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Lecture on the Holocaust
     The Holocaust is the term commonly used to define one of the darkest periods in human history. From 1938 to 1945, Jews throughout Germany and much of Europe faced state sponsored persecution and genocide. The German government of the time, controlled by the Nazi Party and their leader, Adolf Hitler, sought to wipe out the Jews and completely eliminate them from Germany as well as all occupied lands gained during World War II. The Nazi’s plans were never fulfilled, but through the process of their heinous efforts six million Jews were murdered indiscriminately, for men, women, and children alike were all put to death. 

     The sheer tragedy and unfathomable horror of the Holocaust has left and continues to leave an indelible impression on people all over the world. However, there are many stories related to this terrible event that often go untold. One such story deals with Jews seeking refuge in countries outside Nazi occupation. Many refugees, desperate to find sanctuary, looked to nations like England, Cuba, and the United States for help. Unfortunately, these nations offered little assistance, adhering to the politics of the times rather than acting in a humanitarian way. 
     The politics of the United States regarding Jewish refugees from Nazi persecution will be the subject of a special presentation at the Cheng Library Auditorium. Safe Haven: The True Story of the Lone American Holocaust Refugee will be held on Wednesday, April 26 from 7 to 9:30 PM. The focus of the presentation will be on a refugee camp in Ontario, New York, which was active from August 1944 to February 1946. In that amount of time only 982 refugees were given safe haven, a miniscule number when considering the six million Jews that perished under the Nazi regime. 

     Professors Peter Stein and Miryam Wahrman will speak briefly at the opening. They will introduce Kate Forfia, an MA candidate in the WPU Department of History, who will discuss the different political and racial aspects of this story. Excerpts from the movie titled, Haven, which is based on the true story of the refugee camp, will also be shown at the auditorium. The presentation promises to be a worthy educational experience and a valuable lesson learned from history for all who attend.            
