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The Best of Late Night Foreign Policy

By MP NUNAN

Today I’m introducing what might become a regular feature of my blog – “The Best of Late Night Foreign Policy.”

Of course, as soon as I decided to pursue this line of research, the Battle of Jay vs. Conan monopolized the airwaves, and the nation was enthralled by the question of which Filthy-Rich-White-Guy-in-a-Tie-Sits-Behind-a-Desk-on-TV-Better.

At the same time, the Haitian earthquake occupied much of the foreign news landscape, from which the Late Night Guys get their material. Tragedy, of course, is hard to make funny.

Still, there are some recent contenders.

By the “Best of Late Night Foreign Policy,” I mean not only funny, but also grounded in a reasonable knowledge of the world outside US borders.  Here are some recent contenders:

The Daily Show with Jon Stewart on Yemen, January 6, 2010:  “Can’t we get into a war with paved countries?”

The Colbert Report – Yemen – January 5, 2010.  “Yemen is not only full of terrorists, but also Mexicans.”

Unlike Comedy Central’s fake news programs, the Late Night landscape made up of Jay, Conan and Dave seem to rarely produce segments on international events. So judging their foreign policy cred is based on the jokes they throw out during monologues. (To save both my sanity and my DVR, I’ve chosen to ignore Jimmy Fallon, Craig Ferguson, Jimmy Kimmel and anyone else lurking in late late night.)

The winner is David Letterman.  On the 23 year-old Nigerian underwear bomber: “The guy was not too bright – he said the reason he became a suicide bomber was to work his way up the al Qaeda organization.”

Conan is second, but Jay?  I don’t want to gang up on the guy, but let’s just say that Jay needs to travel more. Not every foreign event needs to be linked to NBA penis size.  And not everyone lives in a cave.

Since pickings were slim on the Late Night foreign desk,  I’m going to reach into some recent archives to highlight two other very funny spots:
Saturday Night Live’s joint press conference with President Obama and Chinese President Hu Jintao, November 2009.

And one more from Stephen Colbert – October 6th, 2009:  “Afghanistan is just not that into being invaded.” (Starts around 1.30)

