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by Erin English
Henry Lawless, a bundle of two-year-old energy sporting 

a mess of blond curls, a pint-sized straw cowboy hat and 
an impish grin, toddled impatiently around the Off-Road 

waiting for mom, paralympic athlete Monica Bascio, to come 

commandeering one of the race radios—babbling into it 
nothing in particular—and excitedly declaring to bystanders, 
“Mommy’s racin’, Mommy’s racin’!” 

Crested Butte, tumbling into her lap soon after she crossed the 

and placed fourth, with a time of 1 hour, 9 minutes, ahead 

in the eyes of her adoring Henry, but to anyone who knows 

and requires a tremendous amount of upper body strength 

in the hill climb and cross country races on arm-powered One-

Above: Competitor Brian Mitchell tackles the hill climb race on Mt. Crested Butte.



the hill climb competition with a record time of 49 minutes and 

four-wheel off-road handcycle, which featured an articulating 

Milliken, Colorado, were quietly and methodically working 

they are also preparing for a meeting of the minds that occurs 

something that can open up all kinds of new territory to others 

on the hill climb, she struggled with her handcycle throughout 
the cross country race, sliding in the seat and fighting to 

as “Mommy’s trainer” for months leading up to the race, but 
alas—there’s only so much true coaching a two year-old can 
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Above left: Competitor Matt Updike. Above right: Daewon Mickelson navigates through rocky terrain on the Lower Avery trail on Mt. Crested Butte. 


