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You're down in the west village and just gone retro with a matinee showing of Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon. You skipped the popcorn and worked up a craving for something that goes with the onscreen appetizer. But just because you have the world at your i-Tips doesn't mean you can easily find a good Chinese Restaurant to fit your liking. Like most New Yorkers, 23 year old Gauri Manglik knew the feeling. In response, she developed her own App to streamline the expanse of information that daunts any city search for the right restaurant, bar or coffee shop.

Fondu.com operates on the "follow" principle of twitter and contains reviews at a length of 175 characters. "You follow people who have similar tastes as yourself," says Manglik.

At the same time, a Fondu search on the burger joint across the street, which maybe none of your friends has reviewed, returns only said commentary. On the other hand, twitter will envelop your tiny screen with random mentions of the visual sighting that has peaked your interest.

On the other end of the information spectrum, Four Square leaves its users on a trail to where their real time friends are with no information on the quality of the company or the food. That, though, was the genesis of Fondu. "When Four Square was becoming a big deal we wanted to do something with live data," she says.

But long before any Betas, the idea had to quite literally graduate past its inspiration. "It was a class project," says the NYU computer science graduate.

The "A" she received obviously had her thinking larger but graduation gave her pause in terms pursuing her idea further. "I had to choose between the finance job I was offered and doing my own thing," she says.

It didn't take long for the real world to provide the motivation needed to set her on the top down future she took on. "I quit after six weeks," says Manglik.

Otherwise, she made no excuses with the place setting already occupied by Yelp in offering restaurant reviews. But she sees their stream flowing more in line as a public directory, while her App returns reviews from people whose opinions actually matter to you. "Fondu is like an unbiased conversation," says the CEO and co-founder.

Plainly speaking, Manglik isn't shy in claiming who restaurants prefer. "Most don't like Yelp but they love us," she says.

As for her App-reciation, she is most partial to what happens at the outset of each access. "The first thing you see is what your friends think of the places that are around you," she says.

Furthermore, the Discovery Tab lets users search on inclinations such as "sports bar" or the aforementioned, "Chinese restaurant," and then choices are prioritized by location, friends and rating. For good measure, Fondu's Map mode kicks in directions to help hone you in on the destination.

20,000 reviews later in mostly New York City and San Francisco, Fondu is next targeting Austin, London and Seattle. Out of that, advertisers and income streams are likely in the vicinity, but that's not part of the short term business model. "We're not about making money. We're trying to build this out in terms of users first," she says.

In the interim, a series of investors has her four person company covered. We raised enough money last year to keep ourselves operating, she says.

That said and drawing a salary to pay her own bills, she doesn't seem to look at the endeavor on an hourly basis. Product design, marketing, fundraising and keeping users happy, she says, "I'm working all the time."

She also doesn't see herself out of place as a 23 year old CEO. Among a whole host of young New York City entrepreneurs, she says, "Our investors and our peers are really well connected - it's a pretty vibrant community."

For the sake of Fondu, it would seem everything in play is feeding right into itself and Ms. Manglik is in the right place at the right time.


