Chapter 1: Success Blooms!


It was the summer of 2006, and theaters everywhere were packed. Audiences had raved about the original Pirates of the Caribbean, which made its sequel, Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest, a highly anticipated film. Dead Man's Chest quickly became the movie that launched Orlando Bloom, as blacksmith-turned-pirate Will Turner, into the record books. 


The original Pirates  grossed $654 million at the box office worldwide and left audiences calling for more. In the first film, Will Turner acquired the aid of a pirate named Jack Sparrow in order to rescue his love Elizabeth Swann. Elizabeth had been taken prisoner by the pirates of the Black Pearl, because of a mysterious gold medallion she had in her possession. This medallion was the key to breaking the curse on the Pearl's crew. Only the child of one of their crewmen, Bootstrap Bill, could return the medallion and set them free. Will was that child. But, Elizabeth told her captors that she was Bootstrap's daughter, instead. The pirates took her to Isla de Muerta, where they quickly discovered the truth. Although Jack and Will spent a good portion of the film together with the same goals, they each had their own motives, creating well-deserved mistrust. Will wanted Elizabeth, and Jack wanted to take command of the Black Pearl—a goal he tried to sacrifice Will to obtain. In the end, however, the two proved to be loyal, or at least loyal enough for pirates, and they both escaped jail and execution. Much to the surprise of many, Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl was as big a hit with critics as it was with audiences. It received Academy Award nominations for Best Actor (Johnny Depp), Best Makeup, Best Sound, Best Sound Editing, and Best Visual Effects.

Coming Back for More


As a result of the first movie's spectacular and unexpected success, Dead Man's Chest brought in $135.6 million its opening weekend, trouncing the previous record held by Spider-Man and its $114.8 million. As the second movie in Disney's planned trilogy, Dead Man’s Chest brought back all the characters viewers had fallen in love with, including Johnny Depp's spastic Captain Jack Sparrow and Bloom's clever and passionate Will Turner. Orlando praised the crew that made it possible:

“What's cool about it is that the talent, the writers, . . . they took what was a one-off movie, but because of what was already there on the page in terms of character-development, they were able to really take it somewhere.”


While the two lead characters had been erstwhile friends in the first movie, Dead Man's Chest saw them turning on one another like never before. They faced deadly cannibals, the vicious Davy Jones, and the monstrous Kraken on their journey to save Jack's soul and free Will from execution at the hands of the East India Company. Will needed Jack's compass to bribe the Company, Jack needed the key to the chest containing Davy Jones's heart, and both were willing to sacrifice each other if need be. Also returning in the film were Keira Knightly, playing Elizabeth Swann, and Jack Davenport, playing a disgraced Commodore Norrington. Elizabeth was instrumental in finding the chest, but it was ultimately Norrington who stole Davy Jones's heart and returned it to the East India Company, hoping to regain his post as Commodore. By the end of the movie, Jack was dragged under the waves by the Kraken, and Will's fate was uncertain. 


Even though critics complained that Dead Man’s Chest was too long and had an overly complicated plot, viewers still flooded the theaters. The movie was the number one film of the summer and quickly became the number one film of the year! By the time Dead Man’s Chest had finished its run, it had earned more than a billion dollars.


But this wasn't the first time Orlando Bloom had helmed a billion dollar franchise on the big screen. Many movie fans already knew him as the blond, statuesque elf hero Legolas in the three Lord of the Rings movies. It was his break-out role. 


The Lord of the Rings drew huge audiences. The first movie, The Fellowship of the Ring, grossed $871 million. The second film, The Two Towers, brought in $926 million, and the final installment, The Return of the King, capped off the success with a worldwide gross of $1.1 billion. In 2004, The Return of the King also won the Academy Award for Best Picture.


The success of both trilogies meant that Orlando had become only the second actor to ever appear in more than one movie grossing a billion dollars. The first actor to do this was Bernard Hill, who appeared in The Return of the King and the hit movie Titanic. But Bloom has one thing that Hill does not: star power. His handsome looks and charismatic roles have made him a household name. According to biographer Jonathan Carlisle: 

“With a face that could melt a million hearts, Orlando has taken both Hollywood and the movie-going public by storm. His combination of gorgeous good looks and blazing talent has made him the hottest performer in Tinseltown, appealing to fans and casting directors alike. Which makes it no surprise that his career has taken a meteoric path.”


But Orlando Bloom hadn't entered the business to be a famous pretty face. He had wanted to act since he was very little. And for him, this meant meeting the challenges of playing different characters, not becoming a typical Hollywood star.

