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Improving Her Community and Her Profession 
Tuesday, Nov. 06, 2012 - by Rich Monetti 
Like any segment of society, the legal profession certainly has its shortcomings. Given the general tone of our daily discourse, it's not hard to figure out what is of the greatest professional concern to Denise Davis of the law firm Yoder, Ainlay, Ulmer & Buckingham, LLP (YAUB), based in Northern Indiana. "The thing that's most troubling to me,” Davis said, “is the lack of civility in the legal profession. Instead, she lets YAUB’s history and mission speak for itself. 

Fifty years ago, the founding partners established a vision, going in search of the best and brightest lawyers who were also ready to engage as volunteers to make their community a better place. Still persisting in this vision, how far behind can the integrity be? “I was lucky as a young attorney to stumble onto this place," Davis says.

Her first legal environment in New York City was most likely less inclined toward such benevolence, but regardless, her personal legal focus has not changed since attending Notre Dame. "I always wanted to do transactional work – not the typical going-to-court kind of proceedings," Davis says. 

This has positioned Davis to serve her clients well, using a wide range of legal knowledge and experience that can cut across the disciplines of corporate, employment and real estate law. “I always thought the transactional work allowed you to be an advisor and take a business from cradle to grave,” she says. 

Of course, as the economy melted down, there was more of the latter, even among YAUB’s clients. Davis explained how, because of economic hard times, many businesses stalled or stopped altogether, while real estate and new construction dried up, and the effect this had on Elkhart County in Northern Indiana.

Fortunately, there was also an upside, which helped keep the firm in healthy form. With a number of clients having ample reserves or pitching products immune to economic problems, Davis says that YAUB was able to position itself well, with those clients even acquiring businesses that went up for sale.

Having Elkhart County as a client – since it can't go out of business – was also a plus. Like many firms, YAUB went with the flow, allowing companies to pay on a type of legal lay-away plan. "Hopefully, it looks like we're turning the corner on those issues, because we've seen in the last 12 months a significant upturn in business," Davis says.

Either way, she remains unchanged in pursuit of her chosen profession, emphasizing, "My personal goals are to increase my education on specific topics, and do the things I've done for 25 years – but do them better."

If her actions up to this point are any indicator, her words tell us all that we need to hear about integrity and civility.

For more information, please visit: www.yaub.com
