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Prom

Continwed from page 1

a dialogne with an actor in
character isn’t uncommon. The
best scenes seems to come from audi-
ence members who know the culi classie
films from which the actor’s character is
drawn. Although it is difficult sometimes to
follow scenes taking place on the dance
floor over the music and noise of the crowd.
So it’s good to participate if you want to get
the full interactive experience.

In fact, it’s difficult not to become part of
a scene as the actors stay in character all
night. And there are scenes going on every-
where: on the dance floor, in the bathroom
and outside the hall on the steps among the
smokers.

At first, it’s intimidating to be part of a
scene. The actors are quick with a come-
back and have plenty of slick "80s slang 1o
wwat hacle at vl Rut beine part of a scene

is fun.

The show ends
at 10 p.m., but the audience is
encouraged to stay and dance for an-
other hour to their favorite '80s hits. Some of
the actors even come out to join the post-par-
ty. For those of you interested in mingling
with the cast, head over to Maggie Moore’s
pub on Eutaw Street, across from the the-
ater, for local celebrity sightings.

For a good time at the prom, without
the braces, bad haircuts and broken hearts,
see “The Awesome '80s Prom.” This light-
hearted show will have you dancing the
night away while reliving high school mem-
ories.
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Principal Snalgrove, pla
Neal Marshall, wamns prom gm:&aw

from left Amanda Smith, Julie
Kotarides and Daniella Knaack ta ke a
minute to stare down any Ee_j
attendees who may be getting toa
close to their dates.

“The Awesome 80s Prom” is playing at
the Hippodrome’s M & T Bank Pavilion
through Dec.17. For more information on the

Ken Davenport’s “The Awesome 80s Prom,
visit http:/www.awesome8(sprom.com.

Atthe end of prom, the whole cast
comes together to go outin Dirty

Dancing style. Dickie Harrington,
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ave you ever picked up a pair of your old LA Gear
high-tops and thought, Dude, I'd love to wear these
rad shoes again? Well, here’s your chance. Head to
the Hippodrome’s M & T Bank Pavilion in Balti-
more to se¢ “The Awesome '80s Prom” for a night of
pure '80s nostalgia.

While interactive theater — made popular more recently by
the production of “Tony 'N Tina's Wedding” — is not an easy un-
dertaking, the cast of Prom seems to handle it with ease. Though
the play is light on substance, there is plenty of talentin the cast.

Steve Love, the drama queen is hysterical
with his gender-bending antics, and Bryan
Richard Deehring, the D.J., is a witty foil. For
any audience member who's worried about
stumbling through a dialogue with a cast
member, don’t worry, by the end of the show
vou'll feel like a professional, if not in dia-
logue, at least in 1980s trivia.

The play kicks off by introducing the mot-
ley cast of characters who've been nominated
for the 1989 Wannaget High School prom
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king and gueen: The captain of the foothall team, head cheer-
leader, drama queen, class president, social chair, male nerd, fe-
male nerd, and Swedish and Japanese exchange students. From
there, the main scenes in the play revolve around the characters’
antics to win votes from the audience.

Of course, there are several smaller scenes introducing con-
flict between characters: the head cheerleader and captain of the
football team’s rocky relationship; the tension between the prom
committee social chair and the male drama queen, Dickie; and
Principle Snelgrove constantly losing his battle to break the
rebel, Fender, of his bad behavior.

Yet, the most riveting part of the play is the interaction be-
tween audience members who are willing to buy into the idea that
it is 1989 and they are still in high school. And
there are a lot of people who are willing to
suspend time and their disbelief. In fact, much
of the audience is dressed for'the occasion:
Women have teased their hair and zre wearing
mini skirts, and men are sporting mullets and
Jjackets with the sleeves pushed up.

This makes it difficult to tell the audience
from the actors, at first. And so sturmbling into

SEE PROM PAGE 12





