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There’s no business like show business—whether you’re in Hollywood or Washington, D. C.

Just last week, all Americans could breathe a sigh of relief. God is officially being found. Sen. Hillary Clinton (D-N.Y.), Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.) and former Sen. John Edwards gave what amounts to Pentecostal witness from a podium provided by Sojourners. The Washington Post describes the organization as a liberal evangelical group based in Washington. “We are all sinners,” John Edwards intoned.

On the heels of the Democrats’ public witness, another miracle followed. Paris Hilton has also found redemption. Like many others, the heiress found the faith in jail. Hilton says God has given her a “new chance.”

Welcome to the longest running show not on Broadway.

If an enterprising filmmaker wanted to do an instructional movie of the week, he could start with one Louisiana politician who may soon issue private appeals to the Almighty. Finally, at long last and after a nonexistent drum roll, Rep. William J. Jefferson (D-La.), faces actual corruption charges. Jefferson happened to have $90,000 in cash in his freezer, described as being wrapped in foil packets of $10,000 each, stuffed inside frozen-food containers. The Post reported Jefferson was originally videotaped accepting $100,000 in $100 bills from a Northern Virginia investor who was wearing an FBI wire, according to a search warrant affidavit. 

A walk down Memory Lane can do the spirit good. Remember Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) as she addressed America after the November, 2007, elections?   

On the U.S. House of Representatives site on the Web, Pelosi wrote, “Under Democratic leadership, this Congress is changing the way we do business in Washington—restoring accountability and working together to get the job done. We are delivering on our promise of a New Direction for America.” 

A key committee member under the new Dems promising us the equivalent of a tent revival rebirth was William J. Jefferson, described officially as “an active and senior member of the powerful Ways and Means Committee and its subcommittee on Trade.” And he is a whiz at trade! The Post further reported, “Since January, Brett M. Pfeffer, a former Jefferson aide…and Vernon L. Jackson, the owner of iGate, Inc., have pleaded guilty to bribing the eight-term congressman to promote iGate’s broadband technology—including Internet and cable television—in Africa.”

Let it not be forgotten how the current times can bring the good old days forward in our mind.

I recall the year 1992. Well, to be completely honest, I recall it with some help from The Boston Globe archives. In that year, there was a scandal created by astronomical check overdrafts on the House bank. To be completely fair, both political parties were represented in the overdraftees listed.

But there are a number of politicos from that distinguished 1992 group, who are allegedly renewing ethical standards today. The Globe listed the “alleged abusers” and included the number of checks. Among the “alleged abusers” were: Nancy Pelosi (28), William J. Jefferson (8), Jose E. Serrano (7), John M. Spratt (46) and John P. Murtha (10). It reassures me to know that each of these individuals is serving my government in lofty capacities—among them Speaker of the House, chairman of the House Budget Committee and member of the House Appropriations Committee. I am hopeful each of them has received remedial instruction in mathematics, namely, in basics like adding and subtracting. 

On Memorial Day, we had a gathering here at the house, and as is often the case, we ended up talking politics. Our loved ones are a tribe divided. But it pained me when a dear one admitted the new U.S. Congress isn’t exactly what he expected. I was too mannerly to remind him I tried to prepare him for that last November, when the Republicans were on the hot seat for their own alleged shenanigans. Like so many others, our dear one embraced the new Dems with a zeal normally found in someone just baptized in a genuine river. 

I did remind my friend however, that the Republicans found God first. I believe this has had a definite positive impact on the top three Democratic hopefuls for our next president. Missionary work and all that. Pretty soon, there’ll be a Bible, Koran or Torah in every voting booth.

Consider what the Post reported after the Sojourners forum. “Clinton described herself as a ‘praying person,’ and credited her ability to get through difficult times to her ‘extended faith family’ and what she described as ‘prayer warriors’.” It’s a wonder the moderator, Soledad O’Brien of CNN, didn’t yell, “Hallelujah!” 

Had I been at the forum, I’d have nudged the senator and whispered, “Send Rep. Jefferson some of those prayer warriors. Maybe they can help him remember where the missing $10,000 is.”

Fortuitously, admission to the Washington, D. C., performances is always free. You have purchased a lifelong ticket with your taxes and your votes.

Shall we now launch into a rousing rendition of “Shall We Gather at the Potomac?”
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