FASHION SPOTLIGHT

Spiritual influences turn up in jewelry
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Theresa and Tommy Turchin run Turchin Light & Love Jewelry Boutique. Their pooch, Ringo, is part of the management team.

» More Photos 

HOT PICKS 

What: Turchin Love & Light Jewelry 

Where: Atlas Plaza, 130 NE 40th St., Miami, 305-573-7117. www.loveandlightjewelry.com 

What: Antique beaded Indian silver key chain, $1,800 

Why: It's double duty and can go from a Lenny Kravitz-style key chain to heavy metal choker in seconds. 

What we love: Tibetan Prayer Box Necklace, $15,000 

Why we love it: Who needs a wishing fountain when you can wear your wishes around your neck? 

What: Dark chocolate alligator skin wallet, $750 

Why: An Everglades reptile will guard your dough. 

What does a $15,000 prayer box look like?

It's a medallion with a Buddha hand carved in turquoise, with rubies, emeralds and 4-karat diamonds. It also contains blessed Tibetan prayer beads, and hangs off the neck like a rosary.

At Turchin Light & Love Jewelry Boutique, jewelry design is partly a spiritual endeavor. Owners Tommy Turchin and wife Theresa regularly have a local Tibetan priest bless the goods.

''I was doing some quiet soul searching out in Santa Fe, Arizona and Colorado,'' said Tommy Turchin, 53. ``I started making pieces in leather, feathers and beads not because I knew what I was doing, but because I felt led.''

The shop opened a couple of weeks ago in a breezy plaza in the Miami Design District. Tommy designs, casts and molds key chains, bracelets, necklaces, rings and cuff links, with some pieces requiring five days to finish. Certain items lead double lives, like bracelets and key chains working as chokers.

Theresa creates simpler designs. Among them are 22-karat gold wrap bracelets and stack rings studded with rubies and white diamonds. Prices start at $80 for a silver and Tibetan bead band.

The Turchins work with traders who import beads from Tibet, and diamonds, silver and gold from Indonesia, Nepal, India and Africa. The colored stones carry symbolism, the couple said. Green represents consciousness, and blue, depth of love.

The designers used to sell exclusively wholesale, and the line is still available at Lulu Couture in Bal Harbour, and H. Lorenzo Men in West Hollywood, Calif. On the Turchins' website, celebrities Beyoncé and Christina Milian can be seen sporting the necklaces.

Tommy, a native of Miami, has been designing jewelry for 16 years. He owned Global Tribe boutique on Washington Avenue in South Beach in the early '90s. Theresa hails from Simsbury, Conn., and used to own a clothing line. But while the couple, together for 13 years, were selling the clothes in Los Angeles, clients were more interested in the Turchins' jewelry.

Now that their dream for a retail space has manifested, what else are they praying for?

''We're adopting a little girl from China,'' Theresa said. ``Global awareness can start with learning about a precious stone and lead to learning about a precious life.''

  

