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heightened
senses.
AS AN ART COLLECTOR, DANCER, SINGER AND DESIGNER, 

LOVEDY BARBATELLI HAD SPENT YEARS SWIRLING IN THE 

EYE OF THE ART AND DESIGN WORLD, MAKING FREQUENT 

TRIPS TO DENVER TO GET HER LOCAL FIX. But, as she 

watched the city’s creative scene heating up, she longed to be in the 

midst of the action. 

A new modernist duplex put Barbatelli right where she wanted to 

be. Sleek, stylish and slated for LEED Gold certifi cation, the home is 

situated on a leafy street in the Highlands, her dream neighborhood. “It’s 

an old community, but there’s a lot of fresh energy and revitalization 

going on,” Barbatelli says. “Th ere are fabulous shops and restaurants for 

me, and parks and Sloan’s Lake for my dog, Miche’le.” Upon meeting 

the building’s developer, Jonathan Alpert of Imagine Infi ll, she found a 

kindred spirit—someone with sky-high design standards who pushes 

the eco-friendly envelope. “Th e stars aligned for me, and the whole thing 

was magical,” says the designer. 

 interior design Lovedy Barbatelli, Barbatelli Signature Interiors  

 architecture Matthew Lawton, AIA, Sexton Lawton Architecture

 home Builder Cindy Lizarraga and Mark Teets, Carter Customs

 Bedrooms 3   Bathrooms 5   sQuare feet 2,750

style selection

Crafted in a sleek silhouette, 
this stylish teak and polished 
stainless steel chair was designed 
to endure the elements. Echo 
Dining Side Chair, price available 
upon request; linkoutdoor.com
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time out 
In a cozy corner, shelves of art books and  
an abstract oil painting by Dale Chisman,  
acquired at Rule Gallery, offer inspiration  
for the homeowner’s creative pursuits. 
Seating options include a Louis Ghost  
chair by Philippe Starck and a Cumberland 
bench wearing Bergamo’s lavender velvet.

Luckily for Barbatelli, architect Matthew Lawton shared Alpert’s  

eco-modern vision and created an inspirational contemporary design 

for the duplex; Barbatelli’s unit features open rooms, ample natural 

light and plenty of built-in storage. “I didn’t want to impose a particular 

style,” Lawton says. “I like to think of architecture as a framework for 

people’s lives—something that gives them the flexibility to live in many 

different ways.”

To that end, the main level—which houses the kitchen, living and 

dining areas—is one big loft-like space. “That’s where I spend a lot of 

my time, and it gives me a feeling of openness that I hadn’t had in a 

home before,” Barbatelli says. 
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modern eclectic

Kendrick Moholt’s photograph of Chris  
Antemann’s porcelain pieces, found at Robischon 
Gallery, commands attention in the living room. 
The coffee table, custom designed by homeowner 
and designer Lovedy Barbatelli, centers a Nathan 
Anthony sofa from Charles Eisen & Associates 
and Lee Industries chairs from Columbine 
Showroom dressed in Bergamo fabric. 
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energy level

Quartz countertops from Caesarstone’s Recycled 
Collection pop against the custom FSC-certified 
Kitchen Craft cabinetry from The Kitchen 
Showcase. The backsplash by 3form organically 
incorporates bamboo rings. Appliances are by 
Bosch, purchased from Specialty Appliance, 
and carry the EPA’s Energy Star for efficiency.
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flight of fancy 
A Michael Dowling charcoal overlooks a 
sleek staircase that leads from the living 
area to the bedrooms. In the interest of 
simplicity and sustainability, a sideboard 
was incorporated as overflow storage 
for the kitchen and for books, and to act 
as a mini-gallery.

To achieve LEED Gold certification, green products and materials 

were incorporated into nearly every inch of the building, including 

solar panels on its detached garages. “We created a super-insulated 

shell, used high-efficiency furnace and air conditioning systems, 

and the concrete in the foundation is 30-percent fly ash, which is a 

recycled coal product,” says Lawton. And the home is as stylish as it 

is green. “The developer was very detailed in picking every material 

and making it something special, so the backsplashes and tiles, for 

example, are very unique,” says builder Cindy Lizarraga, who oversaw 

construction with her business partner, Mark Teets.

A designer by profession, Barbatelli outfitted the interiors herself, 

combining luxurious sophistication with touches of whimsy. Thanks 

to her life on the inside track, she snared some stunning fabrics and 
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visual feast

J. Persing’s recycled seatbelt chairs from Charles 
Eisen rally in the dining room beneath an Italian 
light fixture from a Los Angeles antiques shop. Atop 
the built-in cabinetry are silver candlesticks from 
Mexico, an heirloom sultan king doll and a Bonny 
Lhotka painting, acquired through Walker Fine Art.
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also designed certain furnishings herself, like the coffee table in the 

living room. Still, Barbatelli says that being a professional designer 

doesn’t necessarily mean that the project was easy. “Some things I 

didn’t even have to think about,” she says. “It was an intuitive yes. 

Click. Done. That’s a good feeling. But other things I agonized over. 

You feel inept, because as a designer, this is what you do all day long. 

But there’s so much personal emotional charge. How do I perceive 

myself? How do others perceive me? Am I going to be happy with this?”
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lip service 
Barbatelli emblazoned a wall in  
the powder room with lime-colored 
Élitis wallpaper scattered with lip 
images. The adjacent wall, backing 
a Kohler sink and faucet, features 
mosaic tile from Ann Sacks made 
from recycled wine corks.

seeing red

The Bali-inspired bedroom features a Kenneth 
Cobonpue bed from Hoff Miller, backdropped 
by flocked Élitis wallpaper from John Brooks. 
Two Hive pendants hang from the bed’s canopy. 
The white Hickory chair, also from Hoff Miller, 
offers a welcome sitting spot, and a Green 
Label Plus Mohawk carpet anchors the scene.
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calm exterior

The rooftop deck, an extension of Barbatelli’s 
home office, has a vegetable garden and plenty 
of room for entertaining. Comfy Steve&James 
seating surrounds concrete tables; loungers 
can appreciate Flavio Garciandia’s painting from 
Rule Gallery, visible through the large windows 
from Andersen Windows & Doors.

Barbatelli’s home acts, in part, as a gallery for her diverse art collection, 

which has earned her a spot on the Denver Art Museum’s Salon Series 

tour. A self-proclaimed “closet-case artist,” she has also unleashed her 

own creative voice throughout the home in unexpected ways. She 

fashioned an accent wall of repeating lip images in one bathroom, for 

example, transforming the room into what she calls the Den of Lips. 

“For a party I once hosted, I collaborated with Jim Green, who’s a 

sound artist, to do four little sound bites of me talking,” she says; 

activated by a motion sensor, the audio installation took guests by 

surprise each time they entered the room. 

Happily settled in, Barbatelli is now just minutes away from major 

exhibits, galleries and a host of other sensory delights. “I’m thrilled to 

be here,” she says. “Life is so full, which I love, but the spaciousness and 

openness of this place helps me empty my mind and brings me closer 

to who I am on the inside. That gives me a real opportunity to think 

differently and take in all of the influences that Denver has to offer. I 

feel like I’m reinventing myself.” L
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