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Dressing Up a Mall ==

Rogier van der Heide drapes a concrete box in dynamic light.

In an effort to dress their building as well as they
da the customers, the awners of the Galleria West
fash
[hutch firm UN Studio,
1%70% conorele structure inlo something reflective
of the store’s present identity and location

Inside UN Swudio emphasized the co
tent, installing a catwalk to connect a collection of
high-emd boutiques that includes Christian Dior
and Louis Vuitton. When it came to the facade—
which had 1o stand e in visually competitive Seoul
—UN Swdio tenmed with fellow Duteh designer

Rogier van der Heide, of Arup Lighting. His solu-

tion—4,340 glass I']If-ks mounted to & Sll‘l‘l I'mme
buildi

omd. The mutable lighting scheme makes the

building a perfect metaphor for tashion. 1 wanted

the Galleria from a blind box into a gq;.unn: media
screen, Shimmering by day and radiant at night,
the glass is frosted on both sides 1o diminish sun
glare and diffuse light produced by LED fixtures
behind each disk, capable of generating 16 mllllnn
colors. Because each light fixture is i

1o make it fashionable, fluid, and short-lasti
an ocean of colors that vaporize,” Van der Hei
explains. “It's o new kind of architecture, a mall
that's constantly presenting itsell differently”
Since its September unveiling, the Galleria has
become a destination for residents and tourists. 1

controlled by comput logdhel the disks et like
pixels on a huge scree playing text, scenes,
and eolor sehemes that Yan der Heide can change
remotely vin the Internes, up 1o 20 times per sec-

love the i af peaple with the building,
There is always someone Laki ture of watch-
ing the lights change.” Yan der Heide says. “The
design is absout getting Galleria involved in Seoul's
soclety again, and vice versa.” —imy Wostervelt
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