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By Michelle Solomon

have met celebrities up
I close. I've interviewed

Brad Pitt in London and
Julia Roberts in New York, just
to name two. But nothing com-
pared to chatting with director
Deepa Mehta a few weeks ago
while the two of us had a drink
at Birmingham’s City Cellar.

I’ve followed the filmmaking
career of Mehta for more than a
decade. The Toronto-based di-
rector, who was born in India,
defies convention.

I went to a preview screening of her latest film, “Water,” at the Uptown
Palladium, where Mehta answered audience questions. She was gra-
cious and took time with each audience member’s query until there
were no more. On her way out of the theater, college students asked for
her autograph on movie posters.

She was tired, but wanted to take a break from the whirlwind press tour
that wasn’t about to stop. After Detroit, she was off to Houston. Sitting
across from me at the table was the courageous woman whose quote I
have scrawled on a Post-It: “Honesty for me works.”

During our talk she brushed off the notion that she was a pioneer, while
I pushed the envelope.

“You’ve been classified as a feminist filmmaker,” I said.

She doesn’t believe in labeling her movies; that would “compromise
her work enormously. It becomes a different film,” she said.

And what about the issue of gender? Her movies “Fire” (Mehta’s 1996
film about two sisters-in-law who fall in love) and “Water,” center on
the female condition and traditions they are bound by. Again, it wasn’t
right to pigeonhole the two.

“I’m not saying it doesn’t work to concentrate on gender; it just doesn’t
work for me,” she said.

Her most recent film, “Water,” does have women at its center, but Meh-
ta said it’s not just a film about women.

“It’s a film about tolerance. It’s a story about what happens in society
in general.”

“Water” begins its journey with 8-year-old Chuyia (played by new-

comer Sarala), who is already widowed from an arranged marriage to
an older man in an effort to secure the financial stability of her family.
When the man dies, the family sends the widow to an ashram, an insti-
tution, where she will live her life in perpetual mourning.

“Because of convoluted religious beliefs, they were relegated to a life
of deprivation and indignity,”” said Mehta.

Mehta’s deep study of the women’s lives in the ashram met with op-
position, however, even before it made it to the screen.

“Accusations of ‘Water’ being anti-Hindu were cited as the cause of
the film sets being thrown in the river, my effigy being burned, and
protesters marching in the streets of Varanasi, denouncing the film and
its portrayal of Hindu widows,” said Mehta.

Mehta shut down the production in 2000, mostly to protect her cast
and crew, she said.

“I was angry and I could not make this film being angry,” she said.

Five years after the attacks, she started again. This time, the produc-
tion would take up residence in Sri Lanka. Created in secrecy, “Wa-
ter” was shot over 45 days under an assumed name, “Full Moon.”

With its beautiful photography and in-depth character studies, it is
apparent that Mehta approached “Water” with a gentle hand. For au-
diences and the widows of the ashram, “Water” has been released
after a long journey.

“Water” is playing at the Landmark Main Art Theater in Royal Oak.

Michelle Solomon is a Detroit-based
entertainment columnist who appears on

local television and radio. =
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BE ONE OF
THE FIRST
50 PEOPLE

fo email us at
THAmoviesehotmail.com
for your chance
fo win advanced
screening passes fo

L AKE HOUSE

Be sure to put
“Women's Lifestyle Defroit/
THE LAKE HOUSE
Movie Passes”
in the subject line.

How do you hold on to someone you've never met?
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RATED PG FOR SOME LANGUAGE AND DISTURBING IMAGES

Passes are limited and will be given away by random drawing of all entries received by 5pm on Friday, June 9th. Winners
will be notified by e-mail. Tickets are not redeemable for cash. Employees of Warner Bros. Studios, Women's Lifestyle
Detroit and their agencies are ineligible. Multiple entries from the same address will be disqualified. NO CALLS, PLEASE!
Screening passes received through this contest do not guarantee you a seat at the theatre. Seating is on a first come first served basis - except
for members of the reviewing press. Theatre is overbooked to ensure a fullhouse. No admittance once screening has begun. All federal, state and local
regulations apply. A recipient of tickets assumes any and all risks related to use of ticket and accepts any restrictions required by ticket provider.
Warner Bros. Studios, Women's Lifestyle Detroit and their affiliates accept no responsibility or liability in connection with any loss or accident incurred
in connection with use of a prize. We are not responsible if, for any reason, winner is unable to use his/her ticket in whole or in part. Not responsible
for lost, delayed or misdirected entries. All federal and local taxes are the responsibility of the winner.Void where prohibited by law.

FRIDAY, JUNE 16TH!

CLASSIC MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS

FINANCIAL PRESCRIPTION H#3

“The KEYS to success opens the

DOOR to your own home!”’

-Kelly Farrell, MSM,
The Money Doctor

Low Down Payment
No Down Payment
Low Rates

No Income Verification

Bruised Credit Financing

100% Financing,
(248) 298-2600

22720 Woodward Ave m Suite 210 m Ferndale, Ml 48220

No PMI, No Escrows
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Come Home to the Movies™

The Rialto
Sale Price

0 % Financing

6 Months Same
As Cash

- $5,680**

Installed with rebate*
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~ The Palace
Sale Price

$9,500**

Installed

polkaudio

the speaker specialists®

* Popcorn
Machines ;
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The Grant

Perfect for watching
the big game

MICRO FIBER
! Reg $799

; Sale $699

$100 Extra

Sale $799

The Hepburn

| MICRO FIBER
Reg $799

"\ sale $699

LEATHER
$100 Extra

Sale $§799
Furnishings Store

Home Cinema

4185 Baldwin Road ¢ Auburn Hills, Ml Across From Great Lakes Crossing Mall

* Poster Frames

e Wall Sconces

*Dry wall ceilings extra. **Does not include furniture

248-456-1800

Design Center Hours * Mon-Fri 11lam-8pm ¢ Sat 10am-5pm ¢ Sun 12pm-5pm

www.TheaterXtreme.com
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