Amazon’s FireTV Supports Video Streaming and Games

[image: image1.jpg]



Amazon announced new details about it’s upcoming set-top box, the FireTV at a press event today. The FireTV will support video streaming and video games.

The FireTV appears to be a well-made streaming device with several unique features that does help to set it apart from the competition. For starters, it will feature “whispersync” with kindle tablets so that you don’t lose your show’s place if you change from a tablet to the TV. More interesting is a feature called “ASAP” which predicts which shows you want to watch and sets up a queue so you can start watching them instantly. One thing that is sure to help out those on a budget is the “best value buy box” which allows you to compare the price of videos so you can pick the cheapest one, but that feature is only currently supported on Amazon and Hulu Plus.
In terms of content the FireTV will support apps from Netflix, Hulu, Youtube, ESPN and several other streaming services.  In addition to the video content music streaming will be available next month from Pandora, IHeartRadio, TuneIn and any music you’ve bought from Amazon itself.


From what was shown the interface appears to be well-designed and simple to use and supports voice and text search. Speaking of the voice search it appears to work fairly well which should come as a relief to anyone who has had their requests jumbled by software such as Siri.

