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If you’ve ever felt like you should have been born in a different decade, then you just haven’t visited the intoxicating world of retro cocktail bars. Time travel is possible and accessible. Who says you must have the flux capacitor? All you really need is a comprehensive guide like this one. Old haunts, dives and hotels make up an integral part of America’s bar history, and their premises carry a rosy glow of liquor-scented nostalgia. But that’s not the case for all. Some have been strategically designed to give you the feeling that James Dean—or even your grandmother—was perhaps a local. Here, DoYouRemember nominates America’s best retro—and retro-inspired—bars.

Chicago
The Drinkingbird, DePaul
Resembling a swank ’60s hangout with a cocktail menu that features true classics (Old Fashioneds, Sazeracs, etc.), The Drinkingbird ensures a respectable hangover. www.drinkingbirdchicago.com
Emporium, Wicker Park
Every hip neighborhood must have three things: craft beers, beards—and a classic arcade bar. Making it even more appealing to the Hillary Clinton in all of us is the bar’s astounding whiskey collection. www.emporiumchicago.com
Green Mill Cocktail Lounge, Uptown
Soak up the sounds of the late ’30s and early ’40s at one of Chicago’s most sophisticated jazz spots. What used to be one of Al Capone’s speakeasies during Prohibition has since seen the presence of stars from Frank Sinatra to John Cusack. www.greenmilljazz.com
Las Vegas
Artifice, Downtown
On certain nights bands like the Cure and Joy Division pour through the speakers while a disco ball spins and shattered fragments of light glitter throughout the room. In the private VIP lounge, Frida Kahlo joins you—well, at least her portrait on the wall does. Order one of their signature cocktails—the Andy Warhol or the Taming of the Shrew—and check out pop art by local artists that adorns the brick walls. www.artificebar.com
Commonwealth, Downtown
Presenting three drinking spots within one: a rooftop patio, a 20-foot lounge and a 28-seater speakeasy. Commonwealth blends sultry with sophisticated, along with serving up some of the best cocktails downtown. www.commonwealthlv.com
Insert Coins, Downtown
Another bar and arcade designed specifically for the Las Vegas crowd, this establishment not only features classic arcade games like Space Invaders but also acclaimed DJs from all over the world. www.insertcoinslv.com
Peppermill Restaurant and Fireside Lounge, the Strip
This legendary neon-lit lounge with velvet couches and indoor fire pits (!) is the perfect spot for late-night munchies after an evening of drinking (or vice versa). Running full-steam on a 24-hour clock, this place truly caters to the needs of Las Vegans. www.peppermilllasvegas.com
West Wing Bar, the Strip
Tucked away in the MGM Grand is the intimate West Wing Bar, featuring bright orange walls, egg-shaped loungers and silver, twinkling ceiling fixtures. You may not feel like you’re on the Strip, or for that matter, in the 21st-century. www.mgmgrand.com
Los Angeles
Blind Barber, Culver City
A cut above the rest, this modern-day barber shop fixes up fancy dos and craft cocktails. A secret door leads to a big lounge in the back. www.blindbarber.com
The Edison, Downtown
A former power plant has been turned into a chic, lavish nightspot combining both art nouveau and industrial gothic design. Take a trip back to the early 1900s in the sub-basement of this historic downtown landmark. www.edisondowntown.com
Frolic Room, Hollywood
A longtime icon on Hollywood Boulevard—located right in front of Gary Cooper’s star—the Frolic Room has changed little since it first opened its doors. Rumor has it that the bar was first created as a speakeasy to entertain a star-studded clientele. Regulars included Frank Sinatra, Judy Garland, John Belushi and the band 311, who dedicated a song to the neighborhood staple.

Rainbow Bar and Grill, West Hollywood
A local hangout for musicians, the Rainbow Bar & Grill has been featured in a number of songs and rock videos, and famously spawned the groupie career of Pamela Des Barres, who was once part of the wait staff. If you go there today be prepared to step into an ’80s time warp. Chances are you’ll spot a legend. www.rainbowbarandgrill.com
Tiki-Ti Lounge, Hollywood
Drift away to Los Angeles circa 1960 as you step into the tiki hut and taste what is perhaps one of the country’s best Mai Tai recipes, which has roots that trace back to the 1930s. www.tiki-ti.com
The Varnish, Downtown
Go through the backdoor of Cole’s famous French-dip sandwich shop and voilà: You are now standing in one of Los Angeles’ most raved-about bars. Featuring stellar drinks and great service, this cozy venue mixes up a stiff one. Dim, romantic and perfect for date night.

Miami
11th Street Diner, South Beach
Housed in an original 1948 art deco dining car, the 11th Street Diner features a cozy bar that takes you back to the days of martinis and Harvey Wallbangers. Classic fare and décor highlighted by a WPA-inspired mural has lured everyone from international fashion magazines to MTV’s Real World. www.eleventhstreetdiner.com
Gramps, Wynwood
From the decorative white text on the outside of a bright orange building that reads, “Air Conditioning, Cold Beer, Cocktails,” to a photo booth, juke box and tables that showcase vintage Miami newspaper clippings (shopping at Burdines, drinking at Big Daddy’s), Gramps is a recreation of Old Florida history. They even had gator wrestling during Art Basel. www.grampsbar.com
Mac’s Club Deuce, South Beach
It’s rumored that 97-year-old owner Mac still sits in the back and only leaves his chair on a few occasions. One of Miami’s famed watering holes and one of the best dive bars in town, this joint was given extra pizzazz back in the ’80s when Miami Vice added a bright neon sign tracing a woman’s silhouette (it’s still there). Pictures of Humphrey Bogart and James Dean hang above a black-and-white checkerboard tile floor. Stepping into this haunt is like revisiting old Miami again and again.

Magnum Lounge, Shorecrest
A kitschy piano bar that features live show tunes and dishes up some of the best food in town, Magnum never fails to transport patrons to another mood and era. Reminiscent of a David Lynch film, the décor melds red walls with plush booths, and a well-stocked bar remains the center of the boisterous action.

New Orleans
Carousel Bar and Lounge, French Quarter
Relive your childhood fantasies in a far more entertaining fashion—with a cocktail in hand. The Carousel Bar at the Hotel Monteleone circumnavigates one revolution every 15 minutes—to avoid any sense of the spins. www.hotelmonteleone.com
Old Absinthe House, French Quarter
Built in 1807, the Old Absinthe House certainly lives up to its name. Draw in the sights and sounds of the Vieux Carré, and sample the Big Easy classic that was invented here in 1874—the Old Absinthe House Frappe.

The Sazerac Bar, the Central Business District
A sumptuous room inside the grand Roosevelt Hotel featuring undulating art deco curves, a gleaming walnut bar and 1930s murals by Paul Ninas, the Sazerac is named after a New Orleans classic and what is said to be the world’s oldest mixed drink. It was a favorite of colorful Louisiana governor Huey Long, who loved the bar’s other legendary concoction, the Ramos Gin Fizz. www.therooseveltneworleans.com
New York
Barcade, Brooklyn
Old-school arcade games like PacMan, Asteroids and Tetris at their original cost per play—25 cents—along with a wide selection of craft beers? Why didn’t we think of this? www.barcadebrooklyn.com
Bathtub Gin, Chelsea
Disguised as a coffee shop, this hidden gem inspired by the Prohibition era boasts some of the finest gin cocktails town. The décor is highlighted by a large brass tub, which often features a naughty flapper splashing around for the patrons’ amusement. www.bathtubginnyc.com  

Nurse Bettie, Lower East Side
An intimate spot inspired by the legendary pinup queens of the 1950s such as Bettie Page, this quaint hideaway on the Lower East Side presents a strong pour with a sidecar of burlesque. www.nursebettie.com
Skylark, Brooklyn
Bringing you back to Eric Forman’s basement—or the Bradys’ living room, depending on whom you ask—this ’60s/’70s-inspired bar is replete with vintage mismatched furniture, funky fixtures and ever changing paint-by-number artwork. www.skylarkbarbrooklyn.com
The Gutter, Brooklyn
Not a bowling alley, a bar with a bowling alley. The Gutter has eight vintage lanes, 12 beers on tap and a backroom for shows. www.thegutterbrooklyn.com
San Francisco
Kozy Kar, Nob Hill
Ribald yet delicious. If you’re a child of the ’70s or early ’80s—and have a sense of humor—the Kozy Kar is just the place for you. Among the amenities are custom vans, waterbeds and a Jacuzzi, along with 8-tracks and some sweet ’70s and ’80s jams. www.mazeltovproductions.com
Local Edition SF, Financial District
Vintage presses and newspaper clippings from San Francisco in the ’50s and ’60s fuel the decor of this dark, baroque bar located in the historic Hearst building. www.localeditionsf.com
Swank, Pacific Heights
In the morning, the aroma of coffee wafts from Swank throughout the halls of The Laurel Inn, but in the evening, the lounge transforms into a cocktail bar, catering to a sophisticated crowd in an atmosphere reminiscent of Don Draper’s living room. www.jdvhotels.com
Trad’r Sams, Richmond
Indulge in evocative tiki-bar drinks adorned with colorful umbrellas and chunks of fruit amidst floral-patterned booths at this exotic hideaway. Try the Scorpion bowl at your own risk—it’s huge!

Seattle
The Gerald, Ballard
Mid-century furniture and vintage television sets set the mood at The Gerald, where modern hipsters meet yesteryear. www.thegeraldseattle.com
Nitelite Lounge, Downtown
Turquoise walls, neon lights and a jukebox define this legendary dive, whose furnishings—and prices—reflect that of the late ’70s. Scenes from Dogfight and My Own Private Idaho were filmed here. www.thenitelite.com
Shorty’s, Belltown
Images of creepy clowns are sure to conjure vivid memories from family trips to the circus, but fears can be easily subdued with a cold pitcher of beer and a game of pinball. A carnival-themed bar with orange and yellow stripes, buzzing bright lights and glow-in-the-dark art, Shorty’s boasts fair food, as well, from hotdogs to nachos. www.shortydog.com
Sun Liquor Distillery, Capitol Hill
Forget bathtubs. While Sun Liquor Distillery exudes the elegance of the 1920s, there is nothing secret about it. They brew an award-winning vodka and a robust gin, and are one of the first distilleries in the U.S. to also have a bar. www.sunliquor.com
West 5 Lounge, West Seattle
Specializing in their own version of the Mai Tai, the West 5 Lounge encapsulates the history of Seattle with trinkets from various old haunts. The location was once a bowling alley and shooting range. www.westfive.com
 

