Sometimes a show is so bad but you've invested so much time in it that it's just absolutely necessary to see it through...in other words, Bachelor Pad.  The finale was last night and, on a scale of 1 to Tool Academy, it's about on par with Dating in the Dark.  After a season in which ABC pitted folks against each other in order to make them cry and revert back to their high school years in challenges like pie-eating, balloon-throwing, and spin-the-bottle, it came down to Team Kiptyn and Tenley (or Kip-Ten as she called them...groan), Natalie and David, and Elizabeth and Kovacs.  The final challenge was a dance-off, and you'd be hard-put to find worse dancing at your local convalescent home.  Of course, ABC can't resist cross-promotions and casting from within, so the judges were host Melissa Rycroft, douchiest bachelor in Bachelor history Jake Pavelka, and Bachelorette poster child Trista Sutter.  Each team was paired up with a Dancing With the Stars dancer, and it looked as though Tenley's head might actually pop off when she saw that they were paired with Chelsie Hightower.  Of course, it would be a bit like a pinata if that happened because, if Tenley's head exploded, most likely a whole s-load of candy would come out.  Dave and Natalie were paired with Louis something or other, but the best was Kovacs and Elizabeth, who were paired up with she-of-the-perfect body Edyta Sliwinska.  Conversely, Kovacs head seemed like it was going to pop off when he got one look at her bod, but in this case it would just be a geyser of wine and tequila.  Of course, Elizabeth got the crazy eyes big time as they were rehearsing and Edyta was rubbing her sexy nether region all over Kovacs.  If her head popped off, well...nothing would come out.

KipTen were the first to dance and it was relatively painless.  And Kiptyn actually wore a tux as opposed to David and Kovacs, who looked like they should have been starring in Blades of Glory.  Despite a last-minute fall on the dance floor, the couple got 26 points from the judges.  Kovacs and Elizabeth were up next and it just got plain ugly at this point.  Buzz Aldrin could have danced circles around both those chums.  Sure the sexual chemistry was there but it looked like a bad Skinemax movie.  The best part about the whole thing was running commentary from Natalie, who called their dance "uncomfortable" and like "watching a wreck."  See ya, ElizaVacs.  Dave and Natalie were up next, and it was hard to watch the dance moves at first as it was impossible not to get caught up in his low-cut sparkly man-onesie and her Oompa Loompa orange skin.  The dance was actually pretty decent until they forgot the moves and basically started a conversation with each other right on the dance floor.  Needless to say, KipTen won the competition and Tenley proceeded to dance the rest of the night away in glee.  It was hard not to want to shoot her, but that would require special bullets, probably made of sugar plum fairies.

Ultimately, it was KipTen's decision as to who they should bring with them to the finals, so Kiptyn engaged Kovacs in a conversation about what he would do.  Doesn't everyone ask themselves WWKD?  Of course, he tried to get Kiptyn thinking of eliminating the toughest contenders, who would be Dave and Natalie.  But in the end they chose Dave and Natalie to go the finals with them, leaving Elizabeth as the only one who had a case of the Kovacs.

Most of the drama happened during the second part of the show, which took place in the studio with Chris Harrison and Melissa Rycroft, along with the rest of the Bachelor Pad crew.  What was really funny is how bitter some of these folks (read: losers) still were after all this time.  Let it go, people (read: Krissalee and Nikki).  Nikki tried her best to not look like everyone's mom by bringing out the girls in full force.  And Elizabeth showed up with brown hair, which apparently did not make her any smarter.  Although she was smart enough to ditch Kovacs in the meantime, as she wasn't all that pleased that he told cameras she had a screw loose.  As the saying goes, the truth hurts.

Chris asked Gia about being one of "The Outsiders," and Patrick Swayze turned over in his grave when he heard that term referred to in regards to them.  Do it for Johnny!  Chris then asked Gia about her boyfriend status, and she stated that she is single.  The kiss that went down next between Wes and Gia basically had to have made everyone watching die a little inside, and basically ensured there will never be a Bachelor Pad Deux.  Such a cheesy moment, even for reality TV.  Of course, Chris Harrison pulled out the ol' "If you should choose to forego the studio" joke.

KipTen and Dave and Natalie were brought out, and then those who returned from Bachelor Pad got to bombard them with bitter questions.  Of course, Crazy Michelle got the chance to speak which is always truly frightening.  She channeled her best Glenn Close as she told Tenley "What goes around comes around" regarding the alleged "rumor" Tenley started about her.  Sanity is so overrated, Michelle.  Carry on.  Krissalee also proved she's one bitter pill herself, confronting Dave about not telling her she was going to be voted off the show.  And Gia went balls to the wall in confronting Kiptyn about his double-cross of Nikki while on the show.  Yawn.  Gwen confronted David about overhearing him say that people in their upper 30s are losers for being on the show and, to his credit, he basically owned up to the statement.  Guy's got giant cajones (and big bulgy eyes, btw)!

The ending was quite Machiavellian in style, as each person had to reveal the team they voted for.  David and Natalie won the votes, leaving KipTen in the dust...fairy dust, that is.  Then ABC got really vindictive and had Dave and Natalie go into separate deliberation rooms to write down "Keep" or "Share" regarding the $250,000.  If one wrote "Keep" and the other wrote "Share," the person who wrote keep would get all the money (and feel like a total douche).  If they both write "Share" they share it, of course.  But the real kicker was if they both wrote "Keep" the money would be split among the Bachelor Pad contestants.  Oh snap!  While the two deliberated, Chris got everyone talking about the implications, and somehow Kovacs didn't seem to understand.  Apparently Elizabeth had been rubbing off on him.  Nikki threw Natalie under the bus and said she would write "Keep."  Bitter, party of one.  And The Weatherman threw out the obvious implications of how little the money would be to split after taxes.  Jussayin'.  In the end, the two took the easy way out and both wrote "Share," leaving everyone else feeling like total losers for having been on the show at all.

The show ended with Wes strumming "the song" and most would have to agree that a scorching case of herpes has his name all over it for getting that in our heads.  Damn you, Wes!

