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Commission said applications are
being accepted through March 1 for the
William Donald Schaefer Scholarship
Program. Named in honor of Mary-
land’s comptroller, the award program
provides funding to full-time students
who are preparing for careers in public
service. There is $150,000 available in
this year’s proposed appropriation and
approximately 10 new awards are ex-
pected to be made. For information, go
to www.mhec.state.md.us.

Fun in the sun

A renewed emphasis on spending
quality time with family is expected to
have more families traveling together
to enjoy sun, surf and quality time in
places such as Orlando, Italy, Las Ve-
gas, Mexico and the Caribbean, ac-
cording to a survey conducted by Lib-
erty Travel. The top U.S. destina-
tions for 2006 based on bookings to
date include Orlando (85 percent) and
Las Vegas (75 percent). Internation-
ally, Italy (75 percent); Riviera Maya,
Mexico (69 percent); and the Do-
minican Republic (65 percent) lead
the list.

Applications wanted

Sponsors of the Sixth Annual Mary-
land Incubator Company of the
Year Awards said award applications
are being accepted through Feb. 15.
The awards, chosen by a group of
venture capitalists and regional in-
dustry leaders, recognize the achieve-
ments of current and graduate com-
panies within Maryland's incubators.
For nomination forms and instruc-
tions for submission, go to www.md-
incubatoraward.com,

From staff and wire reports
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first to achieve international fame. As Tanner refused (o
allow Jim Crow restrictions to limit his art, he spent
most of his career as an expatriate in France, His work
was greatly influenced by Gaugin, Pleasso and
other great French painters,

The exhibit is a small sampling of the wide
range of styles and subject mutters Tanne
experimented with overseas. There are bl
pastoral scenes of the French countryside
reminiscent of Plasaro's and Ribot's use of
lighting to create strong contrasts and re
| flecting on the subject's state of mind
His art also focused on many differ

BY MORIA BYRNE
Special to The Daily Record

o you think that you've seen the work of
D every great painter? Well, if you haven't

seen a Henry Ossawa Tanner exhibit,
you haven’t seen them all.

See Tanner’s work on display at the Balti-
more Museum of Art through May 28th. The
exhibit, “Henry Ossawa Tanner and the Lure of
Paris,” features more than 40 paintings, prints
and drawings from the BMA's permanent 19th-
century French collection.

Tanner is one of the most celebrated
African-American painters of the 20th century, and the
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Tanner

Continued from page 1

ent subject matters: portraits, still life,
war and biblical scenes, cityscapes and
landscapes. His most famous portraits of
black life weren't included in this exhibit.
These paintings will hopefully be part of
the second collection. This series of paint-
ings focuses on the painter’s influence on
America.

Creating light

Tanner makes layers of thick uneven
strokes look weightless. The effect grounds
viewers in realism and yet carries them
away to some mystical place at the same
time.

One of my favorite pieces is the paint-
ing called “The Disciples See Christ Walk-
ing on Water.” Patches of white smoothed
over the bright green and blue paint al-
most create an effervescent glow. Tanner’s
use of light perfectly captures a stormy
ocean soothed. This painting is a truly
amazing achievement.

Tanner’s “Christ Learns to Read” is one
of the few on display that isn’t a nocturnal
scene in blue and green. The predominance
of various shades of white symbolizes
Christ’s illumination by knowledge. Tanner
manages to make the scene between Mary
and Christ intimate despite the bright colors.
The walls of the room are curved and shad-
ed in dull whites, making the ceiling seem
low and the room small.

The most captivating element of this
painting is the exaggerated use of thick pink
and green lines to define the contours of the
mother and child’s faces and clothes.

His choice is bold compared to the mut-
ed and monochromatic use of color in most
of his paintings. Tanner usually uses light to
create a sense of mysticism. That was clear-
Iy not the goal of this painting. Tanner want-
ed to illustrate both the symbolic signifi-
cance of the event while illustrating that
there is a very human and common ele-
ment to this moment. Tanner is known for
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his pursuit of fluidity and move-
ment. I believe this is his greatest
achievement in this collection.

Despite the exhibit’s success in
demonstrating the influence of
French artists on Tanner’s work, I
would have preferred a compre-
hensive exhibit of all his work. I
thought that the BMA's decision to
split Tanner's exhibit into two parts
was a strange choice and disap-
pointing. Therefore I hope visitors
to this exhibit plan to see the sec-
ond exhibit of Tanner’s work show-
ing at the BMA in the spring.



