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SANDY BILSON
Thank you. Jo Ann gives a whole new meaning to the term “loud speaker.” What a perfect show starter… You just can’t ignore Jo Ann Worley. Thanks Jo Anne, your fabulous talent got us all to our places.  

Welcome. I’m thrilled to see such a full house tonight, especially at a time when we’re all struggling to make sense of this economy. Your presence here this evening demonstrates grace and commitment to the greatest investment one can make: bringing joy and purpose to the life of a child. 

Tonight’s host is one of the comedy world’s most familiar faces. Fred Willard’s wit and gift for improvisation has kept us laughing for many, many years: from his over 90 sketch appearances on the Tonight Show with Jay Leno to his work in Waiting For Guffman for which he won the American Comedy Award for Best Supporting Actor. His character work manages to be surprising, silly, understated and absurd all at once. Who can forget his hilarious inappropriate, remarks as sportscaster Buck Laughlin in Best in Show? Thanks to his off-color commentary, the sport casting community may never be the same.

For his work as Amy’s dad in Everybody Loves Raymond, Fred earned three Emmy nominations. And he recently costarred with Kelsey Grammer and Patricia Heaton in the new FOX comedy Back to You.

Ladies and Gentlemen, please welcome your host for the evening, a man who just couldn’t say no to us, the great comedy genius, Mr. Fred Willard

FRED WILLARD 

Hello busy people of Los Angeles and the Inland Empire. Thanks for coming. We have a diverse crowd tonight with a variety of life styles, dietary restrictions and receding hairlines. Yet we are all for the same reason: we share a great love and concern for needy children. We know how precious this time is in the development of a human being. In fact, your childhood brought you here today…so someone obviously did something right. 

Tonight, we celebrate the disadvantaged kids who somehow found their ways to Big Brothers Big Sisters of Los Angeles. I’m especially grateful to be your host because I learned through my wife Mary what a long lasting effect one-on-one mentorship can have on the life of an underprivileged child.

Not everyone can spare the time it takes to become a big brother or big sister, but any amount of volunteering or contribution will help bring love where it is so greatly needed and a little later you will witness first hand the results of that love. 

My background is improvisation, built upon the premise that one must listen and react, following the “yes and” rule to move story forward. Tonight we encourage you to help move a child’s life forward. Please don’t be afraid to say “yes and.” Your actions are guaranteed to make the world a better place.

Tonight we will show you how a new best friend can change a child’s life forever. It starts as a very carefully arranged meeting between strangers: a grownup and a child… Then, after a few baseball games, movies or simple conversations, an underprivileged child is exposed to a brighter future. This is the work of a Big Brother or Sister. And you are our extended family. But don’t’ worry, I promise not to show up unannounced for Thanksgiving dinner.

Here’s a little family video.
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