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Lenny Kravitz released his first album, Let Love Rule, back in 1989, when Milli Vanilli, M.C. Hammer, and Paula Abdul were burning up the charts. Fifteen years later, he’s released his seventh studio album, Baptism, which is arguably his most complex work yet while still remaining accessible to modern audiences. Rapper Jay-Z even appears on one track, helping put the lie to the notion that Kravitz is an artist who prefers to dwell in the past. 


Music aside, though, Kravitz has come to epitomize “cool” just as Miles Davis did back in the 1950s and 1960s. We spoke with Kravitz during a brief break before he began the U.S. leg of his Baptism tour.

Q. How’s the tour?
 

A. It’s going great. I spent a couple months and a half in Europe and just got back from Japan. I’m doing the states in September. 

Q. How does this tour compare personally and artistically with past performances?

 

A. Each tour goes by how you feel as a human being. This is the best time I’ve ever had on the road.  I live through the music, you know? What I am is reborn as a person. Making peace with myself, getting closer to God.  It’s all part of life. You roll and you learn. I’m just loving life now.

Q. That perspective seems to represent the larger theme of your new album, Baptism. May I ask what the process was behind the making of the CD? Did you have anything in mind? A particular sound or message you wanted to express?

 

A. When I go into the studio, I don’t think about anything or plan anything. It just starts coming out. (And once that happens,) I start putting it together. It’s like a trance. When I’m running around the room, playing all the instruments, I’m not really aware of what’s going into it. I’m so in it. And I don’t see it when I’m in it.  I really don’t do anything but channel the music and record it. It all comes out the way I want it to (in the end). Don’t sit and think about I want to write a song about this or about that.

Q. You play all the instruments on your albums but it doesn’t sound like a solitary effort. It has the feel of bandmates playing off each other.
 

A. (laughs) You wouldn’t know it’s one guy unless you were told. I love playing instruments. And as all of the instrumentalists, I know how to play off myself. But it is kind of a weird process because I know what the other parts are going to do even if I haven’t done them yet.

Q. How does it feel when you’re touring and playing with a band as opposed to when you’re recording in the studio and pretty much playing everything yourself?

A. It’s great. It’s the complete opposite. I have an eleven-piece band and all those personalities mold into this one force.  It’s a big celebration.

Q. What do you think of Baptism now that it’s done? Is it what you thought it would be when you recording it?
 

A. I love it. I really enjoyed making it, and the reward is in making it. When the album is done, that’s the reward, man. I just feel, really good about it.

Q. When your first album (Let Love Rule) was released in 1989, did you have any large-scale plans or hopes about where your career would be in fifteen years? Did you even think that you would manage to remain relevant in such a constantly changing industry?
 

A. Honestly, I never thought about where I’d be. I just kept moving. But I feel very blessed that I’m still here. All the other groups that came out around the time I did are gone. The (Red Hot) Chili Peppers are still here but they were around before me. 

 

Q. How do you think the music scene has changed since you started out? 

A. These are weird times. I thought it would get better; things would get more creative. Man, 1989 was a renaissance compared to where things are now. There’s no inspiration, just product. I just wish there was a better music to listen to – music that would make me want to play it and listen to it. 

Q. Are there any modern musicians who interest you?

A. (British singer) Joss Stone is really good. I’m still listening to the classics, though. When I sit down and want to have myself floored, I put on Electric Ladyland or I put on Rubber Soul; I listen to Marvin Gaye, Al Green, Miles Davis, and Aretha. That’s what I listen to when I want to be floored.

Q. We’re a fashion magazine, so we have to ask about your look. How much thought do you put into your personal style? Or is just something that happens?

A. Fashion is not something I think about. I grew up around colorful people who had a way with clothes and style. It’s definitely not any big science where I consult with a stylist or anything. I just wear what I like. 
 

