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Your Black Friday and Cyber Monday Shopping Guide
Bargains abound, but have a plan before you hit the stores

ARTICLE CONTINUES AFTER ADVERTISEMENT

COSTCO CLEARANCE SALE THISCOSTCO CLEARANCE SALE THIS
WEEKWEEK

1.1.

SPECIAL DEALS FOR TODAYSPECIAL DEALS FOR TODAY2.2.

COUPONS FOR TODAYCOUPONS FOR TODAY3.3.

25% OFF HOKA COUPONS25% OFF HOKA COUPONS4.4.

Search for

Ad

5 Top Deals You Don't Want to Miss
Lots of good sales in the runup to Black Friday

7 Ways to Save on Your Thanksgiving
Meal
The cost for a Thanksgiving meal is cheaper this year but there
are still ways to save more

How to Cope When Old Family
Dynamics Disrupt Holiday Visits
Therapists’ advice on avoiding conflict

ARTICLE CONTINUES AFTER ADVERTISEMENT

Loading...

AARP is a nonprofit,

nonpartisan organization that

empowers people to choose

how they live as they age.

Donate

Volunteer

Membership

AARP Rewards

Advertise with AARP

Contact Us

Careers at AARP

AARP Services Inc.

Policy & Research

Newsletters

AARP In Your State

AARP En Español

AARP樂齡會

Press Center

AARP Foundation

Wish of a Lifetime

Senior Planet | OATS

AgeTech Collaborative™

Legal Counsel for the Elderly

Sitemap
 
Privacy Policy

 
Terms of Service

 
Accessibility Statement

AARP Rewards Terms & Conditions
 
Copyright Information

 
Vulnerability Disclosure Program

Ad Choices
 
Your Privacy Choices

 
Cobrowse

   

7% INTEREST SAVINGS ACCOUNTS7% INTEREST SAVINGS ACCOUNTS
NEARBYNEARBY

1.1.

BEST INVESTMENTS FOR ELDERLYBEST INVESTMENTS FOR ELDERLY2.2.

SHOPPING DEALS THIS WEEKSHOPPING DEALS THIS WEEK3.3.

25% OFF HOKA COUPONS25% OFF HOKA COUPONS4.4.

Search for

AdA
D

V
E

R
T

IS
E

M
E

N
T

Get smartphone savvy the easy way: Join our seven-day email challenge to receive helpful tips each day.

Join Renew Membership & Benefits What We Do Register |AARP Rewards Login

| Help |

Maximize your
benefits

Access exclusive discounts, programs, & services

Double-down with a FREE second membership

Get a subscription to AARP The Magazine

Earn 50% more points with AARP’s Loyalty Program
$12 For your first year when you

sign up for Automatic Renewal

Join Today

Renew Now

By Beth Braverman,  

• EN ESPAÑOLPublished November 17, 2023

GETTY IMAGES

AARP Membership

Join AARP for $12 for your first year when you sign up for Automatic

Renewal. Get instant access to members-only products and hundreds of

discounts, a free second membership, and a subscription to AARP The

Magazine. 

Join Now

Black Friday sales used to occur exclusively on the Friday after Thanksgiving.

Although that day remains big for sales (along with Small Business Saturday

and Cyber Monday, which follow), some retailers have already started

dropping their prices to Black Friday levels.

Even if you plan to do most of your shopping after you’ve had your turkey feast,

budget consultant Andrea Woroch says to start scoping out deals now.

“If you see something on the list that’s offered for 30 to 40 percent off, you’re

most likely not going to see a bigger deal during Black Friday,” she says.

Here’s what you need to know to make the most of the upcoming sales:

Plan ahead

With so many sales and discounted products over the holiday, doing some prep

work can make your shopping less stressful. Create a list of people you want to

purchase presents for, along with gift ideas and a budget for each of them.

“That can act as your shopping guide,” Woroch says. “Otherwise, it can be

overwhelming, and you don’t know what you should be buying. If you approach

the sales without a plan, you may end up buying stuff you don’t need and

missing out on deals for the items you want to buy.”

Most large retail chains publish their Black Friday deals ahead of time. You can

check out store circulars at BlackFriday.com and use them to make a game plan

for the day, including the items you’re going to purchase. If you plan to shop in

person, some retail apps, including Target, Walmart and Home Depot, have

local store maps you can use to find what you need quickly amid Black Friday

crowds.

Focus on electronics and household appliances

Although you’ll see price discounts on nearly every type of product, experts say

you’ll find some of the biggest deals on electronics and tech products. That

includes everything from big purchases, including televisions and video game

consoles, to smaller items, such as headphones and fitness trackers.

The other big category for doorbuster sales on Black Friday is small home

appliances. Keep an eye out for deals on kitchen mixers and coffee makers, as

well as items you’ll see elsewhere in the home such as vacuum cleaners and air

purifiers.

Make sure you’re getting the exact product you want

If a doorbuster deal appears too good to be true, take a close look at the item

before making the purchase. Retailers sometimes bring in products to sell over

Thanksgiving weekend that are either off-brand or of a lower quality than

similar products by the same manufacturer.
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That means it might be missing certain features, have components made of

cheaper materials or carry a shorter warranty than products that might cost

more. If the price is low enough, such factors may not matter to you, but you’ll

want to make an informed decision either way.

Keep your receipts

Many stores offer price-adjustment policies, meaning that if you find the same

product offered at a lower price at the same store within a certain time window

— often two weeks — they’ll refund you the difference.

“There’s a big misconception that Black Friday and Cyber Monday are like the

end of all the good deals,” says Jeanette Pavini, author of The Joy of Saving. “But

there will be other deals — even better deals — as the holidays approach, so it’s

worth checking to see if the things that you’ve purchased go down in price

during that price adjustment window.”

Use in-store pickup to avoid surprises with online purchases

During the busy holiday season, some retailers can run into inventory issues

fulfilling orders for the most popular items. Customers may end up getting a

notification a week after placing an order stating that it’s no longer available.

One workaround at retailers with a brick-and-mortar presence is to order

items online for in-store pickup. That way store associates will set the item

aside for you immediately.

Keep in mind that national retail chains typically price their items in line with

one another. If you’re looking for a doorbuster item that sold out at one big box

store, you may be able to find it at another store at a comparable price.

Beware of scammers

With so much online shopping taking place over Thanksgiving weekend,

scammers unfortunately see it as an opportunity to trick consumers into

sharing their credit card number or other personal information. In general,

double-check any retail emails you receive to confirm the email address, and

don’t click on any too-good-to-be-true deals that pop up on social media.

“Instead, go to the retailer’s site and see if the same deal is there,” says Kristin

McGrath, a shopping expert with RetailMeNot. “Or if you got a code by email

because you have a loyalty account with the retailer, you can go to their site

and log in, and you should be able to get the deal that way.”

Beth Braverman is a contributing writer who has covered shopping and personal finance for more than

a decade. Her work has appeared in Consumer Reports, CNNMoney.com, CNBC.com, and dozens of

other outlets.
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