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BRIDES AND GROOMS ARE JUMPING ON THE BREWERY WEDDING BANDWAGON
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OPPOSITE PAGE:

CLASSIC DECOR, ELEGANT STAINED
GLASS WINDOWS AND A CHARMING
COURTYARD SET A STRIKING STAGE FOR
DEBBIE BOELDT AND BENJAMIN FELL'S
WEDDING AT THE BEST PLACE AT THE
HISTORIC PABST BREWERY.

L
FROM ACROSS THE NAHON TO R;GHT HERE AT HOME, breweries are trending, big time.

Gone are the days when visions of breweries included mass-production lines slinging watery lager into six

packs. These days, microbreweries have created a revolution in the beer world, and these venues are opening

their doors to private events and wedding receptions. And no one knows breweries better than Wisconsinires.

Anyone who’s lived in Wisconsin for even a short
while knows that brewers are an integral part of
the cultural fabric, say Haley Mueller and Emilee
Robenhorst, owners of Mint & Lovely, a boutique
event design studio in Milwaukee. With more
and more couples looking for unique wedding
venues and personalized touches, Mueller and
Robenhorst relish thinking outside the box. “We
love coming up with unique ideas that give a nod
to Milwaukee’s brewing history, but in an elegant
and sophisticated way.”

Indeed, breweries can be perfect venues to host
part or all of your wedding day. Many are located
in hiscoric buildings with exposed brick and
wood, which give that sought-after industrial yet
modern feel.

“We are definitely seeing breweries becoming
more popular as a venue for wedding festivities,”
note Sarah Sarbacker and Andrea VandeBerg,
co-owners of Cherry Blossom Events in Verona.
“With the rising trend of microbreweries across
the state of Wisconsin, people are wanting to

encompass that style and vibe into their wedding.”

L
ICONIC ATMOSPHERE

When it comes to choosing a wedding venue,
breweries often are top of the list for many of
today’s couples.

Breweries are a perfect fit for couples secking a
place that is fun and different, says Allison Kline,
owner of Green Bay cvent planning company
sash&bow. “Also, brewerics are often rustic
looking, which is a huge trend right now, so you
automatically have some décor built in.”

And due to the historical nature of many breweries,
the venues themselves can have fascinating stories.

Case in point: Best Place at the Historic Pabst

Brewery, the first of the great Milwaukee breweries,
dating back to the mid-19th century. The brewery
closed its doors in 1996; fast-forward to 2001 when
Jim Haertel purchased the brewery, making it his
mission to bring this landmark back to life. Now
Best Place has become a staple in the Milwaukee
wedding market. “Our place is so ornate and so
historic, it is an amazing backdrop to an already
special day,” says Haertel.

Newlyweds Debbie Boeldt and Benjamin Fell
said “I do” at Best Place in July 2015. Boeldt is
originally from Wisconsin, but the pair met in Fell’s
native Colorado and now live in California. With
so many friends and relatives traveling from across
the country, they decided to meet in the middle,
choosing Wisconsin as their wedding destination.

“We chose Best Place because we wanted a
unique venue,” says Boeldt, noting that she and
her fiancé fell in love with the brewery’s historic
derails, including wooden tables from the 1800s
and stunning stained glass windows. “We had our
ceremony in the courtyard and reception indoors,
both right at the brewery, and couldn’t have been

happier.”

-
CHEERS FOR BEERS

When choosing the venue for your special day,
you'll find that every brewery has its own unique
personality. Whether it’s centuries old or the
hottest new microbrewery in town, each place has
something distinct to offer.

At Delafield Brewhouse, outdoor weddings are
the norm during the summer months, and couples
tie the knot next to live hops growing in the beer
garden. “It offers a unique backdrop for weddings,”
says banquet manager Tricia Knutson.

Even breweries that don’t normally host weddings

“‘Gharmant’

The Charmant Hotel is
the perfect setting for
your wedding.
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Let us help you make your day
deliciously memorable.

TheCharmantHotel.com
101 STATE STREET | LA CROSSE, WI 54601
Sales@thecharmanthotel.com
1.866.697.7300
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ANNA SCHMITT AND ROB
ARTS LET LOVE BREW,
HOSTING THEIR WEDDING
RECEPTION AT GREEN
BAY’S RENOWNED
TITLETOWN BREWING CO.

can still play a part in your wedding festivities. Any
number of events preceding the wedding (think
showers and bachelorette and bachelor parties) can

host your party or play a part in a brewery crawl.

Tl
TOUR DE BREW

A great way to break up your wedding day (and
keep guests entertained while you and the bridal
party are whisked away for photos) is to offer a
brewery tour between the ceremony and reception.

“At Best Place, we offer our Beer History Tour,
taking people all the way back to 1844 when the

brewery was originally established,” says Haertel.
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When Katherine Vowell married Adam Robinson
in April 2015, they took their entire wedding
party to Lakefront Brewery for a tour between
their ceremony at Gesu church and reception at
the Milwaukee War Memorial. “We knew that our
wedding would be a long day,” says Vowell. “The
ceremony was early in the day, and our reception
wasn't until the evening, so we were looking for
ways to fill the break in between.

“Almost all of our wedding party was from out of
town, and we wanted to share unique Milwaukee
experiences with our close family and friends,” she
continues. “This way, it wasn't like they were just
flying into town for a wedding, they were coming

to Milwaukee for a vacation and an experience.” %




DID YOU KNOW?

The ward “bridal” is derived from an 0ld English word meaning
wedding feast. The original word was brydealo, o combination of
bryd (bride), and ealo (ale), the celebratory drink.

Bride + ale = bridal: Proof that beer is o perfect accompaniment fo
any wedding celebration.

EAT, DRINK AND BE MARRIED

THE BREWERY THEME CAN EXPAND WELL BEYOND YOUR VENUE AND
BEVERAGE SELECTION. WE ASKED OUR PROS TO WEIGH IN ON SOME
OF THE INGENIOUS IDEAS THEY'VE SEEN.

“We had a couple home-brew and bottle their own beer to give

away as party favors. The labels said ‘Ale You Need Is Love.”

Super-creative!”

—Kimberly Dorfner, event coordinator af Best Place o the Historic
Pabst Brewery

“Red Elephant Chocolate can make o custom mold of whatever
design you dream up— couples can easily create their own brewery-
inspired image and have it molded into delicious chocolate favors.”
— Holey Mueller and Emilee Robenhorst, owners of Mint & Lovely

“ pint glass or some other item from the brewery itself is always o

great favor and personal fouch. Or maybe your late-night food has

been beerbaitered in some way with the local ale.”

— Andrea VandeBerg and Sarah Sarbacker, owners of Cherry
Blossom Events

“One of our weddings had an Oktoberfest theme. We did German
food, and the bride and groom dressed up in German garb; then they
took their honeymoon in Germany at Oktoberfest.”

— Kate Beauchamp, event coordinator at Tifletown Brewing Co.

('MON GET HOPPY
TOP TAPS FOR TYING THE KNOT

BEST PLACE AT THE HISTORIC PABST BREWERY
Milwoukes | 414.630.1609 | bestplacemilwaukee.com
{apacity: 250

CAPITAL BREWERY
Middleton | 608.836.7100 | capitalbrewery.com
Capacity: Up to 400 (covered) in beer garden

DELAFIELD BREWHAUS
Delofield | 262.646.7821 | delafield-brewhaus.com
Capacity: 210

LAKEFRONT BREWERY
Milwaukee | 414.372.8800 | lakefronthrewery.com
Capacity: 200

TITLETOWN BREWERY (0.
Green Bay | 920.437.2337 | titletownbrewing.com
Capacity: 200

WISCONSIN BREWING CO.
Verona | 608.848.1079 | wisconsinbrewingcompany.com
Capacity: 200; up to 1,500 in beer gorden
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Rotafy Botanical Gardens is the single

most unique and lovely setting for your

- magical wedding day.

With six charming and versatile wedding Garden spaces, a
beautiful slate tiled atrium, elegant ballroom and sun-dappled

terrace, our skilled team of event experts will help you to

design the wedding of your dreams.
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