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WEARY OF DWELLING ON HIS TROUBLED PAST, TURNER HAS
FOCUSED ON THE GUITAR, THE BLUES AND HIS NEW BAND

By Dave HECEER
Bpecial to The Exaninr

ot's try & Lttle
word-gssociation
exercize: What ad-
lective comes Lo
mind when U sie
the name The Turner?
*Timid® probably wasn'l
wour first choice for the Rock
and Rofl Haell of Fame gultar
ist, as legendary for his vio-
lence- and drug-fueled past as
his defining musical sonkribu-
tions to early rock 'n° roll and
rhythm and blues,
ButTurner, in the midst of
& comeback thal will see him
headlining the opening day of
the San Francizco Blues Festl-
val on Bsturday, says shyness
i3 ane of hiz defining personal-
ity trafts. That's why only now
I he stepping out front with
hisown band, singing and talk-

Ing center stage as an instro-
mentalist afler vears of stay-
ing out of the spotlight,

“I've glweys been bash-
ful,” Turner says duringa tele-
phone interview from his San
Diego-areéa home. “Thuet's all
vou know about me, is in the
background. I come out on-
stege, I do & couple of Bongs
and then I step In the back-
ground. Then the [ke-sites
come out, and [ step further in
the background.

“T've Blways conaldered
myseifas an organkzer, [teach
people Lo sing, 1 leach them
the choreography wnd all that
stulf. That's what I felt was my
job, tobe the critic for whiat we
do onstage.”

Acquiring & lasle for the spotitghl
Turmer says he realized

that needed to chonge as he
gtarted preparing to perform

Iee in support of “Here and
Mow." his Arst album in more
than 20 years. A spirited
coflection of electric hlues and
R&RB stompe, the album
Imtlucdes  new  tunes  and
rewarkings of ciassies such as
“Cathsh Blues™ and "Rockei
887" Lthe Turner song widely
credited as the first rock ‘o'
rodl record. (Although It came
out  under the name of
aaxophonist Jackie Brentson,
ancther example of Turner's
reluctance Lo e the
frontman.

Turner made & rare public
performance to promote the
record &t this year's South By
Bouthwest muske conference,
and he says the roueous re-
gponse there convinesd him
it was tlme to be the star
of his own show. Bince then,
he's bean hitting the road as
Ike Turner and the Elngs of

Flease =es IKE, C8

THE SAN FRANCISCO BLUES FESTIVAL
Rures from 11 8.m. t6 & p.m. Saturday and Sunday at the Great Meadow in Fort Masan, Marina Boulevard
and Laguna Sirest Performers Saturday include the Turner and the Kings of Rhythm, Hot Tuma, Billy
Freston and the Hoodoo Kings. Bundey's lineup includes Les Lobas, Litte Milton, Robben Ford, Jimmy
Smith end Mana Muldaur, Advance tickets are 325 per day



o A S S ST
RS S S A S S

w24 4R AN £ AN

R A St AT T T L R A ANl B I
g A T e e A . B

ir

d & 49 S A b e WS ed A4 R 4 B 4LV¥VE A

g R e eeah M e e e e . il Sl '.d‘x’-'i"'{- e
i 5 .-q:p:h O A0 ':‘ o ta b 2 oot e R KR R e B P M T R Tr v i \._‘.I:n_ ~ 1y A
R e A e

Trying to revitalize Turners career

Continued from IKE, C1
Rhythm, singing and playing
guitar and piano on tunes that
harken back to his roots as a
bluesman.

Turnercredits San Francls-
co bluesman Joe Louis Walker
with pushing him to go back to

| his blues roots.

“I thought that would be
going backwards, because I'm
used to keeping with the juke-
box,” he says. “Whatever style of
music is hot, that’s what I do.

“But Joe wanted to work
with me, so I came home and

started trying to learn to do

some of the old stuff, like ‘Rock-
et 88.’ I found it not to be so easy
to do. I had to learn my own self
all over again. But the more I
played it, the better I liked it,
the better it felt. |

“Now it’s my mission to get
thiskind ofmusicbackonthera-
dio. Our kids today don’t know

anything about music like this.

...We gained hip-hop music and

rap, but we lost everything else

we had.”

A sideman’s mindset

As for being the star of his
ownshow, Turner says it’s about
time. * -
“It was a hard step for me to
step forward and be out front,”
he says. “Ihad noideaIwould be
accepted thewayIwas.It'slikel
was being selfish all those years
keeping in the background, and
people kept telling me, ‘Ike,
man, we need to hear more of
you.’

“I just stayed in the back-
ground because that’s where I
was comfortable. Had I known
that I would have been accept-
ed the waylamnow, there prob-
ably would never be no Tlna
Turner.”

Which might have been bet-
ter for all concerned. Through
the 1950s, Turner was a suc-
cessful but hardly household-
name bandleader, session mu-
sician and sideman. While bet-
ter known as a guitarist, Turn-
er started out as a piano player,
having learned the instrument

&

- from neighbor and blues legend

Pinetop Perkins.

Asidefrom 1951s“Rocket 88,”
a major chart hit at the time,
Turner was best known as a
supporting player. His bold pi-
ano runs and stinging guitar
licks show up behind nearly all
the major blues figures of the
time, including B.B. King, El-
more James, Willie Dixon, Otis
Rush, Bobby “Blue” Bland and
Howlin’' Wolf, one of Turner’s
first discoveries asatalent scout
for Sun Records.
- It wasn’t until Turner met
Annie Mae Bullock, later to be
known as Tina Turner, that
he started to court widespread
popular attention. Startingwith
the 1960 single “A Fool in Love,”
the Ike and Tina Revue was the
funkiest force in the land, pil-
ing rock energy on top of an
R&B core. The act enlivened
theairwaves with landmark sin-
gles like “It’s Gonna Work Out
Fine” and “River Deep, Moun-
tain High” and became a con-

~ cert force of unequaled power.
 Ike developed a reputation as

a recording studio magician,
drawing acolytes such as the

der.

Slipping up

And he managed to ruin a
couple of lives, starting with Ti-
na. The singer left Turner in
1976, later detailingaharrowing
history of physical and mental
abuse and relentless womaniz-
ing in her autobiography “I, Ti-
na.” Ike has not publicly disput-
ed the book’s allegations and
confirms a lot of the uglier epi-
sodes in his own tome, “Takm
Back My Name.” -

It took Turner a little longer
to ruin himself, thanks largely
to a massive cocaine habit that
resulted in a string of arrests
through the 1980s. When he was
convicted of drug trafficking in
1989 he was finally forced to do

serioustime —twoyearsinstate .

prison, during which Turner

kKicked his addictions, realized
he was broke and watched ona

Rc Hall O T s,

Rolling Stones and Stev1e Won- |

"And then it got really bad.

While Tina’s book made Ike 100K | il

like an ogre, it was nothing com-
pared to the image of Ike that
emerged from “What’s Love Got
to Do With It,” the 1993 movie
loosely based on Tina’s book.
Tina herself has said the
movie is somewhat loose with
the facts. Ike has strongly dis-
avowed certain scenes, particu-
larly those that show him rap-
ing Tina and selling drugs to

- minors.

“IThave never and would never
rape nobody,” he says. “Ifthere’s
any person alive that sells kids
drugs or rapes another person,
I could pick their eyeballs out
with a needle and wouldn’t feel
nothing, man, that’s how cold
I could be with a situation like
that.” | -

The three-point plan

Turner further explains that
his depiction in the movie went
uncontested thanks to a con-
tract he signed with the studio
in 1989, when he stillhad a heavy
coke habit and was in no shape
to parse fine points of contract
law.

“I signed this contract for
$45,000,” he says. “I didn’t know
down in the fine print that they
could portray me any way they
wanted to and I couldn’t sue
them. Man, you couldn’t give me

$45 million to assassinate my

career the way they did.”

While Turner seldom men-
tions his ex-wife by name and
doesn’t blame her for whatever
inaccuracies the movie pres-
ents, he says she benefited from
the movie’s portrayal of their
life.

“Right at the time, that wom-
en’s liberation and all this crap
was coming along,” he says.
“They grabbed hold of this and
used it tolaunch her career, and
they assassinated my career.”

And that’s about as much as
Turner is prepared to say about
the movie, his image and relat-
ed negativity. Instead, he offers
something of a three-point plan
for dealing with the Ike legacy:

The Ike Turner of today
+ont from the roke-fue’~d
- qzure of 20 years ago. While
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the public may not be as willing
toaccept astatute oflimitations
on his misdeeds, Ike lives in the
present.

“I think it’s about time that
was old news,” he says. “Who
am I? I'm a human being. And
that’s going to live forever. The
ones who want to dip into the
old news, they need to live in
the past, man. I'm definitely not
there at all.”

2. Ike likes himself.

“I think that God has been
really, really good to me,” he
says. “I'm just really proud of
today and proud of what’s hap-
pening with my career. This CD,
I'm totally proud of it. If I die
tomorrow, I feel like I've accom-
plished what God put me on this
.Earth for. |

“I'm like 69 years old going
on 30, with my energy and the
way that I look. I don’t look like
my age at all, none. And I don’t
act my age at all.

3.Ifyou’ve got a problemwith
Ike, that’s your problem.

“I don’'t owe anybody,” he
says. “If you never did nothing
you regret in your life, some-
thing you’re not proud of ... then
let them talk about me. Other
than that. they need to shut

[, ]

up.



