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Free yourself of that freeloader
) It can be hard to admit you married a freeloader-and even harder to
get rid of him. Hor,vthree women fbssed up and mor,ed on, and r,r'hat e\erv
high-earning wif'e should knor,v , 'b.r,nEr.rssA wAlKH,R

N'IORE THAN 25 PERCENT of married women out-
ei.rrn their husbar-rc1s, ar.rd that number is trencling Llp-
rvard, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. In manlr
cases, both partners are perfect lv happy with the set-
r,rp, especiallf if the husbirr.rc.l is g.illir-rg irr.rd able to pro-
vicle other familr.  necessit ies, such as logist ical help
irnd emotional sr-rpport. But if he isn't, the rvife ma-v*
face an ugll' question: What if he's rvith me only for the
free ride? If that were 1'our situation, how would you

handle it? "Successful rvomen often stav in unheirlthv

relzrtionships because tl-rev see leaving as firilure. The1,'
persevere beciruse their posit ive vieu, of themselves
is at stake," savs Joan Mil ler, a cl inicir l  psvchologist

in Mirriettir, Georgi ir.
Morc talkec'l with thlee l-righ-earning women r,r'ho

came to believe thev rvere marriecl to ir mooch rrnc'l
u'ere rvi l l ingto si lv so in print.  Obviousl l ' ,  the men have
their orvn interpretat ions of whirt  hirppenecl, but in or-
cler to st ick to our focus-how women confront this
issue and then rebr-r i ld their l ives- '"ve're presenting

-
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only the female side of the story, and
therefore, in fairness, have changed
all the names and identifiiing infor-
mation (but none of the jaw-dropping

details). Here, cautionary tales from
women who dumped their sponging
spouses-and are the stronger for it.

.I WAS HIS MEAI, TICKET"
)) In 2OO2, Loralee Shriner was earn-
ing $75,000 a year as the editor of a
Web site in Metuchen, New Jerse-v.
Her husband, Greg, had been fired two
years earlier from a sales job and had
pretty much given up looking for a
new spot. "He spent most of the time
in bed or watching TV," says Shriner,
now 52. But despite what she describes
as her husband's increasingly negative
attitude, Shriner didn't want to leave.
"I wasn't a quitter," she says. "We'd been
married since 1984!"

Shriner had always made more
money than her husband and says she
"never thought that was a big deal one
way or the other." She also did all the
cooking, cleaning, laundry and grocery

shopping, and took care oftheir three
elderly cats. Even thatwas OKwith her.
"I never expected the marriage to be
fi f ty-f i f tv." she says. "He was responsi-
ble for two things: upkeep ofthe cars,
and our f inances. He'd once been a f i-
nancial planner, so I trusted him to
take care of the money." In August
2002, Greg landed a part-t ime job in
retail that paid roughly $25,000 a yerrr.

'At least i t  was something," she says.
'And by that t ime I had a vague idea
that we were deeply in debt."

Tl-ren, on Palm Sunday 2003, Shriner
got her big wake-up call. "I was clean-
ing the bedroom when he came in and
said, 'Loralee, it would really help our
cash flow if you could make $3,000 to

$5,000 a year freelance editing"' she
says. "I told him I was alreadl, working
60 hours a week and that if we were
strapped for cash, he could either get a
second job or sell his motorc.vcie, which
was worth about $10,000." Greg refused
to consider it. "That pushed me over
the edge," she says. "Right then I knew I
was just a meal ticket for him." When
Shriner was fired several months later,
she wanted to try freelancing full-time,

but according to her, Greg said no. "He
told me that I had to make at least what
I'd been making at my old jobi' she
says. Greg admitted that he'd spent
about $250,000 of the $400,000 they'd
saved for retirement-and that they
had roughly $200,000 in credit card
debt. "That was when I knew I couldn't
stay with him," Shriner says.

The two separated in February 2004
and met with a bankruptcv attornev

Think ahead "You
can't talk to a lawyer
ear ly enough,"  Klueger
says. " l f  possible,  p lan
a year or two in ad-

Thara m:r i  ha, ,v,  v , , ,ut  v!

f inancial  act ions an
attorney wil l  advise you
to take-or avoid
taking- in ant ic ipat ion
of a divorce.

Know ahat gou haae
f ]af  r  rn fn cnood nn

r rnr r r  femi l r r '< e<<ef <

l iabi l i t ies,  rncome
and expenses. Start by
obtaining a sample
domestic relat ions
financial aff idavit  from
your county, says
Suzanne Durbin, a char-
tered f inancial consultant
in Atlanta who works
with Visions Anew, a
nonprofi t  that helps
women who are divorc-
ing. The DRFA gives a
checkl ist of the posses-
sions and debt most
famil ies have (see a sam-
ple on vis ionsanew
.org, under Tools & Re-
cnr rrroc\  ln : r ' ld i t inn

look for statements that
appear in your mai lbox
monthly or quarter ly.
Once you're aware of al l
your accounrs, you can
call  to get information on
anything that bears your
name. General ly you

that summer. 'After that appointment
we finally had a civil talk about money,"
Shriner says. "I learned that the trou-
bles had started years earlier, when we
went to Europe every year and when
he spent money on computers, on cell
phones, on all kinds of things that he
bought because they were good deals,
never understanding that not buying
nonnecessities was the real way to save
money." Shriner regrets not havingbeen

How to keepyour
shirt in a divorce

You can get out with your f inances (more or less) intact, but i t 's complicated.
In community property states, the names on the assets-the house, the car-don't
matter. "Assets wil l  be spl i t  f i f ty-f i f ty in a divorce, no matter how they're t i t led,"
says Robert F. Klueger, a lawyer and the author of ,Asset Protection.In most sepa-
rate-property states, i f  the assets were acquired during the marriage, the divorce
court judge has the authority to divide them. Here's how to protect yourself .

can't  obtain information
on accounts under your
husband's name only.

Check uour credit report
"To avoid some nasty
surprjses, ensure that you
know about al l  of  the
debt in your name,
including credi t  cards,
l ines of  credi t  and
'$^ '+^ 

a^^- "  h,  , .h i^
rrrur LyovEJt uur ui l  r

advises. For a free credit
report ,  go to annual
ar6al i f16hArf  .^m

Saae moneyfor the
diaorce proceedings Bu i I d
up cash reserves in your
own name to use for
attorneys' fees, f inancial
advice and unexpected
roadblocks (such as a

^r:r 'n-nr 

r i  d i r inrra\

" l f  ihr f  marnc r lo:ninn
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out a jo int  bank account,
do i t , "  Klueger says.
"You may have to give
some back, but at least
you won't have to
negotiate from a point of
f inancial  weakness."

Consider your income
Divorce courts set
maintenance, or al imony,
according to your
earnings in the year or
two before the spl i t .
" l f  r rnr  r  ern r ionro<c

earnings in the year pr ior
to the divorce, i t 's a
good strategy," Klueger

says. "Or i f  you think
you' l l  be making more
money next year, f i le
for divorce now."

Protect yout'personal
property Put assets that
were inherited, gif ted,
or premari ta l  ln a
separate account; don't
commingle them with
marital assets.

Business owners,
beware"lf  you l ive in
a community property
state and you own a
business, by law your
husband owns hal f
of  i t , "  Klueger says.  (This
ic  f r r  ro arron i f  r rnrr  dn

1OO percent of the work.)
However, in al l  states, i f
you take on two or
more unrelated partners,
tho in inf  hrrc ina<<

owners can then enter
into a shareholders'
or  partners 'agreement
stat ing that no spouse
^L-t l  

L- . ,^  r^ i^+^-^-+

in the business. " l f  one
person goes through
:  r { i r rnraa "  Vl t  naar

avnlain< " fha nthar

partners have the r ight
to buy out that person,
which makes the
interest in the business
an asset that can't  be
div ided."  -M.W.
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more active in the couple's financial
affairs. "The times he tried to talk to me,
I didn't  take i t  seriously," she admits.
"I'd say, 'I'm making the money; you
manage it.' It was sad, really. We both
came from lower-middle-class work-
ing families, but my parents hadn't
carr ied debt and his had. I  could see
he was trying to please me, but not
by doing what would have made me
happy. It was terrible that I had so
totally trusted him with our mone.v."

Once they had separated, Shriner
started trying in earnest to get her
f inances in order and took a higher-
paying job with the federal govern-
ment. At first her paycheck continued
to be deposited into her joint account
with Greg, and he used the monev to
cover the bills and mortgage while
she lived on her freelance editing in-
come. "It's stupid, I know now, but it
never occurred to me not to give him
the money," Shriner says. "He was the
one who had all the records and bills.
But there were weeks when I didn't
have $20." Greg never provided the
paperwork necessary to file jointly for'
bankruptcy, Shriner adds, so she filed
for Chapter 13 (repayment) on her
own, l ist ing $I84,000-mostly credit
card debt. She took back control of
her paycheck and started making bi-
weekly payments of $1,401.69 to pay
off the debt. The couple each kept
what was left of their personal retire-
mer-rt funds. "The divorce was final on
October 31,2006," Shriner says. 'And,
yes, I've heard the Halloween jokes."

Today Shriner is grossing $104,000 a
year in her job and making another

$25,000 as a freelance editor. She was
due to finish making bankruptcl' pay-
ments in late August, clearing off

$109,332 of the total debt and complet-
ing the percentage she was required to
pay. "I'm so happy I left Greg when I
did and not a day later," she says.
"When the pay'ments are over, I'm
treating my sister to a trip to Istanbul
and the Black Sea. It will be my first
real nonworking vacation since I left
my ex, and I'll pay for our airfare and
hotels in cash-the equivalent of just

one month of bankruptcy payments.
Life is good ar-rd getting better."

55The times he tried to talk to me,
I didnt take it seriouslv." she admits.
"I'd say, 'f'm making the money-you
manage it.' It was terrible that I had so
totally trusted him with my money."

because of anger problems. "He had
never resolved some issues from his
chi ldhood," she says. 'And i t  j i , rst got
worse over time."

After their children were born, Ed-
monson prettv much supported the
family; Keith, she says, frequently
worked only three to four hours a day,
"dum-de-dumming arourrd" the rest of
the time. The little moneyKeithbror,rght
in-roughly 915,000 a -rear from weld-
ing and house painting jobs, irccord-
ing to Edmonson-helped her achier.e
what was for her a top priorit]': sencl-
ing her kids to private school. "I stayed
because I couldn't afford to pay the
tuition on my own," she savs. "Plus, I'm
an eternal optimist, ar-rd I always hoped
he d find his niche."

The family adoptecl a simple life-
stvle; once the school bills were paid,
there was little extra mone.v. In part,
this was by design: "Pouring all our
cash into education was a way of giving

the money to the kids and not to Keith;'
Edmonson says. But even though she
was clear about her choices, Edmon-
son still resented that she wasn't in an
equal financial partnership. "When it
came time to pay the monthly bills, I
was always frustrated and angr1, that

"But in the end, I felt there was no
hope. And I didn't want to be in a bad
marriage just to grow old and bitter."
Because she always earned most of the
family income, she is required to pav
Keith $1,500 a month for fwo years

and $500 a month for three years af-
ter that; they split the proceeds from
the sale of their house. Edmonson now
Iives in her late mother's home, wl-rich
she inherited jointly with her brother
and which is paid for. She also inher-
ited about $30.000 and used it to set-
tle some debts and to pay the roughl,v

$10,000 ir-r legal fees for the divorce,
which was finalized this past April. "I
can't let go of the relationship com-
pletely," she admits. "I still love him. I
wish I didn't. I know my kicls ar-rd I will
be better off without him, but this has
been the hardest thing I've ever done."

.I u/AS THE WORKER BEE,
AND HE u/AS THE QUEEN"

)) Maggie Chiaro, 54, was earning al-
most $80,000 a year as an acfi,ertising
representative for a newspaper in Provi-
dence when she left her husband of
ll years, mostlv over mone-v. "Richard
didn't care how much I made," she says,
"as long as his needs and wants were

-

-I WAS ANGRY I COTJLDN'T PAY
ALL THE BILLS E\IERY MOISTH"

)) Years ago, says Alyssa Edmonson,
53, before they had kids and adult re-
sponsibilities, she and her ex-husband,
Keith, had a happy marriage. "Back
then his real bitterness was masked,"
she says. 'And I loved him very much."
But as time went by, Edmonson-an
industrial engineer in Atlanta who now
makes roughly $8o,ooo a year, plus
a bonus-realized that Keith couldn't
hold a job or sustain any kind of work-
ing relationship; she says that he would
get fired from one place after another

I didn't have enough to cover them all,"
she savs. "The most critical ones would
get paid, and the others would wait."
Some months, she says, she had to cash
in bonds in the children's names to
make ends meet.

Edmonson kept hoping Keith wor-rld
settle down; by the time their son grad-

u:rted from high school in 2004, how-
ever, she had begun to realize it would
never happen. "I thought, long over-
due; making my move now," she says.
She taiked to a lawyer and a year later
filed for divorce. "We went to a thera-
pist for a couple of years," she says.
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met." The conple rnetu'hile Chir'u'o n'as
recovet ' i t tg front lr t  rbttsir e mrrr l i rrge-
"Richrrnl pickecl rrp thc pieces." she
sirvs-irncl it ri.lsr-r't r-rntil thev marriecl
thirt she re:rlizecl ther- hird rvildlv clif-
fereut irttitr,rcles itbout mone\'. As the
seftlement notices fron-r creclit carcl
companies piled r"rp. she leirrned that
he ou'ed mole than 550,000. "He con-
fessecl to being rr cleirclbeat," she savs. "I

ri.'as completell. blinc'lsiclecl."
Chiaro thor-rght Richlrcl had tal-

ent as an art ist and supportecl him
in his drearr.r of becor.r.rir-rg a u'ildlife
photograpl-rer. Sl-re prrid for l-ris scout-
ing trips to tl-re Rockies irr-rcl the for-
ests of  NIrr ine.  boughr hinr compr.r ter
eqr,ripment rrnd finirnced i'r \\'eb site.
Br-rt  nothing succeeclecl:  He noulcl
travel for six months, she sirvs, irncl
brir .rg in less thirn 55.000; the rest of
the time, he u'oulcl mrrke moner. br.
pir int ing the occirsionir l  motorc\.cle.
Tl.ren Richirrcl started using her credit
crrt ' t ls. " l ' t l  g-et cr l ls l ' rol t t  stoles sri  iug
.r . . . .  r .^  r . . .  r  . . . . ,  . .  r . . , . . . . r .  0t)  l l r  l r i - : t t . .t  t  L. t t  I  lg t  l ( tL l  

I 'Lt  
t  . l  N! t . \  \ tN

' r t r ,1 r  l r . ,  t r - - ,  1. ,  i  r r . r \  r rp l l I  l l ' ,  r t r t  ; le

l ' i t l ' r in 2-l  houls." she srt ls. "\ \ 'hen I
reftrsecl. ire'cl hit up hi-s fl-ienris rrnrl
pcrsu: l r lc  t ] tut t t  1, ,  l . t t r  t l r i t tss t , r l  h i r r r . '

C1-rirrlo nrrurrrgeti t{) strl\' or-rt of clebt
L'r1'rrricling i-rcl srrvin11's. crrshir-rg in CDs
; i l r r l  |pt in:rr(  i r r r '  t l r r  hrrrrse-trr  ice.  " I

pullecl out jr,rst enor,rg,-h ecluitr- to mlke
rhe cr ' . , l i r ,  , r r ' ,1 , i - l . r  r f r )  : r \ \ : l \  :ukl  to r1()
r-nrr jol leprr i ls." she siLr--s.

For nruch of hel nrr 'Llr irrge, Chirr lo
f* lr  l l  rr .r lrr . , l  nr ' ,r \  ' r ' l r i  l l l \ lulLlulteLl.
"Thele is tl-re tr:rclitionrrl ri ife role that
srrr-s. 'Keep trf ing. h:rng in there, tl-re
vo\\'s ilrL' firr bettt'r- ot s'otsr'."' she
notes. "I \\'rls constilnth' torn bv tl-re
ethics ,  ' i  : l  t r i r ( l i t i (  )n l l l  nr : ln ' i : r t r '  \ 'c l ius

tl-re rcrLlin' of r-nv sitr-i:rtior-r." \\'hen sl-re
reirchecl her hfties, Chiirr-o knerv sl.re
coulcl rrf'forc1 to clivorce Rich:rrcl. but
she r i ' r rs rr i l r r iJ  of  hrc ing the hrr t r le
irlone. One lnore tinle, sl-re rrpprolchecl

l.rim rrbout gettirlg rr job. stLg.{esting
he finc1 part-time ri'olk befbre Christ-
mls. "His response n' irs thrrt  I  shoulcln' t
bur-presents if tl-re nror-rev u':rs too tigl-rt
or thirt I coulcl get ir seconcl job," she
sru's. "I knet'then thirt ir.r his n.rind I
r\.irs the rvorker bee, irncl he $'rs the
ql leen." Arrorher t tr lning poirrr clrrrc

u.hen Chilro overhelrcl rr phone mes-
sr! 'e f lorrr Rich:rrd's telminrr lh i l l
rrother. "She u'irs lskingl if l-re'cl re-
ceived tl-re mone]')'et." she srl's. "\Vl-rer-r
I c1-restionecl him. he srricl it u'irs none
of mr- business: It u.as his r-noner- rrnci
he r.reeclecl it. rrncl it u.as irll gloing to be
his annvrrv as soon irs I'ris r-r-rother cliecl.
I iost respect fbr him lt that point.

He'ci lucl irlmost no contect \\'ith her in
20 vears. She rr.as in her nir-reties. fac-
ing cleath, irncl he rvls her onlv chilcl."

\\"hen Chiirro filec'l ior clivorce in
2006, Ricl-rrrcl reftrsed to vacrlte tlle
house, rrncl tl-rings qr"ricklv turnerl nasfr'.
"Ricl-rarcl u'oulcl not hire his ou,n ltu'-
ver:rnd did not respond to mv lauler's
reqllests," Chiirro si.rvs. "Derrcllines

\\rere not met. irnd rve kept having to
resubmit pirperu'ork, u'hich o^ets ex-
per-rsive. Then u'hen he finalll r-novecl
out.  he took rr l l  of  r l re hr ln i ture ever l
the errer. ion corJs rrrt . l  r t tr  l re:rt iuq'
pircl-before I coultl hirve the locks
chru.rgecl. He left me a broken desk
ch:r i r ' : r r rd r  btrste. l  f i l i r r3-  cr l r iner."
Chiirro cl icl  bettel uncler the terms of
r l re, l i ro lce rr l r ic l r  lc , r r r i let l  Ri t 'h l r r ' ,1
frr gi lg t . 'O rrrv cl lr i r t t  to t l tc lrotrsc. r ' r :-
tirer-neut funcls or llimonr'. "\\-hlt he
fuok s rrs j t rst  sruf i . '  CI t i : r l l  i l r r  . .  ' . \ r rc l

srrr l - f  is  ler . l rcer l . l , . .  Brrr  I ' re c l t t r :cn
not to rephce it becruse I'n-r looking to
finri r.n1'self. Not'Nhggie the u'ife.' br-rt
i r r r t  ' \ l r rp 'cr ie '  I  r i ' : r i  h i i  nre:r l  t i l 'ket .  r t r r . l
thi.rt's rr birter pill fol me to sri'rrllos-."

Cl-riaro lus no c'lebt these clavs-
"fir-r:rnciirlll' I'm frne." she srrls-irncl
she is s lou lv let  r r i lJ i r rS- I rer  s;rv ings.
"I st i l l  pori .er u'rr lk. sn' iur, krrvrrk,
t : t I ' { len.  st tot t  i l toc."  i l t ( ' : : tVi .  " \Oth-

i r r r .  l r : r*  c l r ' rn le, l .  orr lv I ' r r r  l tot  ln i l r ' -

r iecl ,  u 'h ich t r i ' rnsl i r tes to ' I  do not pick

Llp iur\'onc's cliln' l:rr-rr-rclrl or hirve to

be hor-ne to cook clinner'.' Nori' I hirve

r'L cleeper :rppreciltior-r firr rnv fl' iencls:

thet  h; t te bcen : t  l t t tJe st t1.1.o1'1.  1 1 ' r '
p(-rr l \ -p, ]  l ' r 'nrrr  ] re in.-  i .  r le, ]  n l  l rp ino'

r r iorre to [ .e i r rg scr le. l  o l 'errr : r r rg^l ing
nrvsel f  i r r  t l re u lorrr '  choices.  Lrrsr
vear. 2007, n'as to be nr\ '  \ 'eirr of self-
J iscor en' .  I r  h l rs [ .eerr  so qle:rr  r l r r r  i r
hrrs been ertencled through 2008!" g

It l.lLISS.\ w-\LKli It's thi|rl r'oung--aclult
r t r rvcl .  I i r r lc /  i t t  Pr i i 'ut t ' .  is  oLt t  nou.
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