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was a spark that quickly began to spread.

ater that year as the Slut Walk movement gained
the support of activists across the world, in
September of 2011 the media erupted with news
that the Phoenix Goddess Temple in Arizona, known
for its work to promote sacred sexual healing, had
been the subject of a large sting operation resulting
from local media attention. Charges were laid
against 30 individuals - 26 women and 4 men -
believed to be associated with what police
asserted was a brothel operating "under
the guise of religious freedom."

One of the most common arguments from the
community of "sacred prostitutes" was that this
work was somehow more valuable and worthwhile
than "secular" prostitution. The idea that many
sacred sexual healers presented was that since
their work was spiritual in nature, it should not

be considered demeaning or illegal, although
other forms of sex work not focused on

spirituality should be.

Sex worker and activist Lilly Muse said it best in her
post on the blog "Tits and Sass" when she said,

"T hope more people see (particularly sex workers
themselves) that all who choose this path have
their place in terms of usefulness and value; we are
all doing the goddess’ work, no matter what we call
it, where we do it, or whether we wear a thong or
sarong. We must banish the judgment that sex
work in the name of Spirit (or psychological health)
should be completely disentangled from sex work
in the name of rent, food, diapers, and Marc Jacobs.
Sacred prostitutes and sex surrogates are not
inherently superior to escorts; escorts are not better
than strippers, strippers are not better than sensual
massage providers, independent sensual masseus-
es aren’t better than Asian spa workers. Ladies of
the Night or Ladies of the Light, we are all in

(and rocking) the same damn boat."

Selling Sex and Soul

More recently, Lilly and other sex working activists
have been taking on another common trope about
prostitutes: the idea that a sex worker is "selling her
body" rather than her time, as in any other
freelance service industry.

Sex

On her own blog, Lilly asks, "Why is sex work the
only work that is universally demonized for
contracted use of bodily behavior? Plumbers,
factory workers, teachers, and entertainers also use
their bodies to work, albeit in different ways. As an
escort, I offer my body as a temporary experience
in itself, an opportunity for pleasurable exploration
and, when appropriate, as a learning platform."

This was a recent tweet from @TheAriDee Sex
workers don’t sell their bodies. We sell tickets
to experiencing part of our sexual expression.
Our bodies remain Ours.

This distinction is important because the biggest
problem I see around the language of prostitution
is when the word is used not to describe someone
who sells sex, but someone who sells out. Even the
dictionary buys into this definition, describing a
prostitute as, "a person who willingly uses his

or her talent or ability in a base and unworthy
way, usually for money."

This usage of the word makes it clear that our
society still primarily believes that prostitutes
debase themselves. And this attitude isn't unique
to sex workers, but part of the rhetoric that
commodifies the female body and maintains
that any man who sleeps with a woman
devalues her in the process.

Sex is a Performance, Not a Product

So why is all this so important to your relationships
with women? You don't need to pay for the services
of a sex worker in order for your respect towards
them to completely revolutionize your sex life.

How?

By giving up the idea of sex as a commaodity. In Yes
Means Yes: Visions of Female Sexual Power, Thomas
Macaulay presents the essay "Towards a Perfor-
mance Model of Sex", where he addresses this
particular problem. If we continue to treat women
as if sex is something that hurts them, we must
fight at every corner to assert our right to enjoy
those pleasures. If instead, sex is a shared
experience where men and women both increase
their potential to give and receive pleasure with
each consensual sexual experience, we are all

free to enjoy our sexuality together!
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