	CLAIMING A PROMISED LAND

African-American settlers in Israel are guided by idea of independent Black Hebrew society
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DIMONA, Israel - On a breezy spring evening deep in the desert of the Holy Land, two women formerly from Detroit stand on an outdoor stage singing a song of praise, in Hebrew. 

With eyes closed, heads lifted heavenward and arms extended, the singers, draped in white gowns and matching headwraps, lose themselves in lyrics paying tribute to God and Israel. Behind them a flag with the Star of David blows in the wind. 

They sing on the night of the New World Passover, a special holiday in this African-American settlement nestled in the Negev Desert. The lyrics have been improvised, but the melody still is strongly familiar. It is the theme from Exodus, the classic American movie that chronicles Israel's struggle for independence. 

This is a community of expatriate African-Americans who say they also are struggling for independence. 

They call themselves Black Hebrew Israelites. They have been in this country nearly three decades - but not by invitation. They say they are descendants of the biblical tribe of Judah, and therefore believe they are Jews `'in the tribal sense." 

Israel, they believe, is their birthright. The Israeli government and Orthodox rabbinate do not recognize their claims. Nor do mainstream Jewish groups outside Israel. 

They began an exodus from America 30 years ago to the place they consider their Promised Land. 

"America is not working for black people. We had to have an alternative," said Ben Ami ben Israel, 57, the spiritual leader of the movement he founded in Chicago. He persuaded a group of African-Americans to join his exodus from America, which began in 1967. 

The community, which has since spawned three generations and about 2,000 followers, is believed to be the largest organized settlement of African-Americans outside the United States. 

But not all of the followers remained Black Hebrews. Many of the youth in the insular community became restless and curious about the world outside. They left, some saying they had been physically abused. Some adults who became dissatisfied with the lifestyle also departed. 

For more than 20 years, Black Hebrews lived in Israel illegally because the Orthodox religious authorities refused to recognize them as Jews. 

"They can claim whatever they want," said Rabbi Raphael Dayan, assistant to Israeli Chief Rabbi Eliyahu Bakshi-Doron. "According to Jewish law, only a person who was born to a Jewish mother is Jewish. If they say they're Jewish, they have to prove it." 

Mr. ben Israel maintains that Black Hebrews are Jews by "tribal origin." Therefore, they refuse to convert, which is another way they can be accepted as Jews by the Israeli religious establishment. 

Claims to Judaism is a touchy issue in this state. Debates over "who is a Jew" have caused rifts between Israelis and Jews outside Israel. Currently at issue is a pending bill that would grant Orthodox rabbinical courts exclusive jurisdiction over those seeking to convert. It has raised concerns among non-Orthodox Jews in Israel and abroad who fear that their own conversions and religious status may be challenged. 

Black Hebrews' claims to Judaism have added to the controversy. But in all other aspects, they are a blip on the political landscape. 

Unlike the Palestinians, they are not considered a major threat to peace. Mr. ben Israel has said his community of Black Hebrews would side with the Israelis even though they "are not part of the dispute." To most Israelis, the Black Hebrews are not as well known as Ethiopian Jews, the largest group of blacks in Israel who lay claim to Judaism. 

The Black Hebrews "were an issue a few decades ago, but they are not a major one now," said Moshe Fogel, a government spokesman. 

They are a society unto themselves. 

"They have their own little sect," said Dvora Schneiderman, an Israeli businesswoman who is close to members of the Dimona community and often has hosted them in her home. 

"Israelis in the rest of the country know very little about them," she said, "and they don't care much because they don't have to be in contact. 

"It's not that they're discriminated against, they're just ignored." 

The Black Hebrews were more of an issue during the early years when they were fighting to remain in the country. During that time, they engaged in fierce rhetorical battles with Israeli authorities. 

They have made anti-Semitic remarks, calling Israeli Jews "impostors," and threatened to take control of the land, according to media reports. The Jerusalem Post quoted one high-ranking government official who called the Black Hebrews a "dictatorial, anti-Semitic cult" and another who accused them of being "worse than the PLO Palestine Liberation Organization." 

Although they were in the country illegally, the government refrained from deporting them, partly to avoid charges of racism from the United States and other countries, according to American Embassy officials. 

Today the Black Hebrews' presence is tolerated. 

They now have legal status as temporary residents, but full Israeli citizenship - which is what they feel they are automatically entitled to - remains elusive. Temporary status allows them to work and live here, but they are not permitted to vote. 

In the meantime, the followers, including some from Texas, continue to build the community they call "The Kingdom of God." 

"Shalom, black beauty. Welcome home." 

Hebrew is spoken in this Black Hebrew kefar, or village, nestled in the midst of this small desert city, but with a flavor that is distinctly African-American. 

Greetings and blessings and displays of kevode, or respect, are everywhere. 

Bright-eyed, obedient children bow and curtsy in deference to adults. Women plant kisses on cheeks and men engage in handshakes and elaborate bumping of shoulders from side to side. 

They live in Israel but signs of their African-American culture are evident. 

On a side street, young women dressed in modest garb but wearing Nike sneakers are jumping rope with a double Dutch vengeance. In the nearby courtyard, young men slam basketballs through hoops. Kids play jacks and hopscotch, and in the distance, the recorded voices of the O'Jays rhythm and blues group singing "Family Reunion" is heard blaring from someone's sound system. 

Each spring, Black Hebrews celebrate the New World Passover. Loosely fashioned after the traditional Jewish Passover in which Jews commemorate the exodus of Israelites from slavery in Egypt, the Black Hebrews commemorate their exodus from America. 

The mid-May event - marked by music, games, speeches and stories chronicling the movement - took place this year in a field next to their cluster of modest, single-story apartments surrounded by majestic sandy hills and warmed by the sun. 

Mr. ben Israel, resplendent in African-inspired attire, presided over the festival but refrained from any public speaking. He let members of his inner circle speak on his behalf. 

"We are not here accidentally," announced Asiel ben Israel, the "international ambassador" during opening ceremonies. "This is the fulfillment of what was spoken through the prophets." 

Black Hebrews regard Ben Ami ben Israel as their messiah, the one who delivered them from America to their new life. 

Not much is divulged about Mr. ben Israel's early years. Known as Ben Carter in Chicago, he grew up on the southwest side and completed his high school education during a stint in the U.S. Army. He had a brief trade school education and worked as a metallurgist at a foundry. He was working there when, he said, he had his "vision." He was 27 years old. 

"I heard a voice tell me that the time had come for Africans in America, the descendants of the Biblical Israelites, to return to the land of our forefathers," Mr. ben Israel said. 

It was 1966 and during the height of the black consciousness movement. Racial turbulence rocked cities throughout the United States, and summer riots that erupted in many urban areas were a manifestation of black discontent. 

Many followers of Mr. ben Israel had Christian backgrounds. 

The Bible stories about the struggles of the Hebrew people who were enslaved and eventually made an exodus from Egypt paralleled their own history of enslavement and quest for freedom, they said. 

For some, embracing a movement like Mr. ben Israel's was a logical move. 

"I felt there was no hope in America," said Byron Boyd, formerly of South Dallas, who shocked family and friends when he abandoned his studies at Southern Methodist University to join the Black Hebrews 17 years ago. 

Most of the followers came from major cities with large black populations. Some followers live in America, and others live in parts of Africa, the Caribbean and Europe. 

The first group that ultimately went to Israel left America in 1967, settling first in Liberia. 

Mr. ben Israel said they went there to rid themselves of bad habits, such as drug abuse, acquired in the United States before moving on. 

They spent nearly three years in a rural area outside Monrovia, the capital. 

Conditions in the African bush were much harsher than they expected. Many who could not live without modern conveniences returned to the United States. 

In early 1968, Mr. ben Israel sent members to visit Israel as tourists. One of the members lived in a religious kibbutz there, studied Hebrew and sent favorable reports back to Mr. ben Israel. They began to leave Liberia for Israel in 1969. The first group numbered five. Mr. ben Israel was part of the second group of 39, which moved there in 1970. 

Today there are an estimated 1,500 to 3,000 Black Hebrews in Israel, according to officials of the group and Israeli officials. The estimate ranges widely because no one has conducted an official census and the Black Hebrews once were secretive about their births, deaths and followers who entered the country illegally. 

Most followers are concentrated in Dimona, about 130 miles south of Tel Aviv. Others live in nearby cities of Arad, Mitzpe Ramon and Tel Aviv. 

Mr. ben Israel said Black Hebrews live by the laws and the commandments of the Bible. But he is quick to point out that they don't practice a religion. He calls it a "way of life." 

Black Hebrews do not practice Judaism according to mainstream Jewish traditions. They celebrate some Jewish holy days such as Passover, Shavuout, Memorial Blowing of the Trumpets, Yom Kippur and Succoth. 

They have their own customs, some of which are drawn from the Bible or from their own experiences and preferences. 

For instance, along with observing Passover, they also observe a New World Passover in which they commemorate leaving America. They also fast for 24 hours on the Sabbath, which is not a practice of mainstream Jews. 

They practice polygamy. Mr. ben Israel has four wives and 15 children. 

Women married to the same man refer to each other as "sister." Some call their husbands "Lord." 

Polygamy is illegal in Israel, but the Black Hebrew Israelites perform their marriages under their own system, and they do not register multiple marriages with the state. 

Baht-el ben Yehuda, 39, is one of two wives of Horahliel ben Yehuda, formerly Gary Patterson of Beaumont, Texas. He joined the community 18 years ago. 

Ms. ben Yehuda said it was difficult for her to accept the polygamous lifestyle when she first joined the Black Hebrews. But with the help of the teachings she managed to make "a mental adjustment." 

She said she has a "fantastic" friendship with her "sister wife" Yahdina, who was married to Mr. ben Yehuda for 12 years before Baht-el ben Yehuda came to the community. 

'`She delivered all my babies," said Ms. ben Yehuda. "If we didn't have a good relationship I wouldn't have had faith in her to do that." 

"You have to be mature," she said about the arrangement. "It's not something you can just play with. You have to be very considerate of one another's feelings. 

"In Western society people get caught up on sex. With us, it is important but not top priority." 

The emphasis is on family harmony. "In the community, we're brothers and sisters first." 

The first group of Black Hebrews, who arrived in 1969, were received well by authorities and given the same benefits of other Jewish immigrants - tourist visas, work permits, subsidized housing. They had access to health insurance and public schools. 

Conflict arose in 1972, when Israel's chief rabbinate ruled the Black Hebrews were not Jewish. Their privileges were revoked. Because they refused to convert, the government refused to grant them immigrant status that is automatically provided to Jews under Israel's Law of Return. 

"We still see ourselves as being Jewish, so we're not going to undergo conversion," said Mr. ben Israel. "It's a matter of principle." 

The rabbinate has not wavered from its position. 

"It's impossible that just anyone can come along and say he's Jewish," said Rabbi Dayan, assistant to Chief Rabbi Bakshi-Doron. "The continuity throughout the generations is key." 

When they had no legal status, a number of the Black Hebrews were deported. To avoid further deportation, they renounced their American citizenship. During that period of limbo, their babies were born stateless. 

Some of the youths who became adults during that time and decided they wanted to leave the community could not do so because they had no American status and they could not claim Israeli citizenship because it was never granted to them. 

That changed in 1989 when the government relaxed its residency restrictions, and Aryeh Deri, who was Interior minister, granted group members visitor status. 

The visitor status, which became effective in 1990 and lasted for two years, enabled them to get work permits. They were also given access to medical facilities and could travel freely outside the country. 

In 1992, the Black Hebrews were granted temporary residency status on the condition they agree to reclaim their American citizenship. That happened in 1990 after the State Department determined that most of the followers had renounced under pressure from the Black Hebrew leadership and agreed to restore their citizenship, according to Andy Miller, State Department spokesman. 

The Black Hebrews have been temporary residents for more than six years. The usual renewal limit is 18 months, according to Tova Ellinson, spokeswoman for Israel's Interior Ministry. 

Each time that status expires and the Black Hebrews make an appeal for Israeli citizenship, the government refuses. Their current status expires in 1998, at which time they can make another appeal, she said. 

Also, as part of the agreement, Mr. ben Israel had to agree not to allow other Black Hebrews to enter the country illegally with the intent of joining the group. 

Although he agreed to do so, the government still has a policy of checking black visitors at Ben-Gurion International Airport who they suspect may be trying to illegally gain entry for that purpose. 

The community has had its share of followers who decided to leave. 

"The limited educational opportunities is what brought us back," said Jeannene Frazier of Chicago, who left in 1986 after living in Israel six years. She said her four children learned enough to prepare them for college, but the community had no accredited college for them to attend. 

"Maybe it has changed, but at the time I was there they didn't have the worldly knowledge to move the community forward." 

Kevin Jackson, 27, also of Chicago, said he was fed up with the harsh punishments. 

"The discipline as far as diet, respecting your elders and respecting your peers was great," said Mr. Jackson, whose mother took him there with her from Detroit when he was 3. "But the punishments were just ridiculous." 

He said that beatings were frequent and bordered on abuse and that he often was punished for things he did not do. 

Ms. Frazier said that during her years in Israel, many of the leaders took punishments to the extreme. 

"The kids rebelled, and many left," she said. But she said despite the strict discipline, she doesn't regret raising her four children here. 

"I can look at them and say I don't have one drug addict," she said. "They are loving and respectful. They have grown up to be responsible, and because they were exposed to different cultures in Israel, they see things in a global sense." 

Mr. ben Israel said the community punishes the children but insists there is no abuse. 

"We stand them in corners, give them extra chores and take away privileges," he said. "And if it is an extreme case we tell them parents to whip their behinds." 

Although Mr. Jackson has disassociated himself from the Black Hebrews, he said he still feels an affinity with Judaism. 

In June, he converted to Conservative Judaism in Chicago. "I had a spiritual connection to it," said Mr. Jackson. "It's the religion I am most comfortable with." 

The state of Israel recognizes as Jews people who undergo conversions performed in the United States. Therefore, Mr. Jackson is eligible for Israeli citizenship. 

He said he may return to Israel to live, but not with the Black Hebrews. "I'd like to think that I'd have a master's degree or something by now if I hadn't wasted time over there," he said. "But who knows? In the streets of . . . America, where young black men are dying at an alarming rate, I could have been dead or even killed. Maybe taking me over there saved my life." 

Problems that disproportionately plague blacks in the United States are virtually nonexistent in the Black Hebrew community in Israel, Mr. ben Israel said. 

He said the community is free of crime. As far as Dimona police Chief Hayim Eyal can tell, that is true. 

"I don't have any problem with them," said the chief, whose office is a few blocks from the community. He said he has more crime-related problems with Israeli citizens in Dimona than with the Black Hebrews. 

"They have a way of life and integrity that you don't have in an ordinary neighborhood. The leadership is stronger and better and is more effective." 

The Black Hebrews are fairly secretive and fiercely protective of their community and keep a close eye on outsiders. 

Christine Buck of Detroit, who spent a week in the community, was one of several visitors who complained about the ever-present escorts assigned to her. 

She said they were gracious hosts, but the escorts made her uncomfortable. 

"I wasn't used to that," she said. "My parents weren't with me as much as they were. I felt safe, but it wasn't something I was accustomed to." 

Although Mr. ben Israel says the community is relatively healthy, it had its share of health problems in the early years, according to news reports and interviews with former members. 

Children were afflicted by childhood diseases, such as measles, because they were not properly inoculated. Some died from malnutrition as they tried to get adjusted to the new diets and also because they couldn't afford enough food at times, community members said. 

When they lived here illegally, the Black Hebrews did a variety of things to support themselves. 

They took agricultural and construction jobs offered by Israeli employers who ignored the laws and wanted to hire cheap labor. Some took jobs left vacant by Arabs as their continuing conflict with Israeli government escalated. 

Some in the United States resorted to illegal means to raise money to help develop the community. In the 1980s, American-based Black Hebrews were convicted of embezzlement, check fraud and passport forgery. 

Today their temporary status enables them to work legally outside their community. They also have their own businesses. 

They operate a natural foods factory and restaurants in Tel Aviv, Arad and Dimona. They design and sell clothing and jewelry. They operate a "holistic" health center in Beersheba, and they are negotiating with private interests in Israel to establish a treatment center for recovering drug addicts. 

And even though they have rejected much of the American lifestyle, they accept American dollars to help develop their infrastructure. 

In 1990, they received a $1 million grant from the U.S. government to build a school, which opened in 1993. 

During their early problems with the Israeli government, the Black Hebrews removed their children from public schools. 

In 1972, they set up their own school, where they taught students basic reading and writing skills and Black Hebrew philosophy. Rooms in their already cramped apartments served as classrooms, supplies were limited and there was a shortage of properly trained teachers. 

The new school is accredited and supported by Israel's Ministry of Education. Students are taught by a faculty of Israelis, Black Hebrews and immigrants from the former Soviet Union. 

Insufficient housing is another problem, according to Immanuel ben Yehuda, the Washington-based spokesman. 

Horahliel ben Yehuda, the Black Hebrew from Beaumont, lives with his 14 children and two wives in a three-bedroom apartment. The overcrowded conditions are not readily evident, however. The yards are well maintained and units were immaculate. 

Black Hebrews also earn money as performers. Their gospel choir, rhythm and blues band and individual singers often are hired to perform for Israeli audiences. 

They took soul music to the beleaguered army units during the Yom Kippur War in 1973 and over the years have given volunteer performances at other Israeli events. 

"They rely on us quite heavily," said Shavakia baht Israel, one of the singers who work regularly outside the community. "Not only to play the music but for the inspiration. When they see us, they give us that kevode." 

It has been 30 years, and according to Mr. ben Israel the Black Hebrews are in Israel to stay. 

He said he has expanded his vision to include getting blacks who are dissatisfied with life in America to resettle in African countries. 

Once strident in their rhetoric, which promoted racial separation, the Black Hebrews no longer express those views, at least not publicly. They have accepted Israeli and Hispanic followers into their Dimona community. In the United States, there are some group members who are white. 

"When we left America in 1967, we were more full of zeal than understanding," Mr. ben Israel said. "Now we have greater understanding." 
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Black Hebrews' idea of independent society appealed to Texans
Linda Jones
Staff Writer The Dallas Morning News
DIMONA, Israel. 

Texans were among the hundreds of African-Americans who began leaving the United States 30 years ago to join the Black Hebrew Israelite community. Shlomo ben Israel, formerly Byron Boyd of Dallas, and Horahliel ben Yehuda, formerly Gary Patterson of Beaumont, offer a glimpse into their new lives.) 

DIMONA, Israel - When Shlomo ben Israel left America to prove how committed he was to being a Black Hebrew, he did it without fanfare, farewells or second thoughts. 

He didn't even tell his mother. 

No one, he says, was going to talk him out of it. 

"As soon as I got here I called to let them know I was okay, what I was doing," he says of his departure 17 years ago. 

Shlomo ben Israel, 39, says he joined the community because he wanted to be among blacks who were working to build an independent society in a land they believe belongs to them. 

"This is the Holy Land, the land of our heritage," says Shlomo ben Israel, who grew up in South Dallas and graduated from Lincoln High School. He was a history major at Southern Methodist University when he abruptly abandoned his studies to move to Israel. 

"It's the land everybody talks about in church. It's not just the place with the guns and the war. That's only part of it." 

Black Hebrews believe that they are descendants of the biblical tribe of Judah and that Israel is their birthright. They have temporary resident status, but are not recognized as citizens by the Israeli government. Neither the government nor religious leaders accept their claims to Judaism. 

Shlomo ben Israel lives in Arad, a community about 25 miles north of Dimona, with his wife, Bilgah, and their six children. In this communal society they share a house with four other families. He helps support his family and the community primarily by painting and renovating homes. When that work isn't available, he says, he does odd jobs. 

"I definitely wasn't seeking material gain when I left," says Shlomo ben Israel, who says he moved here "on faith." 

His departure upset family members and puzzled his friends. 

"I was devastated at first when he left," says his mother, Phyllis Boyd, during an interview in South Dallas. "But I sought comfort in the Scriptures." 

Seated in the living room of her home, his mother gazes wistfully at prominently displayed photographs of her eldest son and his family. 

She talks about how much she misses him and still holds on to memories of his visit home - for the first time - last summer. She says she speaks to him by phone at least once a month and plans to visit him when she retires. 

Ms. Boyd says her son's decision to join the community doesn't surprise her, even though she didn't want him to go. 

"I always had the mind that he was going to do something different," she says. 

Shlomo ben Israel says his mother and grandmother provided him a strong religious foundation. They kept him in the church and, according to his mother, he was well versed in scriptures by the time he was four. 

His father, a follower of the Nation of Islam, instilled in him a strong sense of racial pride. 

But something, he says, was missing. 

"I knew there was a God and that he existed, but the way they went about teaching it just didn't agree with me." 

And growing up, he says, he "noticed a difference in the social structure" between blacks and whites. 

"I just knew that things weren't right." 

A member of his fraternity at SMU who shared his concern showed him an article written by a Chicago-based member of the Black Hebrews. The article was about black people in America being ancestrally linked to Israel. 

The "real blessing" came when Black Hebrews visited Dallas in 1979 and held a series of informational meetings. Shlomo ben Israel became the Dallas liaison for the group and coordinated study sessions at a community center in South Dallas. 

The sessions were well attended, and in 1970 he was the first Dallasite to make the move. A few others followed in subsequent years, but most returned, something he says he does not plan to do. 

"The only thing I miss about America is my family," he says. "I decided that I was going to be a pioneer and help create a better life and future for my children over here." 

It is the night before the Jewish Sabbath, and the family of Horahliel ben Yehuda is preparing to have a light meal before entering the period in which they will follow Black Hebrew tradition and fast for 24 hours. 

In the tiny apartment he shares with his two wives and 14 children, he takes an eyeball inventory of the room. 

"Is everybody here?" he asks family members as they assemble. Those who don't find seats at the two dinner tables perch on the edge of a nearby bunk bed and balance their bowls of vegetable soup on their laps. 

When they are settled, he leads them in a prayer of thanks in Hebrew. Observing the Sabbath, praying together and eating healthful meals is part of the Black Hebrew family lifestyle, says Horahliel ben Yehuda, 44, who joined the community in 1989. 

"What they said about leaving America and being in a society where we could be in a disciplined atmosphere, where we could control things ourselves, made all the sense in the world to me," he says. 

The Beaumont native learned about the group while at the end of his Air Force tenure in San Antonio. A former girlfriend introduced him to her brother, who was a member. 

They would spend hours discussing the group's philosophy, he said. 

"The brother was putting black people into a biblical and historical context. I have always been one who questioned things about religion," says Horahliel ben Yehuda, who was raised by a Catholic mother and a Baptist father. "But with this I found I never had questions. Everything made sense." 

He says he knew he was serious when he started forsaking Friday and Saturday night parties to attend Black Hebrew study sessions. 

His decision to relocate to Israel took its toll on his family back in America, he says. 

"Their first reaction was shock. I allowed space for them to get adjusted. But when they came over and saw me in a free and wholesome environment, they felt I was happy." 


07/27/97
BLACK HEBREW BELIEFS AND CUSTOMS
Linda Jones
. 

Spiritual leader Ben Ami ben Israel contends that Black Hebrews are blood descendants of Abraham and the biblical tribe of Judah. Therefore, he says, Black Hebrews are Jews in the "tribal sense." 

Followers maintain that their Hebrew Israelite ancestors, who they believe were black, were driven from Israel as punishment for failing to keep God's laws. They migrated to different parts of the world, including Africa, and many were taken to America as slaves. 

After having a "vision" in 1966, Mr. ben Israel says it became his mission to return African-Americans, as descendants of the original Hebrew Israelites, to Israel, which he says is their birthright. 

From a Chicago cultural center, he preached black nationalism and Judaism and persuaded a significant number to join his movement. 

They began an exodus from America in 1967, settling first in Liberia, in West Africa, he says, to purge themselves of "negative habits acquired in America." In 1969, after spending nearly three years there, they left Liberia and went to Israel. 

CUSTOMS: The Black Hebrews do not practice Judaism according to mainstream Jewish traditions. They celebrate some Jewish holy days, including Passover, Shavuot, Memorial Blowing of the Trumpets, Yom Kippur and Sukkot. 

But they have also their own customs, some of which are drawn from the Bible. For instance, along with observing Passover, they observe a New World Passover in which they commemorate leaving America. They also fast for 24 hours on the Sabbath, which is not a practice of mainstream Jews. 

Citing Old Testament Scriptures, the Black Hebrews maintain a vegan diet (Genesis 1:29) and wear modest clothing made only of natural fabrics (Leviticus 12:12). 

Women often wear their hair in braids or twists or covered in cloth. Men usually wear knitted skull caps. They practice polygamy. Alcohol drinking (except wine), smoking and drug use are prohibited. 

Most followers adopt surnames of Israel or Yehuda, which refers to the tribe of Judah. Women's surnames are preceded by baht, for "daughter of" and men's surnames are preceded by ben, meaning "son of." 

- Reported by Linda Jones 

