Title: Summer Flick Off IV
Subhead: 

By Stephen Robinson 

Are you over the Winter Movie Doldrums? You know, when you have to make an effort to see the tedious, Oscar-baiting films with the prosaic titles you don’t quite understand: No Country for Old Men, The Diving Bell and the Butterfly, In the Valley of Elah – even Atonement and Juno are kind of dicey. Some of these films are so long and boring, you’d almost prefer to read the book instead.

Well, fret no longer, as now it’s time for the Summer Movie…  whatever’s the opposite of “doldrums” (I’m on deadline and don’t have time to consult a thesaurus). Let’s enjoy stadium seating, air-conditioned comfort and the mindless brain candy we all really want to watch.

It all kicks off this month with Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull (May 22), which is noteworthy not just for boasting the longest title in the franchise but for reuniting director Steven Spielberg, executive producer George Lucas, star Harrison Ford, and the mountains of cash they stand to earn.
 
To prepare for his forth take at the role, the 64-year-old Ford reportedly spent three hours a day in the gym. I find that less believable and more fantastic than anything in the actual films. Shia LeBeouf follows up his success in last year’s Transformers as Indy’s greaser (hey, it’s the ‘50s) sidekick. The updated time frame means no Nazis as villains. This time it’s the Ruskies, as represented by Cate Blanchett’s Spalko.


I plan on seeking reparations from my girlfriend for the hard time I spent viewing 27 Dresses and P.S. I Love You. You Don’t Mess with the Zohan (June 6) seems fair compensation. Adam Sandler plays an Israeli counterterrorist agent who fakes his own death so he can become a New York hairstylist. This film contains two of my favorite things: Counterterrorism and hairstylists. Mariah Carey even appears as herself, which means that this will be the first Sandler film since Eight Crazy Nights to feature cartoon characters.

The Incredible Hulk (June 13) is the follow-up to 2002’s Hulk, which didn’t have an adjective but I think “terrible” would have sufficed. Fortunately, no one associated with the first film – aside from the caterer – is involved in the sequel. Edward Norton (Fight Club) replaces Eric Bana as Bruce Banner. He also rewrote the original script so as to better reflect the Bill Bixby TV show rather than the Ang Lee movie, which is fine by me. Liv Tyler is Banner’s girlfriend, Betty Ross, and William Hurt is an unlikely – but intriguingly cast – Thunderbolt Ross. Tim Roth is bad guy Emil Blonksy.

While you’re busying seeing The Incredible Hulk, you can also entertain yourself by enthusiastically not seeing The Happening. This is the latest M. Night Shyamalan yawn-fest, which stars Mark Wahlberg (The Departed). 

Films based on Don Adams TV shows have not borne great results so far – Inspector Gadget was pretty excruciating. However, I have high hopes for Get Smart (June 20), which stars Steve Carell (The Office) as Agent 86 and the adorable Anne Hathaway (The Devil Wears Prada) as Agent 99. If anyone can bring a 21st century spin to shoe phones, cones of silence, and wacky catch phrases (“Would you believe…?” and “Missed it by that much!”), it’s Carell.

The Love Guru (June 20th) is Mike Myers first live-action film in five years. Apparently, he believes enough time has passed since The Cat in the Hat that he can show his face again. I wouldn’t be so sure. The plot for this one is pretty indecipherable and the cast includes such comedic veterans as Jessica Alba, Ben Kingsley, Verne Troyer (Austin Powers), and Justin Timberlake.


Will Smith is hoping for another “Big Willie Weekend” with Hancock (July 4th), in which he plays an alcoholic superhero who has an affair with his publicist’s (Jason Bateman) wife (Charlize Theron). What’s not to like about this guy? Smith has had more success as buff action hero (I, Robot and I Am Legend) than flawed comedic lead – although I’m still waiting for The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air movie – so I’m approaching this with caution.


I’m pretty excited about Tropic Thunder (July 11). Ben Stiller stars in and directs this farce about five actors (Stiller, Jack Black, Robert Downey Jr. Jay Barachel, and Bill Hader) who think they’re making a Vietnam War movie but wind up fighting in an actual “police action.” This film got some initial buzz due to Owen Wilson dropping out after his 2007 accident. Matthew McConaughey replaced him, which is unfortunate, but not enough to diminish my interest. Audiences can also expect a lot of celebrity cameos, including a surprising appearance from Tom Cruise.

