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tapas

(feminine noun, plural):

o1. top, lid, cover.
o2. little dishes of tasty morsels,
to accompany a drink or be
shared as a meal.

Nothing spells Spanish laid-back-ness
and sociability as the tradition of eating tapas.
It’s noisy. It's often messy. It's fun. Used napkins
and cigarette butts are thrown to the floor
and the bill is split. It's quite different from
any other restaurant experience, but
always a good time.

* RULE NO. 1_ Don't expect to get a tabla or even a bar stool. At the more
upscala places you can book, at the others you can guels. However, unless you
intend this to be an extensive meal, just pick the first free spot at the bar.

* RULE MND. 2_ Be brave. Al rush hour, nobody will come to taks yvour onder.
Thare may not avan be a menu. You'll have to makes yvourself heard, check out
what others are having, and listen to the staff's suggestions.

* RULE NO. 3_ Looks can be deceiving. The woman with a fag hanging out of
hef mouth is dropping ash opto the best clams in Barcelona. The basement bar
with strip lighting and broken chairs sells malt-in-your-mouth [berian ham. And
those things that look like alien claws from an 80s hoffor movie are a delectabla
and expansive seafood delicacy.

* RULE NO. 4_ Know your terminology. Tapas are small, raciones are big(ger).
Montaditos are canapés without the pomp. Pintxos are lapas servad Basgus
style. And with pintxos at the bar it's every man for himself.

* RULE MND. 5_ The ruder the staff, the more they consider you one of their own.

* RULE MO, 6_ Thay're small plates. Order many.
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