NEW YORK: WINTER MAGIC
By Elina Furman

New York is pure magic in winter! Like stepping into a miniature snow globe, you’ll be dazzled by snowflakes dancing amid skyscrapers, bright lights illuminating Rockefeller Center, and yellow cabs zooming past horse-drawn carriages. Whether you’ve explored the city a thousand times over or have only just begun to seek its treasures, there's always a unique New York moment right around the corner.

From December to March, New York invites new and old friends to experience Paint the Town, a citywide celebration with special events and savings on hotels, restaurants, theaters, and more. Find a romantic hideaway for two, indulge your passion for fashion, marvel at the Christmas decorations, spoil yourself with deluxe spa treatments, or scream “encore” at the hottest Broadway shows in town. Whatever your taste or budget, New York’s festive parade of window displays, holiday fairs, cultural events, and bustling energy are sure to heat up your winter. So what are you waiting for? Come and Paint the Town.

New York Love Story

City of romance? You bet. There’s a reason why so many memorable on-screen love stories are set here. Moonstruck, Harry Met Sally, the classic An Affair to Remember -- nothing says romance like a trip to New York in winter. From romantic strolls through Central Park to dancing the night away at a tiny jazz club in Greenwich Village, when it comes to love, New York pulls out all the stops. Couples looking to get cozy this winter will find no shortage of romantic choices. For old-world glamour fit for a king and queen, check into the lavish rooms at Hotel Plaza Athenee. With sumptuous bathrooms, sweeping indoor atriums in select suites, and a grand European feel, it’s the perfect place to celebrate or renew your love. Once there, ask the concierge to make reservations at the nearby Le Bilboquet. With bustling waiters and a lively French bistro vibe, it’s a popular lunch spot that will make you want to linger for hours. Then, it’s on to the headiest spa experience in town at Mandarin Oriental’s VIP Spa suite. You’ll be transported to cloud ninety-nine while lounging in the large kang bed, enjoying a couple’s massage in front of a fireplace, and relaxing in the steaming herbal baths in the privacy of your own 650 sq. foot suite. Once you’re both rubbed down and rejuvenated, it’s time to dress up for a hot New York night on the town. The speakeasy vibe and private wine cellar at 21 Club is sure to set a sultry, members-only mood. And for a more intimate culinary experience, One If By Land, Two If By Sea offers a blazing fireplace, tuxedo-clad waiters, and live piano music in a romantic 18-century carriage house setting. 

The Suite Life

What better place to awaken your inner mogul than New York? While it may be true that money can’t buy happiness, in New York it’s definitely worth trying. Dazzling jewelry stores, art galleries, auction houses, and a myriad of expensive boutiques and restaurants provide the ultimate high-end experience for those who want to live like a Trump – if only for a day. Looking to rest your head in style and luxury? You’ll find plenty of opulent accommodations at such New York jewels as The St. Regis, Trump International Hotel & Tower, and the Ritz-Carlton New York Central Park. Once you’ve unpacked your bags, you’ll need a wardrobe fit for a Park Avenue socialite. Just walk along 57th Street from Fifth Avenue to Sixth Avenue to discover the myriad of designer treasures found at Tiffany & Co., Henri Bendel, Louis Vuitton, Chanel, Dior, and Gucci. Or, head cross town where you can stay warm while splurging at the new Time Warner Center at Columbus Circle. And when your spending spree is over, there’s nothing like a full afternoon tea to ward off the cold. At The Mark Hotel, you’ll find a formal British-style tea service with a uniquely American twist that will make you feel like true New York royalty. And that’s just the tip of the city’s culinary iceberg. When it comes to 5-star meals with world-class chefs, New York always delivers with a flourish. Choose from exceptional French cuisine at Jean-Georges, the Japanese chef’s menu at Nobu, or the unrivaled cuts at Brooklyn’s famous Peter Luger Steakhouse. To cap off the evening in true New York style, soar to unimaginable heights (70 stories to be exact) at the Rockefeller Center’s Top of the Rock. You’ll be dazzled by the 360 degree open-air views of Central Park, the Hudson River, the Brooklyn Bridge, and the Statue of Liberty. Just make sure to get there before the elevator coach turns into a pumpkin -- the last ride up is at 11 PM sharp.
Big Apple, Small Budget
New York may be one of the most expensive cities on earth, but you don’t have to be a Hilton or Rockefeller to enjoy its riches. From free concerts to ice skating at Wollman rink to spending a quiet afternoon at The Frick Collection’s indoor garden court, the city is full of free and low-cost activities that will keep your days buzzing and your wallet full. There are plenty of affordable hotels deals to be had, too, with comfy accommodations found at The Lucerne on the Upper West Side and at the quaint Washington Square Hotel in Greenwich Village. Once you’ve checked in, bypass the cabs and make a B-line straight for the subway. All aboard! Your first stop? Century 21. Located opposite the site of the World Trade Center, this department store helps thrifty shoppers score designer deals at a fraction of the price. Next, it’s on to 47th Street’s TKTS booth in Times Square, where savvy visitors can get their hands on half-price seats to popular Broadway shows. And if art is what you’re after, take advantage of “Pay What You Wish” Fridays at The Museum of Modern Art and the Guggenheim Museum. When your stomachs start grumbling (and after all that walking -- it will), savor the discounted prix-fixe meals during New York’s Winter Restaurant Week. Or, eat like a local by sampling the variety of cheap eats from Chinatown’s yummy dim-sum or the famous hot dogs at Gray’s Papaya. And for dessert? Get in line for some Frrrozen Hot Chocolate at Serendipity 3 and take it to go while enjoying the spectacular and, most-importantly, free views of the Manhattan skyline, the New York Harbor, and Statue of Liberty on the Staten Island Ferry. With all these savings, you’re bound to warm up to New York!
Celebrate the Chinese New Year

Why travel 14,000 miles to celebrate the Lunar New Year, when you can experience the most exciting Chinese celebration right here in New York City? While the event is celebrated all around the world, the Big Apple is famous for throwing one of the most authentic festivals around. From December 21 to February 5th, NYC Chinatown’s celebration kicks off with the 3rd Annual Lunar New Year Flower Market. Flowers symbolize good fortune and prosperity, so what better way to jump start the New Year than by browsing the event’s many florists, vendors, and artists booths? But the fun doesn’t stop there. On January 29, the New Year’s Day Firecracker Ceremony sees thousands of people take to the streets to watch firecrackers explode as dragons, lions, and unicorns take center stage. All-day festivities include cultural performances and showcases by Asian-American singers and dancers. Rounding out the celebration on February 5th will be the Chinatown Lunar New Year Parade and Festival. A wild extravaganza of colors, sights, and sounds, the spectacle offers an eye-popping procession of marching bands, martial artists, acrobats, and musicians. Ready to usher in the Year of the Dog in grand style? New York’s Chinatown is waiting for you.
Art, Culture, and Theatre…Oh My!
Culture and art buffs know that when it comes to getting their fix, New York’s thriving scene reigns supreme. From museums to theaters, symphonies to dance, foreign films to comedy shows, the city’s cultural and arts landscape brims with imagination, beauty, and variety. Epic, world-class exhibitions, small out-of-the-way SoHo art galleries, and of, course, Broadway and Off-Broadway shows -- it’s all right here in the Big Apple. This winter, art lovers will flock to MOMA’s long-awaited Edward Munch exhibit (a renowned Norwegian painter). Opera fans will grab their binoculars to experience Cyrano de Bergerac up close at The Metropolitan Opera House. Open mic enthusiasts won’t want to miss Wednesday Amateur Nights at Harlem’s World Famous Apollo Theater. And natural history buffs can take a journey deep into the Galápagos Islands at the American Museum of Natural History’s Darwin extravaganza. Since no trip to New York would be complete without a Broadway show, reserve your tickets to the revival of The Odd Couple, starring the golden duo Matthew Broderick and Nathan Lane. Or, settle in to watch the Rockettes kick up their heels at the annual Radio City Christmas Spectacular. And finally, don’t forget to stop by and browse the 70+ fine art and antiques dealers at The Winter Antiques Show at the Armory ( January 20 – 29). Who knows? You may just come away with the ultimate souvenir of your trip to New York. 
Let’s Do Brunch!: Tim Zagat’s Top Picks

In a city that never sleeps, a late brunch with friends or family is a tradition observed with religious devotion. Pancakes, eggs benedict, crepes, bagels and lox, and fresh waffles -- in the Big Apple, brunch is much more than just a meal; it's a social ritual. Not only is the perfect way to cap off a weekend, one can sample an expensive restaurant -- complete with white linens, Champaign, and gourmet fare -- for a fraction of the price of dinner. With over 500 brunch spots to choose from, Tim Zagat picks the top-rated from the Zagat Survey 2006 New York Restaurants.

1. Aquagrill (210 Spring St.):  For a creative seafood brunch in the heart of SoHo, Zagat readers flock to Aquagrill for fresh shucked Oysters, thick Chowders, and homemade Smoked Salmon.

2. Barney Greengrass (541 Amsterdam Ave.): The lines at this Upper West Side institution may be long, but regulars swear by such staples as fresh sturgeon, chicken liver sandwiches, and Nova Scotia salmon scrambled with eggs and onion.

3. Norma’s (118 West 57th St.): Located in the Le Parker Meridien, tables at Norma’s are always in demand due to innovative brunch fixtures such as Foie Gras Brioche French Toast, Red Berry “Risotto” Oatmeal, and Mango-Papaya Brown Butter Cinnamon Crepes. Fortunately, all dishes are served daily.

4. Payard Bistro (1032 Lexington Ave.): Zagat voters swoon over pastry chef Francois Payard’s “gallery-worthy” desserts. And the Croque Monsieur? Right out of Paris’s famous Left Bank.

5. River Café (1 Water St.): The stunning Lower Manhattan view may entice them, but it’s the gourmet New American dishes such as Egg and Lobster Omelette and Duck Steak and Eggs that keep them coming back. 

