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Kunstquartier Bethanien

Bernadette Geyer charts Kunstquartier Bethanien’s
transformation from hospital to cultural center .

By Bernadette Geyer on
ith its twin towers flanking a raised bell and cross on the December 12, 2014, in Art &
roof high above the entrance, Kreuzberg'’s historic Cultirs, Galleries & Museums,
% ) . Historical Berlin
Kunstquartier Bethanien tends to evoke feelings of awe,
sanctity and fear; perhaps what one would expect of an More Bernadette Geyer
old medical institution — built between 1845-1847 — that has found

< 4 minutes
new life as a centre for the arts.
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The former Central-Deaconess-Institute ‘Bethanien’ (Central-
Diakonissen-Haus Bethanien) presides over Mariannenplatz near
Bethaniendamm, a short walk across the Spree River from the

Ostbahnhof. The approach to this impressive building is at first a bit v
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“The City behind the City of Berlin,” GoONOMAD, November 2014
http://www.gonomad.com/component/content/article/21-features/5795-berlin
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It was not until my fourth visit to Berlin that | discovered the wonder of the Hofe,
the interior and often maze-like linked courtyards one can access only by way of the
arched doorways that lead back, behind the fronts of the buildings you can see from
the street. Seen from above, a street-block in Berlin appears as a square or
trapezoid, containing within itself a secret city of interior buildings and courtyards. GONOMAD.com Travel
|Namap| Destination Guides

Now that | live in Berlin, | have many more opportunities to explore and enjoy these
courtyards. | and my family live in a Gartenhaus - the back section of an apartment
building - accessible only by passing through one of the courtyards.
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86 When the weather is good, and we open all of our windows, we can hear the

sounds of children and neighbors echoing upward from within the broad enclosure Die Hackeschen Héfe, one

but, as an interior space, we are sheltered from the general din of traffic and of many hofes that lie

pedestrians on the sidewalks. j jisj
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“Fellowship Opportunities for Writers in Berlin,” Funds for Writers, September 2014
http://archive.aweber.com/fundsforwriters/7Dj8T/h/FundsforWriters September.htm
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Fellowship Opportunities for Writers in Berlin
By Bemadette Geyer

Berlin has leng been known for its thriving intemnational arts and literary communities. It is equally known
for the support that exists for writers and artists in the city. Centrally lecated within Eurcpe, it is an easy
train ride or flight to other major cultural destination cities, including Barcelona, Flerence, Paris, and
Prague. and serves as a font of inspiration for creative pecple from all artistic walks of life.

IMany are familiar with writers such as Christepher Isherwoed, Franz Kafka, and Robert Walser, who
found inspiration for their stories in Berlin, and musician David Bowie, who recorded three albums while
living in the city. Since moving te Berlin in July 2013, | have immersed myself in the local literary
community and have found the following rescurces for intemational writers seeking short-term residencies
here.

American Academy in Berlin
http:fhwww. americ anac ademy . de/

Located in the lakeside Hans Amncld Center in the Wansee neighborhood of Berlin, the American
Academy offers annual Berlin Prize fellowships "to schelars, writers, and artists who represent the
highest standards of excellence in their fields." Past Fellows include poets Susan Howe. Tom Sleigh, and
C.K. Williams. and novelists Kiran Desai. Jonathan Safran Foer. and Ha Jin. The upcoming class of
Fellows for 2014-2015 includes writers Mary Jo Bang. Tom Drury. and Adam Ross. Fellows commit to
spend one academic semester (fall or spring) at the Academy, and the prize includes a monthly stipend,
partial board, and a residence at the Center in Wansee. The deadline for applications for 2015-2016 is
September 29, 2014.

Deutscher Akad k h Di /i Academic Exct Service
DAAD Nerth America
http:ffwww.daad.org

The Artists-in-Berin Program (Berliner Kunstlerprogramm) of the German Academic Exchange Service
(commonly referred to as DAAD) provides about 20 grants to international artists in the fields of visual
arts, literature, music. and film. for an approximately one-year stay in Berlin. The grant includes a
menthly stipend, an apartment, workspace (studic), and funds for projects. U.S. writers who spent a year
in Berlin through the program include Eugene Ostashevsky. Robert Creeley. and Rosmarie and Keith
Waldrop. The deadline for applications to the program is January 1. 2015.
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“Goodbye singuhr-hoergalerie,” blog post, September 21, 2013
http://bernadettegeyer.blogspot.de/2013/09/goodbye-singuhr-hoergalerie.html
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Saturday, September 21, 2013

Goodbye singuhr-hoergalerie

Tomorrow marks the final day of the current installation at
the singuhr-hoergalerie in Berlin. This "sound gallery”
focused on aural installation art that took advantage of the
gallery’s location in the former water reservoirs of the

in Berlin's Prenzlauer Berg
Sadly, this will be the final season for the gallery in this
location, which has been home to singuhr since 2007
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The current exhibit consists ¥
of two installations — one E

beneath the larger tower, and one beneath a smaller tower. The |

smaller reservoir was home to the installation by Jens Brand | g1
"Raumarbeit II", which included a rotating machine that simulated P -

planetary rotation. A large mirror on the end of the rotating machine.
along with a strong light rotating at a different speed, gave eerie About Me
reflections of visitors and utilized the centralized location very well | LR



http://archive.aweber.com/fundsforwriters/7Dj8T/h/FundsforWriters_September.htm
http://bernadettegeyer.blogspot.de/2013/09/goodbye-singuhr-hoergalerie.html

“When Leaving Isn’t Easy: Airport Fees,” Go World Travel, January 2006.
http://www.goworldtravel.com/travel-surprise-airport-fees/
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When Leaving Isn’t Easy: Airport Fees

Bernadette Geyer 1 comment

departure taxes are usually included in the airline ickets.

The vacation is over. You're wistfully looking back atthe volleyball game in progress on the beach as
your taxi whisks you to the airport. You've managed to spend just about all of your foreign currency
except for the taxi fare, and you're feeling pretty good about yourself. You replay the highlights of your
vacation in your head as the driver weaves his way along the sunny coastal highway.

Atthe airport, you waitin line to check your bags, then, you're shuttled over to the customs line. But
wait:In order to exitthe customs area you have to pay a “departure fee” — in the local currency. Uh-oh.

Before you leave on vacation to any foreign country
it's importantto make sure you know about any
potential surprise fees, especially departure fees.
Many times your airplane tickets will include such
fees atthe time of purchase

Butwoe is the traveler whose fee is notincluded in

the price of his ticket when he discovers he doesn't
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Its the Day of Three Kings in many parts of the world.

January 6 (Epiphany) marks the "Day of the Three
Kings” in Austria. Groups of young people called
Sternsinger (star singers) travel from door to door,
dressed as the three Wise Men, plus the leader
carrying the star. The Star Singer are one of many deep
rooted traditions, thattake place in Austria. #visitaustria

Learn more: www.austria.infolus/passion-for-tradition
— with Alfred Spitzer.



http://www.goworldtravel.com/travel-surprise-airport-fees/

