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     Jan. 10--Key West Mayor Morgan McPherson says the time is right to extend an olive branch to Cuba, and says he's working with people in Key West who are close to president-elect Barack Obama to see if representatives from Key West can't make an olive-branch-carrying trip to Havana this spring.

     "I want to establish a diplomatic convoy to go over," McPherson told the Keynoter on Friday, describing that convoy as a mix of city officials, community leaders, and other residents.

     "It's a new day," said McPherson, adding that although he doesn't share many of Obama's political beliefs, he is in sympathy with the position on Cuba that the soon-to-be president voiced on the campaign trail. And McPherson says the City of Key West is in the best spot to represent the U.S. diplomatically.

     "We are hoping to have a formal conversation before the end of February. That's our goal. It doesn't mean it's going to be met. But that's our goal." -- Mayor Morgan McPherson

     "We're in a perfect position to act," he says.

     McPherson says he first began talking to people in Key West about going to Cuba at the time of the hurricanes in the late summer and fall. The Keys were spared in the 2008 hurricane season, while some of the storms traveled over the spine of Cuba, causing massive destruction.

     "We should have been the individuals ready to send them aid," says McPherson, noting that he tried to "get some movement through Bush" but was unsuccessful.

     McPherson says he's been working on the plan for a convoy to Cuba with residents of Key West who enjoy a friendship with the Obamas. But he declined to share names of those involved, calling them "very private" people.

     McPherson says he's also working with people in Key West to persuade the Obamas to reprise the tradition of the president of the United States using the Truman Little White House as a winter home.

     McPherson says a written invitation has already been sent to president-elect Obama, not by the City of Key West, but by others in Key West who have a connection to the incoming administration.

     President Harry S. Truman spent 175 days of his presidency at what is now called the Truman Little White House, on Front Street in Key West.

     The home is undergoing a five-year renovation, with work scheduled to be completed on time for Truman's 125th birthday in April.

     Bob Wolz, director of the Truman Little White House foundation, says official letters of invitation are to be sent to the Obamas shortly after the inauguration later this month, inviting them to come for the birthday celebration in April and stay at the home.

     As far as the Obamas using the Truman Little White House as a winter home, Wolz says he's not sure whether that is likely to happen.

     "I think it's probable that they would be going to Hawaii because that's where he's from," Wolz told the Keynoter. "However, I can picture him coming to Key West because of Truman's civil rights stance."

     President Harry S. Truman drafted a number of executive orders in Key West in the 1950s, including orders that desegregated the military and the federal workforce.

     President Bill Clinton and Hillary Clinton visted the Truman Little White House in 2005. Wolz says that President George W. Bush wanted to come in the spring of 2008, but that the Truman Little White House had to decline the request because the house was under construction.

     To see more of the Keynoter, or to subscribe to the newspaper, go to http://www.keysnet.com.
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