Mike Gemmell
Copy editing & Proofreading


(970) 261-9339 (Cell) • (970) 242-3371(Home)
312 Longview Court
mgemmell.thewordsmithcorner@earthlink.net 
Grand Junction, Colorado  81507


EMPLOYMENT OBJECTIVE 
To obtain freelance employment as a copy editor/proofreader utilizing exceptional editing and proofreading skills
PUBLISHING EXPERIENCE

Freelance proofreading projects completed for: 
· Alexandra York, Crosspoints A Novel of Choice, Promethena Press  
· Alexandra York, The Innocent, (in press)
· Jasmine, When Two Worlds Collide
· Rodney Gray, The Book
· James Cooper, The Henry Woman
RELATED EXPERIENCE

· Proofreader/copy editor/beta reader for internationally published author, 2012-2015
· Writing/editing collaboration with Science Director of public policy institute, 1992-2015
· Wrote two essays for Rational Readings on Environmental Concerns, Van Nostrand Reinhold, 1992
· Contract writer/editor: Revised the logical structure of client user manuals, 2004-2005
· Technical writer: wrote/edited user guides, reports, proposals, and policy and procedure documents for corporate clients, 1999-2015
· Essay writer: wrote/edited educational essays for online educational clearinghouse, 2006
EDUCATION
· M.S. Geology, California State University

· B.S. Geology, University of California
STRENGTHS
· Meets deadlines consistently
· Effective time management and project management skills
· Excellent communication skills

· Excellent computer skills
AREAS OF EXPERTISE

Editing  •  Business/Essay writing  •  Science  •  History

RECOMMENDATIONS

Every writer needs a fresh pair of eyes to turn to for thematic feedback and editing comments before letting newly produced work go out into the “big world.” Even though I am an internationally published author of both fiction and nonfiction books, I am no exception regarding this need. Aside from my literary agent’s counsel, Mike Gemmell is one of only three Beta Readers I turn to for fiction, so his questions and comments are of great importance to me. Because he is well read on a variety of subjects, he is able to view my always complex novels from a variety of angles and offer me insights that are astute and thoughtful.  

In addition, he is a professional Tech Writer, himself, with sharp structural abilities and a scientific mind, so his excellent organizational skills have been a key factor in being able to quickly identify obscure or confusing information in nonfiction articles and essays. For example, he recently helped me distill and format a lengthy, multipart essay, bringing improved clarity to an opaque subject. Mike is also a detail man, so I must confess that since I am an obsessive compulsive perfectionist, his assistance when it comes to smoothing out draft alterations and smart proofreading is most appreciated.  He is also patient and always constructive (never negative) in his responses and suggestions.

For all these reasons, I highly recommend Mike as an advisor-editor from the developmental stage at the inception of a project to the final proofreading at the end.  As a veteran writer-editor, myself, who respects and values Mike’s contributions, I can only imagine what a significant level of worth he can offer to emerging or mid-career writers, who are still securing their own “voice” and refining structure and thematic content in their work.

Alexandra York

Author and President of American Renaissance for the Twenty-first Century (ART), a New-York-based nonprofit arts foundation
I have known Mike Gemmell for over 20 years. He first came to my attention when I was nearing completion of a book on environmental policy, Rational Readings on Environmental Concerns. From the first it was clear he had the ability to understand and expound upon the thematic “big picture” and to express complex ideas with clarity. These characteristics have made it possible for us in our various collaborations to analyze and present complex scientific and philosophic subject matter in a manner that could be understood and utilized not only by scientific peers but also by a lay audience. 

As an editor of 35 books I have worked with many professional contributors whose writing proficiencies have varied widely. Some of the many issues I have addressed include logical structure, clarity of expression, the ability to effectively summarize, and proper grammar and punctuation. Through the many years of professional communications and collaborations it has become evident to me that Mike would effectively address all of these elements in an editorial capacity for a variety of subjects; therefore, I highly recommend him to anyone needing editing excellence brought to bear from every aspect of any type of written work. 

Jay H. Lehr, Ph.D. 

Science Director, Heartland Institute
