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Australians have been quietly lining up at the Magnolia Theater in West Village to get a fix of their favorite "chocky bickie" (Australian for "chocolate biscuits" or "cookies"): Arnott's Tim Tams.

The official word is that they were brought in by Magnolia's city manager, Tearlach Hutcheson.

"I wanted to stock items that were different from other cinemas and give customers a unique experience," he says.

After spending a few minutes talking to the Sydney-sider, it's obvious that Mr. Hutcheson, like millions of other Aussies, is addicted to the chocolate-covered cookies.

The prices may seem like extortion at $6.50 for a pack of 11 cookies, but once you've had your first hit, you'll be hooked.

You can eat them the regular way, but celebrities such as Graham Norton, Sharon Osbourne and Natalie Imbruglia have been known to Tim Tam Slam in public.

The Slam involves slurping hot tea through the cookie, almost as if it's a straw, then cramming the hot, melted cookie into your mouth.

Magnolia serves hot teas and coffees for Tim Tam Slamming, and while you're there, pick up Australia's second-favorite cookie, Arnott's Mint Slices ($6.50 for 13), dark-chocolate-covered cookies with a soft mint center made with real mint oil. You can eat those the normal way.
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Nip off opposite corners and go for a Slam.


A SLAM DUNK
Gather needed Slam items:

1 pack of Tim Tams (original flavor works best)

1 cup of hot milky tea (may substitute a latte, hot chocolate or a small glass of port)

a few friends to slam with.

Step 1: Nibble off two diagonal corners of the cookie, exposing the chocolate cream. Think of the Tim Tam as a chocolate "straw."

Step 2: With tea in one hand, dip one corner of the exposed cookie into the tea and suck up the liquid from the other bitten end, saturating the entire cookie.

Step 3: Once the liquid hits your tongue, cram the entire cookie into your mouth.

Step 4: Enjoy five seconds of pure chocolate heaven. Repeat as much as required, but remember that there are only 11 cookies in a pack.

Tip: Work fast and do not bite too much off the ends, otherwise the soaked cookie crumbles before you can say "Tim Tam Slam."

WHERE TO FIND TIM TAMS
You can buy several kinds of Tim Tams at the concession stand of the Magnolia Theater in the West Village, 3699 McKinney Ave. (You don't have to buy movie tickets to get to the concession stand.) Other Tim Tam "pushers" include The Aussie Bakery and Cake Shop in Weatherford, 1926 S. Main, 817-599-6363; $5.25 per package. Online sources include www.aussieproducts.com (which also sells a value-share pack of 20 Tim Tams at $6.50 to serious junkies) or www.about-australia-shop.com/ (based in San Antonio).

Cheryl Ng Collett is an Australian working as a freelance writer in Dallas. She loves chocky bickies.
