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	Dressed To Thrill
Every so often, Western wear makes its brand on the runways, and in 2005, cowboy couture is set to conquer new frontiers again. Western wear is no longer just for hard-ridin’, boot-scootin’ cowboys and cowgirls. There’s a new breed of urban cowboys in town, and this spring, Where’s favorite local retailers show you how to ride high in style without going to the prairie.
by Cheryl NG Collett
Cowboy Cool

It doesn’t get any hipper than this West Village boutique. “The name really says it all, doesn’t it?” owner Heath Calhoun says. He’s dressed in a loose-fitting, pale-lemon Western shirt with bootleg jeans and — of course — tanned leather boots. He looks just as comfortable at a martini bar as he would two-steppin’ at Billy Bob’s in Fort Worth.

The store has an amazing array of ready- and custom-made boots with gorgeous butterfly motifs or hand-tooled flower designs in funky shades of turquoise, orange, and pink. No wonder fashionistas have been known to swap their Jimmy Choos to strut around town in a pair of Cowboy Cool boots. (Boots start from $350.)

Cowgirl wannabes should look for edgy Parasuco jeans and Swarovski studded tank tops by Yvette Mandell. Vintage rock T-shirts redesigned into tube tops and halter necks by Industry Rag add a dose of rock and roll, perfect for the city slicker. Guys can also expect to see savvy clothing lines from Cad Zoot by Billy Bob Thornton and Cowboy Cool’s private label. 

Ammons Boot Company

Housed in Saks Fifth Avenue, this store’s address is as exclusive as its long list of celebrity clients. Dolly Parton, Robert Redford, Clint Eastwood, George Strait and Madonna have been known to favor Ammons’ boots. Expect to find fine leather off-the-rack or custom-made boots with exotic skins from alligator, crocodile and lizard to ostrich or kangaroo. (Boots start from $470.)

The detail in each pair of boots is remarkable from its superb hand-stitching and hand-coloring to the lemon wood pegs (never brass tacks!) used in the soles and heels made of stacked leather. The lining of the boots is finished with soft glove leather, not nylon. “There are no man-made materials in my boots,” Ammons says proudly. “This is what I call the original American footwear.”

Ammons worked with master bootmaker Samuel Lucchese in 1971 before setting up Ammons Boot Company in 1985. His range has expanded to matching belts, hats, jackets and even a spectacular crocodile saddle studded with rubies, sterling silver and gold with a price tag to match ($25,000). 

Andreas Beckmann

The Andreas Beckmann store is unlike your ordinary retail store. This Highland Park shop resembles an architect’s studio.

As you walk in, samples of beautifully crafted boots line the crimson walls. Glass cases displaying samples of sterling silver belt buckles studded with turquoise and semi-precious stones lay side by side with jewelry made by Mexico City silversmith Daniel Espinoza.

In the back, owner Héctor Alfaro sits behind a large desk, drafting his latest creation for his clientele. At Andreas Beckmann, service is personalized all the way. “We have a very demanding clientele,” Alfaro says as he pulls out swatches of exotic skins. He personally designs each boot to the client’s specifications, from the color, heel and wing tips to the earpulls and stitch patterns.

Alfaro believes that a great bootmaker should know more than the technique of making boots. “They need to understand the human body. The fit of the boot should help correct posture and the way someone walks. It’s not just a fashionable item.”

Look out for hot new colors for spring and summer: lime, mustard, pinks, corals and bright reds. (Boots start from $550.) 

Justin Boot Company

It’s been 125 years, and Justin Boot Company is still walking tall. Ask any Texan and it’s likely that their first pair of boots were bought from Justin Boots. Founder H.J. “Joe” Justin’s humble beginning was repairing boots for cowboys in 1877. Soon, word spread quickly that the young H.J. made sturdy custom boots, and the rest is heel-kicking history.

Trendsetting girls should look out for the Caliente collection for boots in hot citrus colors and textured leathers accented with trendy floral and rhinestone designs. All Caliente boots are combined with cushy rubber soles for comfort. (Boots are around $100 for all styles.)

Louis Russo, brand manager of Justin Boots, says, “Their color schemes reflect colors found in mainstream fashion. You will see them anywhere from the mall to the club to rodeos.”

The Punchy collection blends the traditional Western silhouette with brightly colored exotic leathers and cowhide. Russo calls it updated cowboy fashion. “And that ‘once-again-fashionable’ square toe everyone is talking about actually dates back to the 1800s.” However, for our comfort, the boots feature 21st-century technology so that they feel broken-in before you leave the store. (Boots start from $250.)

Justin Boots are readily available at many Western Warehouse, Boot Town and Cavender’s Boot City stores. 

How to get the look?

The trick is not to wear all your western gear at once. You want to avoid looking like an extra in a John Wayne movie.

A straw cowboy hat paired with a loose linen Guayabera shirt and jeans is a great look for guys. For girls, try a figure-flattering feminine cotton skirt and a peasant top. Accessorize it with a thick, heavy leather and silver-studded belt.

If you are wearing cowboy boots, know that they will always be a topic of conversation, so keep your outfit simple. Guys should pick up a Paul Frank cowboy boot design T-shirt ($22, available from the Dallas store only) and wear it with faded, boot-cut denim jeans. For girls, a tiered denim skirt and tube top is great way to show off your footwear.

When the sun goes down, cowgirls can get their bling on with a rhinestone studded belt and matching diamante horseshoe necklace from Western Warehouse. And urban cowboys in Cowboy Cool’s retro-rockabilly shirts are sure to get the gals moseying in their direction. 
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Western shirts at Ammons Boot Company[image: image6.jpg]





Justin Boot's Caliente collection
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