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Hidden Homeless

They`re Out There, In Need

Moving Toward Self-sufficiency

July 05, 1992|By Sue Masaracchia.

Beverly Stackhouse, 38, lost her job due to the corporate restructuring at a Lake County manufacturing company in the first quarter of 1990. Though she applied for unemployment compensation and hunted for another job, this single mother of two couldn`t keep up with her rent and was evicted from her apartment.

``I went from being an administrative assistant, working 40 hours a week at a fast pace, to doing nothing,`` Stackhouse said. She also recently had gone through a bitter divorce and child-custody battle and was getting only $160 a month in child support.

Her brother and sister-in-law agreed to take in Stackhouse and her two daughters. This was short-lived. Staying with her relatives just did not work out. She left and temporarily went to live at a hotel, with the help of her unemployment money and assistance from Catholic Charities of Lake County, which paid for about a week, their limit.

Stackhouse got help from Linda Hammond of Service-Employment-

Redevelopment of Lake County, whom she had met in 1984 when Stackhouse was first going through her lengthy divorce. Hammond handled Stackhouse`s case and, over the years, the two became friends. Hammond told Stackhouse about transitional housing and got her an application from Christian Outreach of Lutherans (COOL) to join their program.

She also got involved in Catholic Charities` Project Self-Sufficiency for single mothers and people who have had difficulties beyond their control.

``Something inside me started churning,`` she said, ``and I kept on and kept trying.``

Eventually, Stackhouse got a job at the Census Bureau and moved into transitional housing for six months, the limit, managing to save $1,000 while living there.

She also decided to go back to school to become an educator. Her dream began to be realized when she was accepted by National Louis University in Evanston.

``When I got the letter of acceptance, I passed up Cloud Nine. My goal is to be an entrepreneur, to have my own Christian pre-school.``

As her time allotment in transitional housing was at an end, she obtained a Section 8 Certificate through the Lake County Housing Authority, enabling Stackhouse to receive Project Self-Sufficiency help with the rent. Hammond suggested that Stackhouse move to a Vernon Hills apartment and assisted her in obtaining housing by acting as her advocate.

Now working part time as a preschool teacher for the Vernon Hills Park District and going to school full time, ``I`ve been able to bring my dream to the front burner,`` Stackhouse said.

