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eco-style
If you are unclear on choosing fabric dyes, here is a tip sheet:

Natural dyes

have been used for centuries to color textiles, and are derived from plants,

animals, minerals, and sometimes even insects. They can produce rich

colors in a variety of shades. Colors may be somewhat less permanent

than with other methods, and the dyeing process typically calls for the

use of mordants—sometimes toxic minerals—to aid absorption.

Undyed natural color

means the fabric bears the original color of the fiber. The palette is

limited (blues, greens, browns, and purples) compared to other fabrics.

(And undyed doesn’t necessarily mean the fabric is organic, so check

the certification.)

Clay dyes

are made using natural minerals and iron compounds from the earth

for color. They can retain their color better than natural dyes.

Low-impact fiber-reactive dyes

are synthetic dyes that chemically bond to the fiber molecules. They

have diverse, vibrant tones, require less water for the dyeing process
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