Welcome to the  seventh annual  End of the Year Review Revue,  a lackadaisical, haphazard and local look at 2007.   We love to think  of our Forbidden Valley as peaceful and quiet, a charmed haven where graceful youth gain knowledge at the feet of erudite professors, silver haired retirees bask in their golden years. If there is any conflict between  these generations, it’s an all-in-good-fun arm wrestle smack down over which of them is having the best years of their lives . Our schools  thrive, even when beset by visions and distress signals, our housing market does not collapse very much, our elected leaders would never sling mud, confining themselves to the casting of aspersions, which they throw like girls.   And yet, we must acknowledge, from time to time, danger lurks.  Maybe not around every corner, but here and there, when the occasional  stop sign is run, or the random athlete is disrespected by someone outnumbered and smaller than himself.     

Yet, if you poll the average Forbidden Valley resident on this topic,( which has been done and if you weren’t polled, it means you’re not average)you’ll find that  they don’t care for nagging fear and upsetting news. That’s not why we live here.  We don’t pay good money not to have it!   We reject  these annoying disturbances of our collective concord! We look on the bright side!  Indeed, we are notorious for our phlegm.  Penn State’s Nuclear reactor (the oldest continuously operating reactor in the country, BTW.  Doesn’t anything  retire around here?) is leaking.  What of it?   Experts with very good educations and many advanced degrees from esteemed institutions assure us that they are pretty certain there is nothing much to worry about, and they just about have the darn thing fixed.   E Coli in the hamburger patties at  Wegmans!?  You can return it!! No questions asked!! Money back!  Swap your meat!!   String of armed robberies with masked gunman and getaway driver?  The perps are brother and sister.   Even our criminals have family values.  How wonderful is that?


 And speaking of wonders, who needs  wonders from ancient lands that didn’t have football teams! Whose people didn’t speak English?  Who probably didn’t even have ONE Walmart, let alone two and a Sam’s club?   The Centre Daily Times pointed out how special we really are –  what other places  on this earth can boast of, ALL IN ONE PLACE,   a reasonably high hill, a three day  opportunity for buying  costly items of little utility, an unusually shaped barn, a livestock fair with tents, a  small trout stream running through a limestone cavern,   fireworks on the 4th of July and quite a large stadium? HMMMM?  Beat that,   Mausoleum of Halikarnassos.

So here we are,  a community  of  latter day Adams and Eves, post fumble.   Who needs a garden, we have a whole  valley.  We don’t have the apple any more, but  from a single seed that was stuck between our teeth, and the good  help of  Extension officers from the PSU College of Agriculture, we’ve cultivated the entire tree of knowledge, and it’s growing right here in our backyard.   Could this explain why, even though we know the world is a dangerous place, we find our own existence charming? The answer to that question and many more probably don’t await, but we invite you to come along anyway with us as we journey to FORBIDDEN VALLEY SEVEN, CHARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

(Bloody Mary, South Pacific)

Happy Valley is the place we love

Happy Valley is the place we love

Happy Valley is the place we love

And that just makes us glad.

If you don’t live here,  then boo hoo for you

If you don’t live here,   then boo hoo for you

If you don’t live here then, boo hoo for you

We think you should be sad.

We are polite here, we will hold the door

We are polite here, we will hold the door

We are polite here, we will hold the door

 If you’re rude then we get mad.

Life is a game here,and we like to win

Life is a game here, and we like to win

Life is a game here, and we like to win

If you lose  that’s  just too bad.

They built Penn State here, they wear blue and white

 They built Penn State here, they wear blue and white

 They built Penn State here, they wear blue and white

But some of us wear plaid.

I read the news today oh boy

Profs smoking reefer is quite frowned upon

And though the news was rather sad

I just have to say

’68 seems like yesterday

We blew our minds out now and then

We didn’t ever think the times would change

Perhaps his judgment was impaired.

He’d not been caught before

Nobody was really sure

If this was crime or just absurd!!!!!

Beware where you turn ononononononon.   

 

 (to the tune of "Home on the Range"): Lyrics RICHARD KOPLEY
 

Oh, give me a home where I don't have to roam,

Where the prices don't soar every fall,

Where offers aren't made and the homeowners paid

To get out of town for football

 

Chorus

 

Home, home in State College,

Where the Nittany Lions all play,

Where we can't afford not to give room and board

It's a home game--we're moving away!

 

The alums always come, and they pay a great sum--

No price that they name can be wrong--

For a thousand a day they can just have their way,

And my wife and I gladly go long.

 

I'd like to remain yet untempted by gain,

"Home sweet home" a reliable must,

But instead on the road we forsake our abode

And declare that it's Snowshoe or bust!

 

The fall's profit we count, and "Big Ten"'s the amount,

Without even running our score;

Our lost home makes us nervous, so we order room           service,

And the Nittany Lion does roar.

In every  road that must be built

There are expenses to the hilt

Just charge a toll and SNAP

The bills are paid

But  drivers will bellyache 

Route 80 they won’t take

This plan you’ll  see, can solve problems A and B!

Take a handful of pyrite and  drive it out of town

And drive it out of town,

And drive it out of town

Just one handful of pyrite, we can spread it all around,

In a cost effective way.

PennDot never really guessed

How they’d be put to the test

While carving out land for 99. 

Now the pyrite pile is high

Storage space they have to buy

And the fee will be passed to you and me.

BUT NOT if you

 Take a handful of pyrite and drive it out of town

And drive it out of town,

And drive it out of town

Just one handful of pyrite, we can spread it all around,

In a cost effective way.

So at every entrance ramp

Piles of pyrite (safe from damp)

Will wait for everyone to take a piece

To drop it at a distant place

Soon there will be no trace

And hence(and hence)

No piles, no toll

We’ll reach  double goal!

Ah-h-h-h-h-h-h-h-h-h-h ah!

Take a handful of pyrite and  drive it out of town

And drive it out of town,

And drive it out of town

Just one handful of pyrite, we can spread it all around,

In a cost effective way

Just a candidate

An election lost last spring

Another voting day

No one spells my name

More typing

Than any one could bear

Write me in, before I lose again

I’ll send an SOS to the town

I’ll send an SOS to the town

I hope that they all spell my

I hope that they all spell my

I hope that they all spell my

Name right, I’m a  write in

Name right, I’m a write in

Six months passed since first I lost the vote

And I should have know this might be a hint

No vision can’t keep me from running

I could mend the school

But I need a school board stint.

I’ll send an SOS to the town

I’ll send an SOS to the town

I hope that they all spell my

I hope that they all spell my

I hope that they all spell my

Name right, I’m a  write in

Name right, I’m a write in

 Spell right when you write in.

Spell right when you write in

November evening

I now believe what they say

Not very many voters

Can send me on my way

Seems I am saved from having to save

A hundred billions meetings, 

And I’ll be warm at home.

We spike the ball 

Time after time

We’ve blocked the kill

Our timing is prime

And bad mistakes

We make very few

We’ve had our share of  bad calls from the refs

But we’ve come through

We are the champions, my friends

Our games are more exciting than the men’s

We are the champions

Stanford’s a loser

Cause we are the champions of the 

Small-corner- of- sports you can’t hardly find us on ESPN- women’s volleyball, who even saw the finals unless they stayed up until 2 or had ESPNU  WORLD

We’ll take one more bow

At a half time next year

There’s no fame and no fortune

And not much goes with it

But we thank you all

 Our coach is Russ Rose

He hardly makes news

We considered it a challenge

To every western state

And we knew that they’d lose

We are the champions, my friends

Our games are more exciting than the men’s

We are the champions

Stanford’s a loser

Cause we are the champions of the 

Small-corner- of- sports you can’t hardly find us on ESPN- women’s volleyball, who even saw the finals unless they stayed up until 2 or had ESPNU  WORLD

TO THE TUNE OF WE DIDN’T START THE FIRE  

Jane Monheit, Half Nelson Sean Lennon, Doyle Lawson

Alicia Nugent, Ken Kaplan, Dr. Zhivago

Enchantment Theatre, Leon RedboneLeo Kotke, Peter Rowan

Cherished Ladies, Drive By Truckers, Indiana Jones

Clockwork Orange, Oliver Fight Club, Away From Her

Penn Dance, Moliere Acting Company Plays Jane Eyre

Dead String Brothers, Dr. John  Koji- that’s the roof he’s on.

Richard Wylie, Southside Johnny, Catie Curtis,  Nice song! 

We’re only getting started

There’s so much to see here

You’ve just got to be here

We’re only getting started 

It’s a celebration

It’s an inspiration 

Willa Wonka, Interview Centre Dance , Raging Bull

James McMurtry, Arthur Goldstein, National Velvet

Nugent ,Dement Eraserhead, Das Boot

Miss Black Penn State , Bettye La Vette

Babel,  Gables Green Beetle Juice is on the screen

Ruthie Foster, Breaking Away Mafioso, BeauSoleil

War Tapes,  Day Night Day Old Blind Dogs, Bill Mays

Avantango Hitch’s Psycho  Kids See Films for Free days!

We’re only getting started

There’s so much to see here

You’ve just got to be here

We’re only getting started 

It’s a celebration

It’s an inspiration 

Happy Valley, Pat Green Charlie Hunter, Don McLean

Adult Circus, House of Care  Next Stage Plays Are Upstairs

Mavis Staples, Spinto Ban Baroque Juniors  Big Hand!

monty Python Holy GraiL  Clifford Wags his big red tail 

Peter Moses, Sam Bush Taxi Driver, Canvas

Andrew Bird, Maura O Alejandro Escovedo

Tom Chapin, Peter Moses Haven’t yet booked  GunsNRoses

Richard Wylie, Glory  Never Ending Story!

We’re only getting started

There’s so much to see here

You’ve just got to be here

We’re only getting started 

It’s a celebration

It’s an inspiration 

We are only one

 We have just begun, begun begun…..

When the reactor was new

It was so wonderful

A miracle, it was beautiful

And all the smart faculty,  well they’d be

Researching so happily,

Joyfully, thoroughly,  for their PhDs  

But then one fine summer day, the news was nonsensical

Illogical, implausible, improbable

And they told us that now Breazales

Was undependable,

unreliable, fallible, not perfectable.

There are times when science can be bleak

Reactors start to leak

And they don’t have clue

Won’t you please, please tell us it’s ok?

We know you’ll find a way

Before our trout glow blue.

Six months  later they say  the  leak is quite correctable, amendable, reversible

But what took them so long? Could it be that they’re bureaucratical, enigmatical,   equivocal, political. 

There are times when science can be bleak

Reactors start to leak

And they don’t have clue

Won’t you please, please tell us it’s ok?

We know you’ll find a way

Before our trout glow blue.

The problem is all about a less than stellar  team.

The answer is simple- no need to jump and scream 

We’re gonna help them in their drive to reign supreme

There must be 50 ways to win a title. 

Monday morning is no time to quarterback, 

But 8-4, well,  we think a spark they seem to lack

And you should listen,  although we really don’t know jack, 

There must be fifty ways to win a title.

CHORUS

 Intercept what they fling, King

Tackle your man, Dan

Need to hit’m with glee, Lee

Execute and you’ll see.

Stay off your belly, M’Relli

Be accurate, Kevin Kelly

Don’t turnover the ball, y’all

Execute and you’ll see  

REPEAT CHORUS

You know it grieves us so to 

Lose to Ohio State

And beating UofM, how longer must we wait?

You know we’d appreciate if you’d truly

Comtemplate

About the fifty ways.

So at the Alamo, please mull our good advice,

It’s no shame and yet, the Rose Bowl would be nice.

You ought to win them all, if we must be precise..

There must be fifty ways to win a title. 

Fifty ways to win a title.

 List of Pictures

1. The Google Earth – viewing College Heights Diverter from Space

2. JoePa’s head on The Christ Redeemer Statue 

3. The Taj Mahal, with washboard Graham in Front (Schreyer House)

4. Centre Furnace as Chichen Itza

5. Pyrite hills as  Macchu Picchu

6. Boalsburg Cow as Sphinx

7. TALKING STOPLIGHTS as themselves (And I will try to get a recording of their sound)

8. Memorial Field as the Coliseum

