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REVIEWED BY LISA KAY GREISSINGER

Families—even the best ones—are compli-
cated. In her dazzling third novel, Medoff
(Hunger Point) explores the myriad ways
in which they both sustain and hinder us. Eliot Har-
mon is a business writer living in suburban Atlanta
with her partner Grant, their daughter Hailey and his
two girls from a previous marriage. Both parents work
long hours in demanding jobs, yet it is Eliot who, along
with handling the daily minutiae, helps the older girls
cope with their artistic, irresponsible mother. Then
Eliot’s first (and only) college love shows up, and she
begins to disengage in ways that ultimately call into
question her fitness as a mother to Hailey and Grant’s
daughters. Hilarious and heart-wrenching, I Couldn’t
Love You More points up how our half-conscious
choices often have long-lasting repercussions
and how, when it comes to love among family
members, “there is no even-steven. There are
only acts of grace, large and small, through
which we reveal who we are.”

“If you don’t know your place
in the family, how canyou
know your place in the world?”
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