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If you hunger for the taste of European delights without overseas travel, savoring the essence of The Continent without leaving America, then treat yourself by visiting French-speaking Quebec City. 

A walkable metropolis balancing atop Cap Diamant escarpment, Quebec City overlooks the Saint Lawrence River and Laurentian Mountains northeast of Montreal. Steeped in a dizzying array of cultural, historic, gastronomic, and natural attractions sure to intrigue tastes of every stripe, Quebec City is a traveler’s dream. 

Europeans settled in 1609, and the city has been the hub of controversies between the British and French ever since. Following 1995’s referendum vote, separation from Canada became a distant memory, and Quebec’s economy is thriving. A peaceful Francophone populace proudly celebrates their robust history, language and familial lifestyle. Visitors will enjoy a rich weave of experiences here, led by convivial dining, historic architecture with cobblestone streets, lively arts culture, and fun-loving residents. Most “service” industry people speak English as well as other languages.  

When to Go

The four seasons reign supreme in this beautiful city, an open invitation for traveler spontaneity. This is the birthplace of the Voyageur spirit after all, so with passionate hosts, brilliant fall palettes, winter sun, spring energies and summer festivals, Quebec City is perpetually primed for tourists.

Where to Stay

The Fairmont Le Chateau Frontenac is a dreamy castle overlooking two rivers, and for 115 years the first choice for weary travelers. Other winning options include waterside Auberge Saint-Antoine in Lower Town, or quaint guesthouses like Auberge Louis-Hébert on Grand-Allée, or Château des Tourelles on Rue Saint-Jean.

Where to Eat

Loew’s Le Concorde Hotel serves Sunday Brunch with spectacular revolving views of Quebec City and beyond. Delicious European cuisine abounds throughout the city with favored kitchens including classic French Le Bonaparte, Café du Monde bistro overlooking the water, and the original global creations found at Laurie-Raphael.
What to Do

Must-do’s include Quebec Winter Carnival the first two weeks of February, a tour of the military complex at La Citadelle, indoor cultural romps at Québec Experience or the Museum of Civilization, viewing The Masters at the Museum of Fine Arts, strolling the oldest pedestrian shopping lane in North America (Quartier Petit Champlain) and nightclub fun on Grande-Allée at Le Dag, or Chez Maurice Complex. 

Quebec City Information

Tourism Québec: www.bonjourquebec.com 

Quebec Winter Carnival: www.carnaval.qc.ca 

Walking tours: www.toursvoirquebec.com
Bus tours: www.cbaduponttours.com
Calèche tours: www.calecheduvieuxquebec.com
Capital Observatory: www.observatoirecapitale.org 

Québec Experience: www.quebecexperience.com
Fairmont Le Chateau Frontenac: www.fairmont.com/frontenac
Auberge Saint-Antoine: www.saint-antoine.com 

Château des Tourelles: www.chateaudestourelles.qc.ca 

Auberge Louis Hébert: www.louishebert.com 

Museum of Civilization: www.mcq.org
Quartier Petit Champlain: www.quartierpetitchamplain.com 

Grand Allée: www.quebecregion.com/e/grande-allee.asp
Quebec Museum of Fine Arts: www.mnba.qc.ca 

La Citadelle: www.lacitadelle.qc.ca 

Loew’s Concorde Hotel: www.loewshotels.com 
Restaurant Le Bonaparte: 680 Grand Allée East, (418) 647-4747
Café du Monde: www.lecafedumonde.com  

Restaurant Laurie-Raphael: www.laurieraphael.com 

Dance Club Le Dagobert (Le Dag): www.dagobert.ca 

Chez Maurice Complex: www.mauricenightclub.com 
Gregory B. Gallagher is the author and photographer of the bestselling Eyewitness Top 10 Montreal & Quebec City (Penguin), and his clients include National Geographic Traveler, Smithsonian, Better Nutrition, Sesame Street, and many others.  
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