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Six-string shakes
Keyboardist Tim Rice-Oxley (far right)
says when the band’s guitarist quit, it
threw the group “off kilter for a while.”

By Ari Bendersky

hatever you do, don’t
call them Coldplay. 

Keane, who also hails from Eng-
land, have had to live in the criti-
cal shadow of Chris Martin and
Co. for sounding similar and us-
ing piano as the band’s center-
piece.

That aside, the trio has enjoyed
a yearlong ride of their lives, ex-
ploding in England with the re-
lease of the band’s debut,
“Hopes and Fears,” and gaining
considerable steam in the U.S.
The band is touring with The
Zutons, another supercharged
British band, and Chicago’s own
Redwalls, a group set to take off
this year.

Metromix caught up with song-
writer/keyboardist Tim Rice-
Oxley in New York, the day be-

fore the band’s “Saturday Night
Live” debut.

I heard you in an interview a few
weeks ago, and it sounds like it
chaps your ass when you get
compared to Coldplay. 
[Laughs] I do re-
member doing
that interview.
We get asked
that a lot. It cer-
tainly is frustrat-
ing for us be-
cause you worry
that it will mis-
lead people into not listening to
us because you have one Cold-
play, so why listen to another?
Whereas the truth is far from
that—anyone who listens to us
knows that we’re very different. 

And you’re playing “Saturday
Night Live.”
It’s so surreal and hard to regis-
ter in ways. We’re trying to
shrug our shoulders and not
take it for granted. 

Are you going to ask [show host]
Paris Hilton to sing with you?
[Laughs] You never know—she

may not be able to help herself
from jumping on stage. 

Speaking of being on stage, how
did the Redwalls get on tour with
you guys? 
We heard about this band from

Chicago who
were just starting
out and making a
few people sit up
and listen. They
have a great
youthful enthusi-
asm and zest for
playing music

and singing together. That’s how
it should be. 

Have audiences taken to them? 
Yeah, I think it’s going on really
well. They’re a good kind of old-
fashioned rock ’n’ roll band, ba-
sically. People love that. It’s a
great way of warming things up
at the beginning of the night.

Both Keane and The Zutons were
up for Breakout Band at the Brit
Awards—has there been any
fighting backstage? 
[Laughs] No, not at all. They’re
really nice people. They’re a

great live band. They’re differ-
ent from us and have more of a
weird style—it’s pretty eccentric
and exciting. It’s another varia-
tion in the evening. 

Was it difficult at first to write
and play music after guitarist Do-
minic Scott left the band in 2001?
It threw us off kilter for a while,
but I think the writing got bet-
ter in a way. The lack of guitar
meant more space and melodies.
You could be more concise and
could actually pack the meaning
into the song instead of the
lengthy guitar solos. 

Have you started working on new
music or have plans to put out an-
other album any time soon?
We’ve started working on it. I’m
trying to write as much as I can.
I have an electric piano set up
next to me—I’m writing when-
ever I get a chance. We have ac-
cumulated a lot of songs, and
now it’s just a question of work-
ing out whether any of them are
good.

Keane’s not too, uh, keen on Coldplay comparisons
A sound of their own

preview
Sage Francis gives
us the scoop on New
England hip-hop.

concerts
Habib Koate, Rise
Against, Hidden
Camera and more.

soundcheck
Get tickets for Lenny
Kravitz, Bob Dylan
and The Killers.
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BIG GIGS

Big Head Todd And The Mon-
sters, Carbon Leaf. 8 p.m. Sat.
$31. Vic Theatre, 3145 N.
Sheffield Ave. 

Jack Dejohnette’s Latin Project,
Danilo Perez Trio. 8 p.m. Fri. $19-
$42. Symphony Center, 220 S.
Michigan Ave. 

Los Kumbia Kings, Akwid. 7 p.m.
Fri. $47.50. Aragon Ballroom,
1106 W. Lawrence Ave.

Moe. 8 p.m. Sat. $25. Aragon
Ballroom, 1106 W. Lawrence Ave. 

Pat Metheny Group. 7:30 p.m.
Sun. $49.50-$75. The Chicago
Theatre, 175 N. State St.

Rise Against, Tsunami Bomb,
Alexisonfire. 6:30 p.m. Sat-Sun.
Sold out. Metro, 3730 N. Clark St. 

Yolanda Adams, Juanita Bynum,
Kelly Price, RiZen, Martha Mu-
nizzi, Sheila E. 7:30 p.m. Thu.
$30-$55. Arie Crown Theatre,
McCormick Place, 2301 S. Lake
Shore Drive.

Call 312-559-1212 for tickets.
More music picks inside.

Ari Bendersky is a metromix
special contributor.

INSIDEMUSIC

▲

Keane
When: 6:30 p.m. Thursday
Where: Riviera,

4746 N. Racine Ave.
Tickets: $21


