T he husmminghled b one
of natuse’s most amazing
creatioms, I the only bisd
that can hover in place and iy
i all directiens, inclsding upside
down, Its fpathers are bi-
descont like a rainbow,
and I pollinates plarts &
it avels from fower to flower,
fights other hummingbieds fike an
amimal 10 times i sioe and can
lawer its metabolivm o nesd death
when it sleepn, No wonder the In-
efiams of Maorth and South America
believid they were magicall

Bringing some of this magic
your backyard simply requices a bit
of effoir and knowledge. Every
state n the ULS. hous at least one

bes of husmessinglhing in the swm-
ﬁ months, and in Florda, you
have the pleasure of year-rownsd
o 0L,

With wian sprawl causing the
boss of natural habitat, backyard garderns
and feeders help many binds 1o sisnvive,
Humminghirds ate apecially doperais
for food since their fst metabolism re-
aquires they ol every 10 minule. In fact,
putiing. these ealing habits inte human
Ldme, you would have 10 CGRiume
20,000 calories per day 10 keep pace with
tleese avian pounmanis!

ODOFPT O TURTLE!
| S A

Even W you have no backyand garden,
youl £am aferact inphirds with fec-
L feedars. Feoders come in mary shagies
andd sipes, hat don’t be seduced by the
fanclhest ones, The betl are the saoces-
shaped feeders with a rood 1o collect rin-
weater and & moal or pasid 1o peevent in-

e Y

sechs from reaching the nectan, Mever use
tape o Vaseline on the feeders 1o dis-
courage inmect, as this can haien the
birds.

Feeders with perches are alio profes

ahle. since hovering a lot of en-
ergy: and the ability w0 rest while ferd-
ing helps you hummens (o CONIEIVE.
Avakd yellow feedors, as that color al-
wracys ieeects, while nid seems 1o attract
the birds, In fact, hanging rod riblsos from
your leslers sometimes. helps the bums
meers b0 fehd you

Il possdble, find pat how the feoder
o apart and imagine younsl clean-

Attracting Hummingbirds To Your Backyard

iFg L You will wani B9 be able o feder by
pvery comed with a bolls bragh, Mewes
e soapy, b if dirt of mold becomes sub.
ban, youo can clean it with diluled
vimegar.

Place your feeders o of the sun and
ity an aroa ihat s weell dhiclded froam wind
Check fos hesmv and prayiceg man-
tie mests, and hang yous [eeder
well away Pom them, Make sme
ke are e, shedss or a Chothe
ling meartry fod the hieds bo pevch
in between ferdings, and avoid
afeas that have been treated with
prithchles or whete caby roam
wild,

Making the nechar foP your
fesders couldn be simpler. Mis
fousl parks wpring of lap wales o
one part white cane sugar. Do nos
e ditilled water, and nesver sch
stitude ather sweelanss. Hum-
minghinds s very partioulas, and
certain types al Sweslencis—
#ven natural ores—can be haii-
ful o theen. Boil the ywater betore
adding the sugar, and ihen re-measis 11
1o ke sure your peoportions ase stifl cor-
recl Wou will need to chango the el
every theee days or as soon a it look:
cloudy, Diherwise, i can forment. and
it binds will leave your yasd for benier
grub ehewhere, Never add red food enl:
cofing 1o the mixture, and avoid baying
commercially prejaced meclar as iF can
wpod| fasber,

Bats sy raid your feeders during the
night, making i mecesany foi you to il
{he foeders aaly in the moming 1o a<
coemmodate the hummingbinds. The only
way 1o avoad this is bo bing thae freders

piiche during the night, but bear in mind
hat bats can be helpiul, a3 they also
. nate ilowers and eal annoying in-

5 Can glve you hours of pleaswie,
Theny'ie vory enbertaining as they dan and
3, peech and peeen, chase amid fight. ii's
fectly acceplable i place a feodp
pesl 80 2 wirkdoy whieg you can walch
m Indoors, but be wre 80 pul decals
the windaws i paevend the bind froom
inans thar plaas,

such a8 Columbine, Coral Rells,
i, Honeysuickle, Lemon, Ovange,
dhiad, ardd Mimos o name jusl a
yoi will pe dioubst find humming-
flecking 1o your yaed. While hum-
phiids will feed Hem Mowees of amy
: ghey do weem 1o be pariks] o the
reed, and tubedar shaped toaen are
Iy sibvantigesin, vinee bats and
gocts don't hawe (he long bills neces-
80 foed from them, Fven il you b
prs, 1% oo o aluy hang lesders neas
hee plars

CA% a final towch for seccess, find an
dvn where you can place ripe Wices of
fruilf b0 attiact she feuit fies that homming-
dingks neveed foe protein. B you provide Bos-
feedens, and ilies, haminghieds will
el il you. Yeu muy need 1o g
i some 1ime 1o find you, howevet,
patiend, anil you'ie cerlain B reag The
. of FOHar el
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