
Think U.S. tax laws can be bewildering? Check out these five  interesting tax laws from around the world. 

Bribery is tax deductible | Until 2002, bribery was, under certain conditions, a legal practice in Germany. Bribery came with an additional benefit, as the bribes themselves were tax deductible as long as those involved disclosed their identities to the government. Needless to say, the Germans eventually realized that this practice was not economically viable and the deductions were ended in 1999.

Culture test | The United Kingdom has always sought to keep its culture distinct and unique. In order to grow its film industry and promote British culture, the United Kingdom grants films that can pass a 35-point “culture test” special tax breaks. This culture test mathematically determines if the film is exemplary of British heritage by measuring the film’s plot, characters, locations and more. 

Artist exemptions | As a way to bolster national creativity and foster artistry, the Irish government does not tax an artist’s income. As long as the work of an artist is deemed as possessing cultural and creative merit by the Revenue Commissioners – the organization responsible for collecting taxes in Ireland -- the artist’s work is left untaxed. While this practice is surely a boon to starving artists across Ireland, the BBC reports that successful Irish musicians such as U2 and Enya have themselves saved millions of euros by avoiding taxes on royalties. 

Tech tax | In an attempt to stay competitive in the global economy, France has, in recent years, allowed for major tax exemptions for large technology companies such as Google, Facebook and Apple. However, with tax revenue dwindling, the French government is now considering levying taxes on everything from smartphones to video downloads in order to fund cultural products. France’s cultural fund is used to sponsor music, film and public art across the country. 

Toys for tax| In Canada, cereal producers that include toys at the bottom of a box of children’s cereal are exempt from certain taxes. The law explicitly bans “beer, liquor, or wine” as qualifying as tax deductible children’s cereal toys. 


