McConaughey gives
Us the scoop on sexy
Sahara — and reports
of a romance with
costar Cruz — in an
exclusive first look at
the film (out April 8)

N THE SWEEPING ACTION MOVIE
I Sahara, Matthew McConaughey
and Penelope Cruz find love while
onatreasure huntinthe African
desert. “They have similar souls,”
MecConaughey tells Us of their
characters. So did their off-screen
relationship heat up while film-
ing? “Absolutely, there was chem-
istry,” McConaughey says. “But
otherthan that, there was noro-
mance during the shoot.” Of
course, in the months since film-
ing ended, they have vacationed
together, and even sat together
© atthe recent Grammys. Cruz is
“incredibly easy on the eyes,” he
tells Us. “What's not to like?”
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McConaughey, 35, and Cruz, 30 : :

(returning from the Caribbean o y In the film - based on Clive
on January 4, right), will 1575 ; ! \ Cussler's book — Cruz (a
costar again, in The Loop, 4 . ; doctor) and McConaughey
a story about a loner : ks \ Y =Y 3 (an explorer) realize the
who meets a sexy 1 : : . il treasure he's fighting
librarian that's set | N7 4 for connects directly to
to shoot this fall. A ‘ : a world health crisis.

a quy
it who
loves life,” |
: McConaughey
tells Us of his Sahara
character, Dirk Pitt.
“I'm a world traveler
] myself, and I've
_ been to most of
& the places the
1. story takes
place!”
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“Theiy Love‘é — - .' MR .Sah was-s"hn-t
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: b . in early 2004
“Nothing physical N b inSpainand
happens"” until the last ¥ § 3 - R Morocco. “*You
scene, McConaughey : : i ; : can tell we're not
tells Us. But sparks fly e AN : in Utah!" says
throughout the film. i : : the actor.
“Underneath,” he says, ;
“plood’s flowin"!"
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