel.

¢ VITAL STATISTICS
@ Denver
@
Aspen
COLORADO
Taos
BlackMesa ©
Golf Club @
NEW
Santa Fe ® MEXICo

. THE TRIP Denver to Santa Fe,

N.M., via Aspen, Colo., and Taos,
N.M.: 890 miles.

. THE CAR GM's eight-cylinder,
426-horsepower 2010 Camaro SS.

Base V6 models start at $22,995
(and get 29 miles per gallon on the
highway). The top-of-the-line SS

¢ with a six-speed automatic and

¢ 20-inch wheels costs $37.460.

© THE COURSE Black Mesa Golf
i Club (%% % %) sits on the Santa
¢ Clara Pueblo Reservation 30

minutes north of Santa Fe, in the

. foothills of the Sangre de Cristo

Mountains. Several holes require

forced carries off the tee, but
i wide fairways give you room to

miss left and right.
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